Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues



                    August 19, 18
Acts 6:5, 8 – Stephen, Full of Faith
Coffee/Question: How would you describe faith?
Feedback
Acts 6 lists the names of seven men who were chosen to wait on tables, but the stories of only two are told in greater detail.
Stephen’s story is told first; to be followed by Philip’s.
Acts 6:5, 8: …they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit…
Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people. 
What did Dr. Luke mean when he described Stephen as being… a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit…
gotquestions.org says:
The biblical definition of faith… contains two aspects: intellectual assent and trust. 
Intellectual assent believes something to be true. Trust relies on that “something.” https://www.gotquestions.org/definition-of-faith.html
Illustration of a chair. Have a volunteer come up on the stage.

Can we agree on what this is?  A chair.
And can we agree on what this chair is intended to be used for?  To sit on.

What do you think – would this chair hold you; hold me?
Does the design look good?
Does the chair appear to be solid?
Are there any broken welds/loose screws?
You and I believe:

that this is a chair… and 
that this chair could hold us, if we sat on it.
But neither of us have yet put our trust in this chair.
How is our faith in the chair evidenced?
When we sit on it.

Many people believe certain facts about Jesus Christ – 
that he existed; 
that he was a great teacher; 
even that he died on a cross.
But knowing facts about Jesus is not faith.

James wrote in his letter, 2:19: You believe that there is one God. Good! 
Even the demons believe that – and shudder.
Saving faith… “sits in the chair;” that is, it relies on Jesus.
Relies on Jesus in what sense?

That the sacrifice of his life dealt with, not only humanity’s sin problem, but my sin problem; that he makes me right with God; that when I believe in him, through him I receive, as a gift, life that will never end.

John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
Because Stephen was full of the Spirit we know he had put his trust in Jesus, and that the Spirit had birthed in him a new nature. 
This is why I think the phrase, “full of faith,” might be describing the spiritual gift of faith.
1 Corinthians 12:7-11.

 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.
 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different languages and to still another the interpretation of languages.  
11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
What is the spiritual gift of faith?
gotquestions.org says:  The gift of faith instills great confidence in God’s promises, power, and presence … 
Consider these examples.
Noah spent 120 years building a huge boat in a time, when rain was non-existent.  Abraham believed God’s promise that he would father a child when his wife’s natural ability to conceive had ended.    https://www.gotquestions.org/gift-of-faith.html
Moses, in his day, confronted the leader of the world’s superpower, and armed only with a staff and the promise of God, insisted that Pharaoh release the Hebrew people from their bondage.

Joshua led the people of Israel to walk in silence around the fortified walls of Jericho, trusting God that when they shouted on the seventh day, the walls would collapse. 

When a vast army came up against Judah, King Jehoshaphat led his people to inquire of the Lord and to seek his help. The Spirit of the Lord answered them, “This battle is not yours, but God’s.” Jehoshaphat encouraged his people, “Have faith in the LORD your God and you will be upheld.” As they went out to meet the invaders they praised God, singing, “Give thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever.” As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the invading army and they were defeated.

Each of these individuals had great confidence in God’s promise, power and presence, that persuaded them to boldly live in light of who God is.

Their faith also inspired others to live in trust of the Lord.
Coming back to the phrase in Acts 6:5 that Stephen was full of faith.
Why had the Spirit given him… this gift?
We can understand the importance of the gift of wisdom.

But why was this gift of faith needed for waiting on tables?
The Spirit gave to Stephen the gift of faith to believe that the reconciling gospel of Jesus was greater than the relational conflict due to ethnicity that was threatening to divide the church.
* Stephen believed as he served food, he was playing his part in how the Father would answer the prayer of Jesus… that his church be one.

* Stephen believed God could change an embittered heart.
* Stephen believed that those who’ve experienced Jesus’ forgiveness, have not only the example of Jesus to do so, but also the means provided by the Spirit to forgive others. 
Spiritual gifts are always mission critical.
Are you familiar with the name Hudson Taylor?
In 1853 he went as a missionary to China, living there for 51 years.
He founded the China Inland Mission as a faith mission.

What that meant is that those who joined him in China relied on God, in that their only guarantee for provision was God’s promises.

