Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues



       March 18, 2018
Acts 4:23-31 

A Prayer Meeting that Rocked
Coffee/question:

If you had to describe God with one word, what would that word be?
Feedback
We move today into chapter four of Acts.
Let’s quickly recap.
* Peter and John had seized an opportunity to show kindness to a crippled
man by healing him. 

* When a crowd of people gathered around them, curious to know how this

miracle had happened, Peter shared with them the good news of Jesus.

* Many who listened, believed and put their faith in Jesus. How many? 
Acts 4:4 says – the movement grew to about 5000 men + women
This was a good thing! But not according to the religious leaders.
They hated anything to do with Jesus. And so….
* Peter and John were arrested – 4:3a –  held in prison overnight – 4:3b,

and then interrogated the following day – 4:5-7.

* The first question the Sanhedrin asked of Peter and John was – “by what

power or by what name did you do this?”
* Peter and John answered – it is by the name of Jesus this man was healed

You crucified him
But God raised him from the dead

He is the Cornerstone

There is salvation in no one else
* The courage of Peter and John astonished the Sanhedrin – v.13a,
because of two things. It was obvious…
…Peter and John were “unschooled, ordinary men” – v.13b.
…Peter and John “had been with Jesus” -  v.13c.
* There was another factor that astonished the Sanhedrin.

The man who had been healed - was standing before them.

The Sanhedrin themselves said, v.16, that this miracle was “outstanding;” and “undeniable.”
So why had the Sanhedrin even bothered to meet?
* v.17b - “to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people.”
They spoke of the growing and rapidly spreading belief in Jesus like it was a disease… to be contained.

* The Sanhedrin were backed into a corner – they knew what they wanted

to do. But they couldn’t… because “all the people were praising God for what had happened.” v.21. And so, reluctantly, after threatening them severely, they let Peter and John go.
Here’s we pick up the story – look at v.23.
After reporting, what did the church do?
Here’s what they didn’t do!
They didn’t make plans to press charges for illegal detainment; or to sue for slander and libel.
They didn’t map out a media campaign to tell “their story.”

They didn’t initiate a contingency plan for everyone to slip out of Jerusalem and go into hiding. 

Look at v.24a.
There was an urgency to that prayer meeting.
The Sanhedrin was the Supreme Court.

They had the authority to punish, but not to put to death. 
If a crime warranted the death penalty, members of the Sanhedrin would have to argue their case in front of the Roman governor and convince him to give the order.
That said, we know from the situation with Jesus, the Sanhedrin was highly committed to hold on to their power; and would ruthlessly deal with anyone and anything that might put at risk the status quo.

The church knew that the order given to Peter and John… to cease and desist – was not a toothless threat. 
Read v.24-30.
Their prayer was not a prayer of lament.
This is not to say that there aren’t times to speak prayers of lament.

What also is significant is the placement of “their ask” – it came at the end; not the start.
Big Idea: Before we ask anything of God, focus on who he is.
v.24 - The LORD is Sovereign…   In what ways?
v.28 – Everything [Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate and the people of Israel] did was determined beforehand according to your will.

Why did they speak out who God is; why did they look back at the circumstances of Jesus’ betrayal and death?
Because… they wanted to remind themselves who they were speaking to.
The Lord is the King.
The Lord is supreme over everything; he sustains everything; he works out everything according to his good plan.
Psalm 135:6 – “The Lord does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths.”
Daniel 4:35 – “No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What have you done?’”
The things that happen in this world… to the followers of Jesus… are not the result of randomness or chaos. Nor is it evil that directs history.

There was one brief moment identified by Jesus – at his arrest - he said
Luke 22:53, “This is your hour - when darkness reigns.”
But even at that dark hour, the will of God was done, as the church identified in their prayer.
Do you and I fully understand this - how the will of God was accomplished by people who hated Jesus and put him to death?

There is mystery here.
Mention was made back in January, about the pastor who spoke at the funeral of the two little girls who were killed in Victoria. That pastor asked, “where was God on Christmas Day?” 

It is a question asked by many when tragedy strikes.
“Where was God…”
“Why didn’t God…”
“Why did God…”
Have you ever voiced such a question?
Have you ever been asked such a question?

I remind you that God did not create humans to be automatons.
You and I are not “a machine that performs functions according to a predetermined set of coded instructions….”
God, in love, created us as personal beings with a will.

He gave to us… freedom to choose - we could love him as he loved us, or we could live without him.

