Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues



       February 18, 2018
Living and Moving in the Story of Jesus, Acts 3:12-26
For the last several weeks, we have been talking about opportunity.
Winston Churchill said: A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty.
Churchill’s statement resonates true. 

Our perspective does impact how we approach opportunities.
But for the follower of Jesus it is more than being optimistic or pessimistic. 

As we live by faith in Jesus, we learn… that opportunities, are given to us from his hands.
Here’s our coffee/question:
Which is easier: to act on Jesus’ behalf, or to speak on Jesus’ behalf?

Explain.
Ask – who found it harder to act on Jesus’ behalf?

Ask – who found it harder to speak on Jesus’ behalf?

Why do you think speaking for Jesus is so challenging?

· fear

· uncertain of what to say

We have Jesus’ promise, which Tim K referenced two weeks ago – 
“…do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.” Mark 13:11.
We have also considered Peter’s counsel – 1 Peter 3:15:

“…in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect…”
Jesus said, Luke 6:45: “…the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”
It is easy to talk about the things/the people we love.

Here’s our Big Idea for today: Jesus’ followers live and move in his story.
Let’s see what our passage teaches us about this – Acts 3:12-26.

Let’s begin to unpack Peter’s message.
He told his audience – who Jesus is.
v.13 – he is the servant of God.
It is important that we understand what Peter meant when he said this, and how his audience would have understood him.

Jesus said of himself – I came not to be served, but to serve.

As a church, we’re growing in our understanding that we are a community of servant leaders… as Jesus is.
But this descriptive phrase implied so much more.
Think of it like this.

When I say 9/11 – what do you think of?

It’s not two numbers, is it?

That phrase – 9/11 - connects to vivid imagery.

It was the same for Peter and his audience.

As soon as he said, “Jesus is the servant of God,” his audience immediately knew that he was saying that Jesus was – the Messiah!

Peter also told his audience that Jesus is…

v.14 – the Holy and Righteous One.
Again, Peter’s audience, would have immediately understood what he meant. This was a title used when speaking of… Yahweh.

When Peter described Jesus as the Holy and Righteous One, he was saying – Jesus… the Messiah… is God in human flesh.

Colossians 1:15 says, Jesus is the image of the invisible God.
In Jesus, God came close.

Through his incarnation, Jesus made it possible for humanity to see God, to hear God, to touch God.
And like Yahweh, the character of Jesus the Messiah was flawless.

He did not have a bent towards sin.
Peter also told his audience that Jesus is…

v.15 – the author of life.
This too is a highly significant title. What did it mean?
Peter was saying – that all life has its origin in Jesus.

John Piper writes, “Jesus never had a beginning.
He was always there. He was there before anything else was there. 
There wasn’t anything before him…

He has been what he is forever and ever… and ever and ever…

Ultimate reality, absolute reality, original reality… is alive.
And he made everything that is.”  https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/in-him-was-life
John, who stood with Peter that day, later wrote, John 1:3-4: 

“Through [Jesus] all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men.” 

Jesus is the author of life – he is the source of our life… and when we believe in him, he becomes the source of our spiritual life.

Here’s where the story of Jesus takes a shocking turn.
For centuries, the Jewish people had waited… and longed for… the appearing of their Messiah – the One who would rescue them.

But when he finally came…he was not welcomed; not celebrated; not crowned as their king. John wrote, “He came to his own, and his own did not receive him.” John 1:11.

In light of who Jesus is – the servant of God; the Holy and Righteous One; the author of life – what did Jesus do when betrayed?

He did nothing!
This is what shocked his disciples.

In the Garden of Gethsemane, when a mob came to arrest him…

“…one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?  Matthew 26:51-53
But Jesus didn’t call on his Father.

Nor did he answer his accusers.

This is what amazed Pilate.

“… Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge – to the great amazement of the governor.” Matthew 27:14
Why did Jesus do nothing?

It wasn’t because he was weak; or caught off guard.

He had calmed a storm that threatened to drown him and his disciples.

He had walked on water.

