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March 6, 18
Acts 5:17-42

Hold up an onion and begin to peel it.

Then slice it in half, commenting on the fact that an onion has multiple layers to it.
Like an onion, today’s story, found in Acts 5, has multiple layers to it.

Coffee/Question: What is a favorite book or movie that has multiple layers to it.
Read Acts 5:17-42
Today we will consider the first layer of this story
v.17-18. 

Why… were the religious leaders... jealous?

We find the answer in 5:12-16.

- miraculous signs and wonders were being done by the apostles 
(God was answering the request of the church made in Acts 4:30)
– they met every day in the temple at Solomon’s Colonnade

(Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem were very visible)
- the believers were highly regarded 
(even though their leader Jesus had been publicly denounced and then shamed by crucifixion)
- more and more people were becoming followers of Jesus
As a result of these things…
– sick people waited for Peter along the streets he would walk – why? 
So that his shadow might fall on them
Word spread out to the towns surrounding Jerusalem of what was happening
- this resulted in crowds of people coming into Jerusalem with their sick and with those tormented by evil spirits seeking healing
What happened?
- ALL OF THEM…were healed
The jealousy of the high priest and his associates didn’t just provoke an emotion of anger. It motivated them to arrest the apostles.

-> The Sadducees saw themselves as the guardians of the temple and the keepers of the peace with Rome. So, naturally, it greatly troubled them to see the apostles and the followers of Jesus using the temple... for their gatherings.

-> The Sadducees took great offense at the preaching of the apostles, who in telling the story of Jesus, repeatedly would state that it was the religious leaders who had conspired with Rome to put Jesus to death.
-> The fame of Jesus’ name, rather than diminishing, was growing...exponentially, as was the popularity of the apostles.
Nobody gathered in the thousands to listen to the Sadducees teach. 

Sick people were not lined along the streets where they walked, hoping that their shadow would touch them.
There is an important implication to our lives in these verses that is hidden in plain sight.
Big idea: God’s glory must be safe in those through whom he will work in significant ways.
Peter had become well known – at first because of his preaching at Pentecost.
But after the healing of the crippled man… in the eyes of many people Peter was a rock star.
If Peter could speak healing to a man crippled from birth, I’m sure in the minds of people, there was nothing Peter couldn’t do.

But there was a problem as 5:12-13 tells us.

Even though Peter went daily to the temple where he met with the believers in Solomon’s Colonnade – a place where he would have been readily accessible, people were afraid to go there, to approach Peter there, because of what had happened to Ananias and Sapphira.
It’s where we see in action the saying - desperate need motivates a person to take desperate action.
Those in need of healing, or who had a family member or friend in need of healing, figured out the streets Peter would walk on as he went to the Temple; and they waited for him along those streets.
Can you picture this scene? Streets lined with sick people…waiting for Peter…hoping that his shadow might touch them.
What would that kind of attention do to you?

What if people thought you were a miracle worker?
What if, everywhere you went, people were waiting to see you; to touch you; desperately hoping your shadow might touch them?
What would happen to your heart? Would it fill with pride?

Would you begin to think, even subtly, that God was lucky to have you on his team?
I remind all of us of how God views pride.
In his estimation, pride is no small thing.

C.S. Lewis says: “Unchastity, anger, greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere fleabites in comparison [to the sin of pride]. It was through pride that the devil became the devil. Pride leads to every other vice. it is the complete anti-God state of mind.”
1 Peter 5:5; James 4:6; Proverbs 16:5 says: God opposes [and detests] the proud.
So, how was it that Peter was not consumed by pride?

How was God able to use him in the incredible ways he did – that every sick person who came to him and the other apostles…was healed?
On the night Jesus was arrested, as supper finished, while they were still seated at the table, Jesus warned Peter that Satan had asked to sift him like wheat is sifted. Luke 22:31.
But Jesus told Peter that he had prayed for him that his faith would not fail.

Why didn’t Jesus just no to Satan?

Why didn’t he protect Peter; why did he give Satan a green light to shake him down?
What Jesus permitted to happen to Peter was for his own good and for the glory of God!
In the many arguments the disciples had had over the years, regarding… which one of them was the greatest, Peter’s voice had been loud in insisting he was.
When Jesus said that ‘all of them would desert him,’ Peter was emphatic in telling Jesus that while that might be true of the others… he never would. Matthew 26:33
The reason Jesus said yes to Satan’s request, is because Peter had not responded to all other means of teaching, modelling, correction. 
For the follower of Jesus, the lesson of humility, is a core lesson, a critically important lesson that has to be learned and lived.
This is why Peter’s pride had to be dealt with…so decisively.
And why the Lord will deal with ours.
And so, on the night, when Jesus was crushed by the anticipation of the enormity of the sin that would be placed upon him the following day… Peter too was crushed by the enormity of the sin that was within him.

After Peter denied Jesus three times, the rooster crowed, and the Scripture says, Jesus “looked straight at Peter.” 
That look…was the moment when Peter saw the hideousness of pride in his own soul; when he began to realize just how depraved he was. The Scripture says Peter left the courtyard of the high priest and “wept bitterly.” Luke 22:61-62.
The next three days were agony for Peter.
It was painful as that deep root of pride within his heart was ripped out.

This is why I think Peter was both shocked and elated by the message of the angel to the women who had come to the tomb on resurrection morning.

“[Jesus] has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples… 
and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’”  Mark 16:6-7.
In Galilee, Peter met with Jesus in the very place it had all began for him.
As Peter had denied Jesus three times, three times Jesus asked him, “Do you love me more; do you really love me; do you love me?” John 21:15-17.
Jesus’ questions, though they hurt Peter, pointed him to the core of what it meant to be his follower.