Hudson said, “We have the assurance, ‘No good thing will he withhold from those who walk uprightly.’ If anyone did not intend to walk uprightly, they’d better stay home. 
But if they meant to walk uprightly, then they had all they needed in the shape of a guarantee fund. 
God owns all the gold and silver in the world, and the cattle on a thousand hills…. 
Let us see that we keep God before our eyes; that we walk in his ways and seek to please and honor him in everything, great and small. 
Depend upon it, God’s work, done in God’s way, will never lack God’s supplies.”
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/have-its-foolish-to-underestimate-the-gift-of-faith/
2 Corinthians 9:8: And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
Hudson Taylor over a life-time proved God’s promise made in 2 Corinthians 9:8.
His son Howard, reflecting on his father’s faith in God and his prayers to God, wrote this:
“[My father] saw the Lord in answer to prayer, 
quell the raging of a storm at sea, 

alter the direction of the wind, and 
give rain in a time of drought. 
He saw the Lord in answer to prayer, 
stay the hand of would-be murderers, and 
quell the violence of enraged men. 

He saw the Lord in answer to prayer, 
rebuke sickness, and 
raise up the dying when all hope of recovery seemed gone. 
As he trusted in God’s faithfulness, again and again he saw God supply the needs of his family and work in answer to prayer.

It was his practice to encourage others… to put their trust in the love that cannot forget, and the faithfulness that cannot fail.
Both Hudson Taylor and Stephen, were men full of faith; who acted in faith; and who encouraged others to put their trust in the Lord.
They both believed there was no life that couldn’t be changed; no situation that couldn’t be remedied or in which grace could be granted to sustain a person. 

Full of faith, they asked Jesus to act on their behalf and on behalf of the people they met, and Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today and forever… did so. 
Look again at Acts 6:8.

As a result of his faith in Jesus, Stephen’s life was a conduit through which God’s grace and power flowed to others. 
I remind you that it was in the context of the food distribution ministry that Stephen did great wonders and miraculous signs. 

We are not told any specifics.

But I imagine with so many widows to care for, that there were many needs.

Stephen full of faith, asked the Lord to provide…and he did…
As a man full of faith and full of God’s grace and power, Stephen believed that regardless of a circumstance there was hope because of God.

We can read of a Stephen, a Hudson Taylor, a Abraham or Joshua, a George Mueller, a Moses or Jehoshaphat, and think they were different from us; that is, they were far above us.

But the scripture reminds us in James 5, when it speaks of another man full of faith, Elijah, and says of him that he was a man just like us.

God’s mode of operation is stated in 1 Corinthians 1:27-28: 
“God has chosen those the world calls foolish…he has chosen those the world calls weak…he has chosen those of little strength and 
small 
reputation…”
God places his extraordinary grace in the lives of ordinary people.

Why does he do that?

2 Corinthians 4:7 says: But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all- surpassing power is from God and not from us. 
The treasure within the follower of Jesus is what? 

It is the life and grace of Jesus.

Those given the gift of faith are not the only ones required to live by faith.
But God’s Spirit does gift some… with great faith, in order to inspire… and encourage… 
and motivate the people of God in a local church to press on to live by faith.

What would that look like for us? 
· to be bold and persistent in our prayers 

…for our Day Camp and Grand Finale
…for Grace Gardens – we are doing more than growing food. We are showing the goodness and generosity of God, as well as the sufficiency of Jesus who satisfies not only our temporal hunger, but most importantly our spiritual hunger and thirst.
It’s like I tell the Coffee Crew ladies – you are not just making coffee – you are facilitating conversation and relationship.

· to be confident in the ability of Jesus 
our financial challenge - the LORD says if you honor me with your wealth, 
I will throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out such blessing on you that you will not have room enough for it (Malachi 3:6-12).

Remember Hudson Taylor!

· to be willing and available conduits through which the grace and power of God can touch the lives of others that he brings into our lives; that he directs us to go do.
The question before us is not whether we say we believe the phrase – “nothing is impossible with God” – but whether we live and act in our daily lives on the basis that God is the God of the impossible? 
That we rely on God.
He can do much more than we could ever imagine or ask through the lives of those who are yielded to him and who live in confidence of him.
I close with this prayer from the Welsh revival.

“Fill me, Holy Spirit, fill me, more than fullness I would know:

I am the smallest of your vessels, yet, I much can overflow.” 

It is the desire of the Spirit to fill us so that our lives would be a means of blessing to the world, whether in large or small ways.

The Blessing

“Fill me, Holy Spirit, fill me, more than fullness I would know:

I am the smallest of your vessels, yet, I much can overflow.” 

Why does the Spirit come to live in the believer?
* To assure us… and to keep reminding us of who God is and who we are because of Jesus’ gift of salvation.