The reason God did this – is because love cannot be forced; it must be freely given.

Our freedom is real – and not just in regards to our relationship with God.
In myriad other ways we are able to choose and to act.

But always… we are responsible for the choices we make.

We do not live in a consequence-free universe.
Galatians 6:7 says, “A man reaps what he sows.” 
This draws on an agricultural analogy - you harvest what you plant.

If you plant carrots; you don’t get cucumbers.

God also said through the prophet Hosea – if you sow to the wind, you will reap the whirlwind. 8:7
Again, drawing on an agricultural analogy – the point is - you will always get more than you plant.

These principles are true… individually, as well as collectively.

Have you ever wondered why there exists this human tendency to blame others when one experiences the consequences of their choices?
And it doesn’t stop there. People also blame…God!
No one can fully explain the “why” of what happened on Christmas Day 2017. But I can tell you with 100% certainty what didn’t happen… God was not preoccupied or somehow blinked and in that moment of distraction...
left an opening for evil to strike.
We get preoccupied; but God doesn’t.
In this book…God tells us who he is.
We are made in his image, but he is not like us.
[image: image1.tiff]



There is much that we know of God; because he has made it known to us.

But there is also much we don’t yet know or understand.
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There are things only God knows.

And then there are the things he has revealed to us.

We hold on to what has been revealed to us.

And for what isn’t yet clear; that which is not understandable, still secret; we trust God for… because we know him to be faithful, good, holy, loving, powerful, wise, kind, patient, merciful…
God would have us grapple with those questions, like the ones asked by many this past Christmas.

Jesus would also have his followers listen to and extend comfort to people, who struggle to make sense of the brokenness of this world.
He would have us share the hope of the gospel of Jesus.

But the gospel of Jesus is not the news of… a God who can be distracted, 
or who isn’t strong enough to deal with evil; or who himself is diminished by the tragedies that happen.
When we lived in Colombia in the summer of 1989; when violence and death walked the streets of Medellin; when there was so much senseless waste of human life (50 murders a day) – a passage in Isaiah 57 gave insight, comfort and hope to many who walked with Jesus.
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Remember who…walks with us.
David wrote – Even when I walk through the darkest valley, you are with me… Psalm 23

The LORD does not change; he is the same yesterday, today and forever.

Are you beginning to see why focusing on God’s sovereignty is so important before we ever ask things of him?
God is in control of the circumstance of each of our lives.

We need to remember this.

Everything that touches us, first passes through his hands.

We also need to remember - God’s highest good is not our happiness. 
He is not our concierge; our personal valet.
We live… for his glory.

We live…to make him known.

This is why I believe, having reminded themselves of who the LORD is, 
that the church in Jerusalem, didn’t ask for protection; but for boldness.
The One who had risen from the dead, Jesus, held all authority in heaven and on earth, and he had told them to go into all the world.
It had only been weeks since Jesus had said - “In this world you will have trouble.” 
When Jesus spoke those words, that wasn’t the end of his thought – as if he simply wanted to prepare his disciples for the worst – “hey, listen, life is going to be really tough.”

He went on to say to them - “But take heart. I have overcome the world.”
I believe this is why… being arrested didn’t catch Peter and John off guard; and send them into despair or a panic.
They knew God was the Sovereign Lord; that he was in control – not just of their lives; but also, the lives of the men who had arrested, questioned and threatened them.
Jesus himself had told them, [image: image4.tiff]1 give them eternz I ITE!VEI perish,
AND NO ONE WILL SNATCH THEM
OUT OF MY HAND.

JOHN 10:28
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This is why they asked for boldness, instead of safety.

They were convinced the Sanhedrin was not greater…than Jesus.
I wonder...if or when we find ourselves in the grip of anxiety or fear could it be that somehow our view of God has been diminished? that somehow, we view the circumstance before us as big, and the one we trust in as small?
Could this be why our prayers at times are timid? Have we lost sight of who our God is and what he is able to do?
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Do you not know? Have you not heard?
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The Creator God does not grow weary or tired.

You and I may…but he doesn’t.

His strength will never be diminished.

And it is from his inexhaustible strength that strength is given to his people.

He provides for his own, what is needed, when it is needed.

The same is true of his understanding.

There may be things that happen that leave you and I baffled.

But nothing baffles our Creator God.

He provides his people with the Counselor, the Holy Spirit who makes known to us what is needed to be known.
He brings into the light whatever is needing to be uncovered.