Each time Peter answered Jesus in the affirmative.
Finally, at the very place where Jesus had first said to Peter, “come, follow me,” Jesus, for a second time, extended to him the invitation, John 21:19: “follow me.”
In love Peter was disciplined, and when Peter turned back (Luke 22:32) in grace he was restored.

After this, Peter was not a perfect man; nor was he a sinless man.

But he was… a surrendered man.

God’s discipline had produced in him what Hebrews 12 promises.

God disciplines us for our good, that we might share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 
verses 10a-11
Do you see now; do you better understand, why Peter when he walked those streets lined with sick people, who were all waiting for him…wasn’t tempted to claim credit for what God was doing through him?
Peter was convinced of what Paul would later write about in his first letter to the church at Corinth, 4:7: What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?
God’s glory was safe with Peter.
Peter knew that what was happening through him was of God.
Why have we focused in on this?

Why is this truth so important to us?

Why is this truth one that we must know and live?
I’ve heard followers of Jesus state how they wish the Holy Spirit would work in their lives and in their churches and in their communities like he did in the time of the book of Acts.

It isn’t a question of whether or not God can do now what he did then.

Of course, he can.
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The right question is does God have a people with whom his glory is safe; a people who will not claim credit for what the Spirit does; a people whose energy and passion comes not from pride, but from humility?

I have no question, no doubt at all… that this church can be a valuable contributor to our community through Big House Breakfast, through Grace Gardens, through the summer Day Camp, through our children and youth ministries, and through so many of you who individually volunteer or serve in other community agencies.

But what happens in this place is not about you nor me.

It’s all about him.

Everything we do here, is to honor Jesus and make him known.

We are reminded in this story that the Holy Spirit does not live to exalt us.

He is active and committed to make one person known.

He doesn’t point people to us; he points people to Jesus.

If our energies and efforts are motivated and driven by pride to build a name for ourselves, then we cannot expect the Holy Spirit to help us - we’re on our own.

If God’s glory is not safe with us; then he will not work through our lives in extraordinary ways!
John the Baptist got it right when he said this about Jesus - he must increase; and I must decrease. John 3:30
God has placed before this church some amazing opportunities this year.

Garden and the Garden Tour

Day Camp

Two services

Alpha

Why is God placing these things before us?

Jesus said this to Paul when he was in Corinth, Acts 18:9: 
Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.
What was true of Corinth is true of Sooke.

There are many people in our town – children, youth, women and men - that Jesus intends to save.

And his plan is to use our lives to speak his good news.

Remember our Big idea: God’s glory must be safe in those through whom he will work in significant ways.
If you and I need a platform; 
if we need a spotlight; 
if you and I need things to be done our way; 
if we don’t have a teachable spirit; 
if the glory of Jesus hasn’t gripped our mind and heart; 
if the applause of Jesus is not enough; 
if we need to be noticed;

If there are areas in our life where sinful pride is manifesting; 

if we easily take offense at others; 

if we are gossiping; 

if we are cherishing old sin habits and resisting the Spirit’s voice….
then we are not safe for the Spirit to work through us in mighty ways.

Just as it was with Peter, God’s goodness motivates him to actively work in our lives 
to discipline us when needed so as to make us a people… through whom his glory can be displayed.
God disciplines us for our good, that we might share in his holiness. 

No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.

Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 
verses 10a-11
If, like Peter, we don’t respond, God will then take whatever drastic measures are needed in order to show you and I what is in us – 
not to overwhelm and leave us in a place of despair; but to show us our ongoing need of the cross of Jesus, and to bring us back into a vibrant love relationship with him.
Today if he is speaking into your heart about certain matters… I urge you to agree with him and call what he says is sin, sin; and welcome him to do what is needed to restore your relationship with him. 

Before we come to the Table, we’re going to sing songs that are prayers; that speak out the truth of Jesus and his wonderful love and grace.

As we sing, I invite you to respond to him; to speak with him – using the words of these songs or your own.
If you would like someone to pray with you; to pray for you – the prayer team is ready and available to do so.

You can come to them at any point – as we sing; and as we come to the Table to remember our Savior and his great sacrifice, which he made because of his love for us.
So Will I




Hillsong United
God of creation there at the start, before the beginning of time
With no point of reference You spoke to the dark 

And fleshed out the wonder of light

And as You speak a hundred billion galaxies are born
In the vapor of Your breath the planets form
If the stars were made to worship so will I

I can see Your heart in everything You’ve made every burning star a signal fire of grace
If creation sings Your praises so will I

God of Your promise You don’t speak in vain, no syllable empty or void
For once You have spoken all nature and science follow the sound of Your voice

And as You speak a hundred billion creatures catch Your breath
Evolving in pursuit of what You said…if it all reveals Your nature so will I

I can see Your heart in everything You say every painted sky a canvas of Your grace
If creation still obeys You so will I, So will I, So will I

If the stars were made to worship so will I
If the mountains bow in reverence so will I
If the oceans roar Your greatness so will I
For if everything exists to lift You high so will I
If the wind goes where You send it so will I
If the rocks cry out in silence so will I
If the sum of all our praises still falls shy
Then we’ll sing again a hundred billion times

God of salvation You chased down my heart through all of my failure and pride
On a hill You created the light of the world abandoned in darkness to die

And as You speak a hundred billion failures disappear
Where You lost Your life so I could find it here

If You left the grave behind You so will I
I can see Your heart in everything You’ve done
Every part designed in a work of art called love
If You gladly chose surrender so will I

I can see Your heart eight billion different ways
Every precious one a child You died to save
If You gave Your life to love them so will I

Like You would again a hundred billion times
But what measure could amount to Your desire
You’re the One who never leaves the one behind

Songwriters: Joel Houston / Benjamin Hastings / Michael Fatkin
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