Romans 8:16: The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.

Galatians 4:6: Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”
* To take control. 
Romans 8:9:  "You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.” 

* To teach us truth
John 14:26: But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
* To lead and to guide us.

Galatians 5:25: Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
* To embolden us to speak as Jesus’ witnesses.

Acts 1:8: You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses…
King Nebuchadnezzar didn’t use Bible terms but look at what he said about Daniel. Daniel 4:8: …the spirit of the holy gods is in him.
Daniel was known to be full of the Spirit.

What indicators or character qualities were seen in Daniel that convinced King Nebuchadnezzar to make such a statement?

What Nebuchadnezzar saw in Daniel was humility, rather than boastful arrogance.

The incident that demonstrated Daniel was full of the Spirit, had to do with a dream that King Nebuchadnezzar demanded his wise men to interpret.

Daniel 2:1-11.

When Daniel did what none of the other wise men could do, and told the king what his dream was, he did not claim credit for the wisdom given to him but pointed Nebuchadnezzar to the great God of heaven.
Daniel 2:28, 30 – “There is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come…As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom than other living men, but so that you, O king, may know the interpretation and that you may understand what went through your mind.” 
And when Daniel told the King what his dream meant, he concluded by saying, 

Daniel 2:45 – “The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. 
The dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy.”
The Spirit of God lives to bring glory to Jesus, and in those who are full of the Spirit, they too now live to make much of Jesus.

The Bible tells the stories of Daniel and Stephen and many others like them, to encourage us… with the goodness of God and to inspire us… that this is what life is all about when the Spirit makes his home in us.
When Jesus lived on the earth, his life was characterized by a particular distinction.

See if you can identify that distinction from these verses.

Luke 2:40: And the child [Jesus] grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.
Luke 3:21-22; 4:1: When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. 
And as he was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased….” Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness.
Luke 5:17:  And the power of the Lord was with Jesus… to heal the sick.
Acts 10:38: God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power… and he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.
Can anyone tell me what is the common thread in these verses?

What set Jesus’ life apart?

Look at this verse, John 3:34-35: The one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them. 
These verses in John 3 tell us:

· The Father loves Jesus.
· Jesus was sent into the world by the Father.

· The Father placed everything into Jesus’ hands.

· God the Father gives to Jesus the Spirit.

· The presence of the Spirit in Jesus is without limit.
· During his earthly ministry, Jesus spoke the words of God. 

(Jesus is identified in the first chapter of John’s gospel as “The Word.”)

· Those who believe in Jesus are given eternal life; those who reject Jesus remain under God’s wrath.

The word “limit” in the original language of the NT is “metron.”

It literally means “that which is used for measuring, a measure.” 

Jesus wasn’t given some of the Spirit.

He had the Spirit, without measure.

Why was that so?

The answer leads us into deep truth.

Jesus was the God-man.

As God the Son, his relationship with God the Father and God the Spirit had no restrictions or limits – he knew all of the Father and all of the Spirit and they in turn knew all of the Son. Theirs was a pure, all-encompassing, all-knowing love relationship. 

As it pertained to his humanity, Jesus had the Spirit without limit, because his obedience to God was without limit.

The night before he died, Jesus said, John 14:30-31: 

I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me; but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me.
How did Jesus’ describe his obedience?

“…I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.”

There was no area of Jesus’ life, where he acted independently of the Father. 

And what motivated Jesus to obey the Father?

“I love the Father…”
Outside of the little town of Sychar, Jesus said to his followers, John 4:34: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me.” 

Doing the will of the Father energized Jesus.

It didn’t drain him.

He didn’t find obedience to be an onerous task.

Jesus found delight in doing exactly what the Father said because he loved the Father.

Isn’t that incredible?

How do you and I deal with temptation when it visits us?

How do we say no, when self-oriented desires within us clamor to be satisfied?

John Piper’s counsel is for you and I to delight in God.

This is what Jesus did.

Anything Satan tempted Jesus with, was a pale imitation to the pleasure and joy he found in his relationship with the Father.

Let me say it again: as a man, Jesus experienced the Spirit of God in his life without limit, because he obeyed the Father without limit.

· This is why Jesus was able to teach as he taught; and to heal as he healed; and to answer his adversaries with such wisdom – because he was full of the Spirit.

· This is why Jesus loved his own as he did, in spite of their repeated failings – because he was full of the Spirit.

· This is why Jesus didn’t run from the cross – because he was full of the Spirit.
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