He had escaped a crowd who wanted to throw him off a cliff.

“They…drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.” Luke 4:29-30
Why didn’t Jesus walk right through the crowd who had come to arrest him? He could have!
Look again at v.18 – this is how it had to be!

Jesus did nothing.

But what did the Father do?

Peter told his audience – v.13 – that God glorified his servant Jesus.

What does the word glorify mean?

To glorify means to acknowledge another’s greatness, and to give honor to them. It is to speak to others of their character and their worth.
· see article by gotquestions.org
The tense of the verb in v.13 tells us the act of glorifying had already taken place. So, when and how did the Father glorify Jesus?

Our minds immediately go to the morning of Easter Sunday.
But I need to remind you, the Father first glorified the Son by sending him

to the cross.

How in sending Jesus to the cross, and then turning his back on him,

did the Father reveal the character and worth of Jesus?
We don’t have time to delve into this… this morning.

But the theme of our Easter worship and teaching will be… the beautiful,

terrible cross of Jesus.

The cross revealed the immensity of the love of Jesus for his Father, as well

as the love of the Father for Jesus. 
But the cross also revealed the glory of Jesus’ and the Father’s love for us.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son…”

The cross is God’s definitive answer to the question – are we loved?

No greater crime was ever committed, than the one committed against Jesus.
“[However, when Peter said] to his audience…

…you handed him over to be killed


...you disowned him before Pilate


…you killed the author of life

he did not mean the Jewish people of that day… alone …

were responsible for the death of Jesus. 
The Romans were also responsible. 
[Both] Jew and Gentile shared in the guilt of Jesus’ death.”       https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/acts-3/
What the people of that day did, is what every generation would have done if they’d had been there.

Just as Adam and Eve acted on behalf of us all; so too did that generation act on behalf of us all.

Humanity’s guilt before God is collective – we all share culpability for the sin within us and culpability for what was done to Jesus.

Who is Jesus?

- he is the servant of God

- he is the Holy and Righteous One

- he is the author of life
What did Jesus do?
- when arrested he did nothing – he did not fight back; he did not dispute the false charges brought against him; he did not resist the Roman soldiers.

From before creation, the Father, Son and Spirit had agreed – they would provide the means and the way for humanity to be able to come back into fellowship with them.

But the only way this fresh start could happen was if Jesus would sacrifice his innocent life.

There was one surprising response.
From the cross, Jesus said, Luke 23:34 – “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
What did Jesus do after his resurrection?

He didn’t take vengeance on those who had unjustly put him to death.

He didn’t go to Pilate or Caiaphas; or to the homes of the members of the Sanhedrin; or to the barracks of the Roman soldiers, and strike them dead.
If he had, would anyone have blamed him?

After his resurrection, Jesus continued to do what he had done during his years of public ministry.

He announced good news – the kingdom of heaven has come near; he taught, and he healed.

But now he did it through his followers.

Look again at v.16.

This is the story in which we live and move.
As we are given opportunity to speak, what we talk about is… 
who Jesus is, and 
what he did.
Jesus’ story explains everything.

It explains what is wrong, not only in the world, but in the human heart.

His story reveals the great lengths to which God has gone to rescue us.

In the story of Jesus, we encounter the kindness of God; the love of God; the justice of God; the patience of God; the wisdom of God.

Do you think Peter had speaking notes with him; that he pulled out of his pocket when that crowd gathered around him and John? No. 

He and John didn’t know this opportunity was going to be given.

In that sense, they were not prepared.

But because they lived and moved in Jesus’ story, they were ready… to speak.

Remember - the mouth speaks of what the heart loves.

You might think, Peter and John had an advantage over us.

And I would agree.

For 3 ½ years – they’d observed Jesus’ life – both in public and in private; they’d heard his teachings; they’d been able to ask questions of him; they’d seen him do miracles; they’d watched him die.

And…on top of this, they were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ resurrection - v.15.

They’d touched the resurrected, physical body of Jesus.

They’d spoken with Jesus for forty days.

