Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues

  


January 21, 2018
It’s Always About the Relationship
Coffee/Question:

Has God ever asked you to do something, which you felt completely inadequate to do? 
Talk with someone about what you were asked to do and what happened.
Read Acts 3:1-10

Our big idea: it’s always about the relationship.
On the day, described in Acts 3, Peter and John were on their way to the temple to pray, as a man, who’d been lame from birth, was being carried to the temple, to beg.

There is an important life lesson here.
If you are a follower of Jesus… by God’s design, your life will intersect with others – at the most unexpected and surprising times.
We make our plans of what we’re going to do each day.

In this story are reminded that God will and does break into our plans to involve us in carrying out his plan.

Peter and John were going to the temple to pray.

The crippled man was going to beg.
The passage as it reads, suggests they arrived at the temple at the same time.

Before Peter and John saw him, the lame man saw them.

And as was his practice, he asked them for money.

The text tells us that neither Peter nor John had money in their pockets.

If they had glanced over at the man and said, “Sorry, we’ve got nothing,” and then continued on into the temple, so as to be on time for the start of the prayer meeting, we’d understand.
But that’s not what they did. Why?
The reason has everything to do with our big idea - it’s always about the relationship.
Thousands of people walked by this lame man in any given week.

But here’s what I wonder… did people see the man???
When I’ve been in downtown Victoria, walking the streets, I’ve seen individuals who are begging, often seated on the sidewalk, holding a sign with a container in front of them, where money can be put. 

You’ve seen them too.

Have you noticed… that very few of these individuals make eye contact with those walking by?

Have you also noticed… that those walking by, either ignore or give but a glance at the person they’re passing?
The text doesn’t say if the crowds of people noticed the lame man.
But we are told that Peter and John did.

It is important to note that Peter didn’t look down… at the man, but straight at him. 
I believe Peter got down on his knees, in front of the man, as did John, in order to speak with the man.
This passage reminds those of us who follow Jesus, of something important as we engage with people: our mission is not to speak at people. We are to do as Jesus did and speak with people.

“Look at us!”
Why did Peter say this?
After asking for money, it would seem the man put his head down.

Which is why Peter asked him to look at them.

But I think there was another reason why Peter asked the man to look at them. The eyes are the window of the soul.
Peter and John, not only looked at the man, they looked into his heart.

The lame man gave them his attention.

I’m certain he was confident that because Peter and John had stopped, and because they had spoken to him, that these two men would give him something.
But remember… Peter and John’s pockets were empty.

So why had they stopped?
In order to answer this question, we need to look back at a particular incident that had happened with Jesus years earlier.

John 5:1-9
3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. 
 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 
6 Jesus…asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
8 Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.”
Why did hundreds of disabled people gather at the pool of Bethesda?
Because they believed when the waters of the pool were stirred, the first person who managed to get into the pool, would be healed.
This impresses upon us that people need hope. 
It also reminds us that in desperate situations people will grasp after something, anything.
In this instance, many were hoping in a pool with healing properties.
Why did Jesus on that particular day only help one man, when there were hundreds of people there in need?
The passage is silent.
But what is recorded is Jesus’ strange question - “Do you want to get well?”
Why did Jesus ask this?
The man’s answer is just as strange – “Sir, I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”
Why didn’t he just say – “yes!”
Why did Jesus heal him and only him?

The answer has everything to do with our big idea - it’s always about the relationship.
The gospels tell us repeatedly, that wherever Jesus went…sick people were brought to him, or came to him. 
How did Jesus heal so many people, day after day, week after week?

Luke 5:17 explains.
One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick.
The same God who spoke the universe into existence, spoke power into individuals through Jesus.
Did Jesus heal everyone who came to him?

Many times, he did.
Matthew 15:30-31:  Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. 
31 The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.
But sometimes, as we are told in John 5, not everyone was healed.

Because Jesus had healed the man on the Sabbath, the religious leaders reacted.
Jesus’ response to their accusations, tells us why only one man was healed that day; and how on any given day, Jesus determined who would be healed.
John 5:17-20
 “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working. 
19 … “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 
20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed.
We know it was Jesus’ practice to fellowship with the Father… every day.