Because of who the LORD is – the Sovereign One; the Creator - 
this has impact on what we do when we gather together.

Big Idea:  

By first focusing on who Jesus is, when we pray; when we worship; we

properly orient ourselves to what is true and right. 

This is why, I believe the church in Jerusalem was persuaded to ask for boldness and not protection. 

This is how they knew it was a time to advance the gospel; and not shrink back. Jesus was leading the way; and the focus of their faith was on him. They would go wherever he went.
I believe what was true for them is true for the followers of Jesus in every generation.
Until Jesus comes back, this is a time to press ahead; not a time to shrink back.

This is a time to ask for boldness; not safety.
Do you believe this?

I want to pray over us, using the words of this prayer.
Life Group Discussion Questions

Read and then interact with Isaiah 45:9-13a; Isaiah 48:12-15

Who does the Lord reveal himself to be?

What analogies does the LORD use to describe his relationship with human beings?

What is the connection between the Lord being sovereign and the Lord being the creator?

What troubles you about these passages? What comforts you? What don’t you understand?

What is the point being made by the Lord regarding Cyrus? 

Why did God speak of Cyrus after saying what he did in Isaiah 45:12.

In the March 2018 edition of National Geographic, one of the stories was entitled “One Strange Rock: 13 Things that make Life on Earth Possible.”

The premise of the article is that over billions of years and all by chance, thirteen marvelous things have serendipitously happened.
The point of the article was to support the theory of evolution.

Read the thirteen points below.

Do you think they are strong arguments for evolution or for creation? Why? Why not?

Which three points most impacted you? Why?

1. The sun is a stable, long-lasting star.

2. The sun engulfs its planets in a bubble of charged particles that repel dangerous radiation from interstellar space.

3. The earth orbits in what is called the Goldi-lock’s zone – we are not too close, nor too far from the sun for water to be liquid on the earth’s surface.

4. Our solar system is nestled in a safe harbour between major spiral arms that avoid the galaxy’s perilous inner regions.

5. There are few stars near the sun, which reduce risk to the earth from gravitational tugs, gamma-ray outburst or collapsing stars called supernovae.

6. The moon stabilizes the planet’s axial wobble.

7. The planet recycles life friendly carbon due to plate tectonics.

8. The ozone layer blocks harmful rays.

9. The planet’s different surface habitat’s and terrains supports many life forms.
10. The earth has the right stuff at its core to create a magnetic field.

11. The planet’s magnetic field deflects the bulk of the sun’s damaging radiation and solar outbursts.

12. If the orbits of the solar system’s biggest planets were any closer, the tugs from their powerful gravity would cause disastrous fluctuations in the Earth’s distance from the sun.

13. The giant planets, like Jupiter protect the earth, by thinning out the asteroid belt.
What was the point the Lord was making in Isaiah 45?
He stretched out the heavens.

He made the earth.

He created mankind on it.

And his reference to Cyrus…is that he will raise up individuals on the earth to accomplish his will.
Evil cannot frustrate the Creator; it cannot delay or derail his purposes.
The combined efforts of the fallen angels and humanity cannot unseat the Creator God.

This perspective puts humanity in our proper place.

We don’t sit in judgment of God.

It is not our place to make him answer our “why” questions.

He is at work in this world. 

Every generation of those who walk with God learn to trust him, both for what is crystal clear and for those things that are still opaque.
We need to remember that God is fully capable and is wholly committed to bring about his good, even in those situations that appear hopeless and in those people who seem beyond his help.

 “Listen to me, Jacob, Israel, whom I have called:
I am he; I am the first and I am the last.
13 My own hand laid the foundations of the earth, and my right hand spread out the heavens; when I summon them, they all stand up together.
14 “Come together, all of you, and listen:
    Which of the idols has foretold these things?
The Lord’s chosen ally will carry out his purpose against Babylon;
    his arm will be against the Babylonians.
15 I, even I, have spoken; yes, I have called him.
I will bring him, and he will succeed in his mission.
What is the point God is making?

As the Lord said in Isaiah 45, it is an act of his creativity and power to raise up people to fulfill his will; and God uses both his followers and those not yet in relationship with him; including those who may never come into relationship with him.

____________________________________________________________
Acts 4:25-26.

God communicates.

When we talk with God why is it important to make such a declaration?

We need to remind ourselves that we’re not talking into the air.