They’d eaten numerous meals with him.

Peter had walked with Jesus, down the beach near his home town of Capernaum, as Jesus forgave and restored him after his denial.

But I remind you, that we too, are eyewitnesses.

We are eyewitnesses to the power of the resurrection of Jesus.

We were spiritually dead.

But through faith in Jesus, we’ve been born again… of the Spirit.

And right now, there is the power of God’s Spirit… at work in us… transforming us.

As Peter spoke it was obvious he knew the OT Scriptures.

He referenced Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53.

He knew what Moses had said in Deuteronomy 18.

He quoted the promise God had made to Abraham in Genesis 22.
Because Peter knew the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit had material to draw upon; to bring to his mind… as Peter spoke.
We too have the Scriptures.

As we immerse ourselves in the story of the Bible, in addition to feeding our own souls, we provide the Holy Spirit with material to bring to… our minds, as we speak with people, just like the Spirit did with Peter.

Next time… we will focus on the incredible opportunity, provided by Jesus for anyone to change their destiny and come home to God.

The Blessing

Acts 17:28 says, “In him we live and move and have our being.”
Hebrews 1:3 says of Jesus...”he sustains all things by his powerful word.”

gotquestions.org

Question: "What does it mean to glorify God?"

Answer: To “glorify” God means to give glory to Him. The word glory as related to God in the Old Testament bears with it the idea of greatness of splendor. In the New Testament, the word translated “glory” means "dignity, honor, praise and worship." Putting the two together, we find that glorifying God means to acknowledge His greatness and give Him honor by praising and worshiping Him, primarily because He, and He alone, deserves to be praised, honored and worshipped. God’s glory is the essence of His nature, and we give glory to Him by recognizing that essence. 

The question that comes to mind is if God has all the glory, which He does, how then do we “give Him” glory? How can we give God something which is His in the first place? The key is found in 1 Chronicles 16:28-29, “Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength, ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name. Bring an offering and come before him; worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.” In this verse, we see two actions on our part that make up the action of glorifying God. First, we “ascribe” or give glory to Him because it is His due. No one else deserves the praise and worship that we give to glorify Him. Isaiah 42:8 confirms this: "I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.” Second, we are to “bring an offering” to God as part of the worship that glorifies Him. What is the offering we bring to God to glorify Him?

The offering we bring to God as we come before Him in the splendor or beauty of His holiness involves agreement, obedience, submission, and rehearsing His attributes or extolling Him. Glorifying God begins with agreeing with everything He says, especially about Himself. In Isaiah 42:5, God declares, “I am the Lord God. I created the heavens like an open tent above. I made the earth and everything that grows on it. I am the source of life for all who live on this earth, so listen to what I say.” Because of who He is, holy and perfect and true, His proclamations and statutes are holy and perfect and true (Psalm 19:7), and we glorify Him by listening to and agreeing with them. God’s Word, the Bible, is His Word to us, all that we need for life in Him. Listening to and agreeing with Him, though, will not glorify Him unless we also submit to Him and obey the commands contained in His Word. “But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children's children—with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts” (Psalm 103:17-18). Jesus reiterated the idea that glorifying and loving God are one and the same in John 14:15: “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” 

We also glorify God by rehearsing His attributes and His deeds. Stephen, in his final sermon before he was killed for his faith, retold the story of God’s dealings with Israel from the time Abraham left his country in obedience to God’s command, all the way to the coming of Christ, the “Righteous One,” whom Israel betrayed and murdered. When we tell of God’s work in our lives, how He saved us from sin, and the marvelous works He does in our hearts and minds every day, we glorify Him before others. Even though others don’t always want to hear our glorifying God, He is more than pleased by it. The crowd who heard Stephen hated what he said, covering their ears and rushing at him to stone him. “But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). 

To glorify God is to extol His attributes—His holiness, faithfulness, mercy, grace, love, majesty, sovereignty, power, and omniscience, to name a few—rehearsing them over and over in our minds and telling others about the singular nature of the salvation only He offers.
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