Luke 5:16 – Jesus often withdrew to lonely places to pray.
Jesus said that because the Father loved him, the Father showed him all that he was doing.

And because Jesus loved the Father, every day, he willingly participated with the Father.
Remember our big idea - it’s always about the relationship.
Jesus did not randomly walk around the Galilee and Judea, zapping every sick person he saw, with the power of the Lord.
Jesus healed those in whom the Father was at work.

Somedays the Father directed Jesus to hundreds of people in whom he was at work; and other days, like the one described in John 5, he sent him to just one person.
 Let’s return to the story in Acts 3.
It had become the habit of Peter and John, like Jesus, to spend time with the Father each day. 

As they did so, they learned to discern and recognize the Father’s activity; and to follow the Spirit’s promptings.

Were there other people at the temple that day, begging? 

I’m sure there was. 

But on that day the Father was at work in that one lame man.
In their spirit, Peter and John heard the voice of the Father telling them what to do.

And because they were walking in step with the Holy Spirit; because their lives were yielded to Jesus; the power of the Lord was present in them 
to heal this man, as it had been present in Jesus.
Though they didn’t have silver or gold, Peter and John did have something to give – Jesus!!!!
The needs of people back then, in that day, were great; as are the needs of people today.
Like Peter and John, we too don’t always have the material resources to meet people’s pressing needs.
But in the commission to his church, Jesus gave authority to his followers to act in his name – to access the resources of heaven.
It is so easy to miss; to skip over the first part of v.7. Let’s read it again.

What did Peter do?

He took the crippled man’s hand, and the crippled man took Peter’s hand.

I  believe hat simple act… was an act of faith… on the part of both men.

Peter extended his hand to help the man up, confident that the power of the Lord would enable the man to walk. 
And the man took hold of Peter’s hand, trusting as he did so, that Jesus of Nazareth, would enable him to walk.
As Peter helped the man to stand, instantly, his weak legs and ankles were strengthened.

In this case the healing was instantaneous, as were most of Jesus’ healings.
But there were several instances where a healing was gradual.
Life groups – in the discussion questions I’ve noted one passage for you to read and interact with - see Mark 8:22-26.
Because it is the power of the Lord that heals, we are reminded, that in all situations, it is the Father, according to his work in a person, who chooses; who decides what is best, and what will be done.
As we saw last week – sometimes God heals and sometimes he gives grace to endure.

On one level this story in Acts 3 is a story about the power and ability of God to heal.

You and I need to regularly be reminded: 
that the God of creation can do anything;
that he is not absent or far away.
It is never a question of whether God is able – he is.
With God all things are possible.
On another level, this is a story about how the people of Jesus follow him.
Romans 8:14: “…those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.”
Through his Spirit Jesus leads…and we follow.

It’s not about us bushwhacking through our days; doing our own thing.

It is about us moving with the Spirit; learning to be attentive to his promptings; to see the people he brings to us and the opportunities he puts before us, and then to act, on his behalf – doing what he directs us to do.
If people in Sooke are to meet God and have their lives changed; if God’s will for this town is to be realized, you and I must partner with the risen Lord Jesus. 

On our own, our skills and abilities, are not enough to bring about a spiritual awakening.
We can’t bring alive spiritually dead people.

We can’t restore a sick body or a troubled heart.

We can’t open a mind that has been blinded.

We can’t fill a life that is empty.

Jesus said in John 5:19, that as the Son, he could nothing apart from the Father.

The same is true of us - John 15:5 - apart from Jesus we can do nothing. 
What today’s passages have taught us is that - it’s always about the relationship.
What is our call to action?

To fellowship with the Triune God – Father, Son and Spirit.

As we do, the Lord will show us where he is at work.

When we see the Lord at work, that is his invitation for us to join him.

As we join God, we have authority to access the resources of heaven – power that heals; power that sustains; power that makes new.
Blessing:
What do those who partner with Jesus discover?

Philippians 4:13 – I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.
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