God who has spoken in the past, continues to speak to this day – through his Word and through his Spirit.
They quoted what? The Scripture.

These words written hundreds of years earlier, guided them.

Specifically, what did God communicate through David?

That rebellion against God has spread throughout the human race.

The nations rage…

The peoples plot…

The kings take their stand…

The rulers gather together…

AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS ANOINTED ONE

Why such animosity to Jesus?

Why, when people curse do they curse Jesus, and not Mohammed or Buddha?

??

Why would God, who is Sovereign permit such a rebellion?

Could he not squelch it with one word?

Could he not root out the instigators and bring them to justice?

Could he not force his will upon all?

Yes, to all the above.
But God who is all-powerful is not a tyrant.

It was his intent that the creatures made in his image, would be given a freedom to choose to love him; to follow him; to yield of their own volition to his power and majesty.

????

Acts 4:27.

The hostility of Herod, Pilate, the Romans and the people of Israel towards Jesus was that generations opposition towards God; an opposition that every generation participates in.

Those believers in Acts 4 focused on who the Lord is, and came to understand that what they were experiencing is what God through David had said would happen,

The religious leaders hated Peter and John and the rest of the believers, because they hated God and his anointed One, Jesus.

But does such opposition threaten God or his purposes?
Acts 4:28.
God’s purposes are not a ‘maybe;’ ‘a hope so.’

God, the Sovereign Ruler of heaven and earth is able to even turn what was intended for evil into the accomplishing of his good will.

ie. the death of Jesus was turned and used to accomplish the salvation of the human race

He can do similar things in the lives of his people!!!

Mindful of who God is and what he is able to do and what he is doing on earth – they asked God for help.

Acts 4:29-30.

In spite of the threats of the Sanhedrin, they knew they were living in days of opportunity.

They knew that it was not a time to lay low, but a time to become even more aggressive.

They asked not for boldness; but for great boldness.

They didn’t ask for a sign or wonder to be done; but for many signs and wonders to be done.

They prayed as they did because they sensed their need of God’s help in light of the mission entrusted to them.

Look at how God answered their prayer.

Acts 4:31

Whether it was a literal earthquake or an incredible God moment we’ll never know.

The Bible uses this word “shaken,” both literally and figuratively.

But for everyone who was there, it was a never to be forgotten experience.

They had connected with God, and God had connected with them and filled their lives with his presence and power.

What we see here in Acts 4 is that prayer is at the core of how a community of believers, with love for and in gratitude to Jesus, participate with God in what he is doing on this earth even in the face of strong opposition.

Dr. Hallesby wrote in his book Prayer, 


"Wherever we meaningfully connect with God, some of his omnipotence 
streams in upon us, into our souls and into our bodies. And not only that, 
but, through us, it streams out to others."
Prayer connected their willingness with God’s limitless power.

And that connection not only impacted their lives, but the community where they lived. Look at what happened!!
Acts 5:12-16
There are several points where this story applies to us today.

-> Praying with others corrects that tendency within us of self-sufficiency –towards God and towards others - and builds within us the godly characteristic of inter-dependence.

We tend to want to do things by ourselves.

Jesus said, “Apart from me you can do nothing.”

It’s all about what we do together with God.

Learning to pray is not just learning how to ask.

Learning to pray is learning to communicate with God in light of who he is.

This is where praying with other believers is so important.

Praying together is one of the ways we learn to live by God’s priorities, as we make time to speak with him in the presence of fellow believers; to seek him and his enabling for what he is asking us to do in this region.

This passage challenges us to intentionally invest in prayer because we recognize that unless God enables, the status quo will continue to define 

our lives, this church, this city, and this region. 

One other point is learning to use the Scripture to frame and shape our communication with God; to approach God mindful of who he is and to make requests of him in light of his will and purposes revealed in the Scripture.

This passage subtly asks of us – who do we love most?

If Jesus isn’t who we love most, it will always be a daunting challenge 

to fit him and his great mission into our busy lives. 

But if he is loved supremely, the when and how and where and why of praying together, for God’s resources to be released for the specifics 
of what he would have us do in Sooke and beyond, will be easily worked out.

As they prayed together they were filled afresh with God’s Spirit.

Now remember, at Pentecost – what was it they were doing?

Praying together.

The passage asks us to ponder this connection between praying together and the filling of our lives with the Spirit?

Those believers had rightly perceived they needed boldness nd through the Spirit’s filling they were given fresh boldness to speak God’s Word.

This passage challenges us to pray together for God’s help to share about Jesus.

This passage challenges us to speak of Jesus at every opportunity.

But I want to put something else before us.

This passage also challenges us regarding what it is that captivates our heart.

The believers in Acts 4 had been captivated by the extraordinary person of Jesus and his amazing love for them.

Do you remember the woman who had poured out on Jesus’ feet a perfume worth a year’s wages?

Why did she do that????

Those believers were likewise extravagant in how they expressed their love for Jesus. 

Except it wasn’t perfume they poured out; it was their lives.

They offered up to Jesus their lives to be spent on his great mission to redeem humanity. 

And they did so, not because they had to, but because it seemed the least they could do in response to the great salvation that had been given to them.

They prayed and they shared Jesus, not out of duty, but out of gratitude.

What is so obvious in this passage is that the thing that mattered most to them, was the fame of their Savior and not their own comfort.
That’s why they asked God to enable them to speak of Jesus with a greater boldness.  

They knew if there ever was a time to push ahead; if there ever was a moment of incredible opportunity it was then.


They prayed together, not because they had to; but because they loved Jesus so much that they couldn’t imagine anything other than living for him and his purposes.

Ephesians 3:16-21.

May you know the blessing of Christ living in your heart through faith…

May you experience the blessing of grasping the immensity of Christ’s love…and of being filled with the fullness of God…

…so that the Lord may do through our lives more than we could ever ask or imagine so that his fame spread in this city and beyond.

Why would we pray together for?

Not because we have to.

But because once our hearts have been captivated 


by the remarkable person of Jesus 

and his extravagant love for us,  


out of gratitude we will offer

They knew God had heard them.

They knew God would help them.

God answered.

And God’s answer enabled to do 


what their discussion had led to believe they had to do.

And it wasn’t to run.

And it wasn’t to tone it down for a while.

But when a person responds to God’s invitation of amnesty 


and asks Jesus to forgive them 

and invites him to lead their lives, 


the presence of God’s Spirit within them, 

begins a remarkable re-orientation.

That situation and how those believers responded 


and what their prayers focused on 

remind us and teach us that when a person chooses to follow Jesus 


they are given the remarkable privilege 

of participating with God in what he is doing here on earth.

When everything goes well, 

Realizing our inability  often drives us to seek after God.

There are many situations where we sense our helplessness 


and realize if God doesn’t intervene then there is no hope.

We have a part to play and many times God’s answer to our prayers involve us. But without God’s presence and power what we do will come to nothing.

In those times we recognize that if God doesn’t intervene we are helpless we can’t do or that if God doesn’t intervene

Baseball catcher Yogi Berra played a game in which the score was tied with two outs in the bottom of the ninth inning. 

The batter from the opposing team stepped into the batting box and made the sign of the cross on home plate with his bat. 

Berra was a Catholic, too, but he wiped off the plate with his glove and said to the pious batter, "Why don't we let God just watch this game?"

That is good theology when applied to the outcome of a baseball game. 

But it is terrible theology if it were to be applied 


to the way we live our lives 

and carry out the work of the church. 

God isn’t a spectator who watches what we do.

And prayer isn’t some ceremonial activity.

A sign of our times, religiously, is the fact that Hans Küng's otherwise brilliant theological work On Being a Christian did not have a chapter in it on prayer. When asked about its absence, he apologized and admitted it was a serious oversight. But, he explained, at the time of writing he was so harassed by the Vatican and busy trying to meet his publisher's deadline that he simply forgot. That is my point exactly. Prayer is always the first thing to go when we get caught up in the world's pace. And only prayer can deliver us from that pace.

The result of such freedom was that some have allied with God, 

while others remained opposed to him. 

What those followers in Acts 4 did 

was frame their experience of being threatened with harm, 

in this bigger perspective.

It wasn’t that a few religious leaders didn’t like them.

They were being threatened because they had aligned their lives with God

and his cosmic purposes.

Acts 4:25b-26.

The Scriptures tell us that the human race 


is in rebellion to God and God’s messiah, 

and that every generation participates in this rebellion.

Acts 4:27-28.

The hostility of Herod, Pilate, the Romans 


and the people of Israel towards Jesus 

was but that current generation’s expression of revolt against God. 

The fact that Peter’s listeners were given opportunity to change their minds…about Jesus, tells us something remarkable about who God is and gives us great hope. 

What characteristics of God are revealed in the invitation to repent?
We see his justice.


- they were accountable to God and were found guilty

We see his kindness.

– you acted in ignorance

We see his love.

 – you can turn to God

We see his mercy.

 – when you turn your sins can be wiped out

We see his grace.

 – times of refreshing come to the person who repents

We see his compassion. 
– God reveals to you the truth regarding Jesus

· 3:18

The betrayal and death of Jesus was a great tragedy.

But Peter told his listeners, from God’s perspective, this is how it had to be.

The Bible tells us that before they created all that is, the Father, Son and Spirit, knew humanity would fall. And still they went ahead and created. What is even more astounding was that they also decided…. God the Son would take on himself the guilt and the consequence of humanity’s sin, in order to rescue all who would turn to him, believing in him, and receiving him as their Savior.
Through many of the OT prophets, God had foretold the suffering that would come upon the Rescuer. Humanity’s rescue would be no simple fix. 
And it was not something we could do for ourselves.

Isaiah described it this way.
Isaiah 53:3-9. 
Listen carefully to the pronouns used.
v.3 – who despised and rejected him? Mankind.
v.4 – whose infirmities did he take up; whose sorrows did he carry? Ours.
v.5 – whose sins pierced and crushed him? Ours.
v.6 – who laid on him our sin? The LORD (Yahewh)
v.7 – who oppressed and afflicted him? We did.
v.7 – who led him like a lamb to the slaughter? We did.
v.7 – why did he not speak? Jesus’ silence is deafening – but rather than

condemning him; it condemns us.
v.8 – why was he punished? For his people.
There was no greater tragedy and horror in all of history… than the one that fell upon Jesus.

And through Isaiah we learn this his physical suffering was only the tip of the iceberg.
Jesus’ greatest suffering was when he became sin for us. 2 Corinthians 5:21.
Now listen carefully to what Isaiah wrote next.

I referenced this last week as we celebrated the Lord’s Table.

Isaiah 53:10.
The religious leaders… had arrested Jesus and demanded his death, and to all appearance their will prevailed.
It was Pontius Pilate… who ultimately signed the order for Jesus to be crucified – and to all appearance his will prevailed.
There is no doubt as to who tortured and then nailed Jesus to a cross… the Romans did – and to all appearance the will of the Roman military prevailed.
But according to Isaiah 53:10 whose will actually was carried out that day? Who really was in charge?
…it was the LORD’s will to crush him

…it was the LORD’S will to cause him to suffer

…it was the LORD’S will to make his life an offering for sin
In the garden of Gethsemane, an epic battle raged within Jesus as he spoke with his Father. Knowing what would come upon him within a few, short hours, was what moved Jesus to ask the Father - “Take this cup from me.”
What was the cup?

It was the suffering of body and soul that would come upon him.

But the Father, the Son and the Spirit had determined before Creation, that Jesus’ drinking of that cup was the only way humanity could be saved.

This is why, as soon as he asked, Jesus then affirmed, “Yet not what I will, but what you will.”  Mark 14:36.
It had to be this way.

If Jesus had said no, the fallen sons and daughters of Adam and Eve would have been doomed…forever.
The statement made by Isaiah, and the words Jesus shouted from the cross, “why have you forsaken me?” trouble us.

How can a Sovereign God who is love, crush, as Jesus was crushed?

_____________________________________________________

We need to pause here for the sake of clarity.

This is an important question, whose answer we must not get wrong.

3:21. Peter said that just as God had fulfilled his promise 


to send the Messiah to deal with mankind’s sin, 

in the same way God would also fulfill his promise 


to restore the creation back to what it had been 
before the curse of death marred everything.
Peter described God has moving history towards 


a dramatic and incredible conclusion.

The culture in which we live has embraced political correctness. 
We should be gracious and thoughtful in our conversations. 

There is never any excuse to be rude or harsh.

But what I wonder is to what extent this cultural zeal to not be offensive, 


pressures those who would follow Jesus to subtly massage the truth; or to even water down the truth?

1 John 4:16 says that “God is love.”
John 3:33 says that “God is truthful.”
When God speaks the truth 

he speaks the truth in love.

And he expects his followers to do the same.

That’s why Ephesians 4:15 says: 

“speak the truth in love.”
How do you and I in seizing the opportunities that come our way 


meaningfully speak the truth in love? 

It’s not about simple formulas or canned presentations.
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