Gospel Gratitude






October 7, 2018
Luke 7:36-50
Coffee Question:
Do you have a story that you love to read again and again?
What is it about the story that you love? 
Today’s story is a familiar one.

It is found in Luke 7:36-50.
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Matt Chandler says: Gospel gratitude springs from gospel preciousness.
1 John 4:19 – We love him because he first loved us.
Love for and gratitude to God is the response of a person who has experienced God’s love.
There are three key individuals in this story. 
One was Jesus.
The second was a man named Simon who is identified as being a Pharisee.

He was the one hosting the dinner party.
Luke doesn’t say why Simon invited Jesus to his home. 

It might have been that Simon wanted to confirm for himself whether the things being said about Jesus were true: ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’  Luke 7:34
Or maybe Simon genuinely wanted to hear more of what Jesus was teaching.
Or maybe it was both.
The third individual was an unnamed woman.
She lived in the same town as Simon.
Luke writes that she had lived a sinful life; but gives no other detail as to what that life might have been.

He also tells his readers that this woman brought with her an alabaster jar of perfume.

Alabaster is a strong, dense stone, similar to marble, found in Israel and the surrounding areas. 

Because of its beauty and strength, alabaster was often used for storing precious perfume.     https://www.compellingtruth.org/alabaster-box.html
Jesus was an invited guest.
But the woman wasn’t.

It was obvious – she had recently heard or spoken with Jesus. 

And whatever Jesus said to her, had profoundly impacted her, and brought her to a point of crises.
As a Pharisee, Simon believed association with sinful people would contaminate him.
And so, the woman’s presence in the room presented another kind of crises for him.
The woman didn’t say anything once she was in the room.

All she did was stand behind Jesus at his feet.

Point of Connection
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“It would seem that Our Lord finds our
desires not too strong, but too weak. We are
half-hearted creatures, fooling about with
drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy
is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants
to go on making mud pies in a slum because
he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer
of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily
pleased.”




This woman was not half-hearted.

She might have fooled about with drink and sex and ambition before she met Jesus.

But not anymore.
We see in her a great longing.
Whatever had led her to lead a sinful life, had been exposed by Jesus and she now saw her sin and the waste she had made of her life.

In Jesus she encountered love and grace and truth.

She had heard his invitation to come to him.

And she believed that if she did… he would welcome her.

She crashed the party that night because the burden of her sin and the emptiness of her life could not be endured another day.

She was desperate to receive the new life Jesus had offered her.

The psalmist wrote: “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for the living God.” Psalm 42
Have you experienced such longing?
Paul wrote of this to the church at Philippi – I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings.
In Matthew 13, Jesus told two parables that were similar.

One was about a hidden treasure; the other was about a pearl of great value.

In both instances, the person who found the treasure/who found the pearl, joyfully sold everything they had in order to obtain what they had found.
This woman who crashed Simon’s party got it!

This woman had discovered the preciousness of Jesus.
And she was laying down everything in order to gain him.
Matt Chandler says: Gospel gratitude springs from gospel preciousness.
Luke tells us that the woman wept as she stood behind Jesus.
Jerry Bridges writes:
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Point of Connection
When a dead soul is awakened by God there is great emotion.

The woman’s tears were tears of repentance for sin committed; tears of regret for what sin had ruined and wasted.

Thomas Watson wrote:
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Mixed in with her tears of repentance, were tears of joy.

She had seen God for the first time.
In meeting Jesus, she had met the Father.

She experienced through Jesus the extravagant love of God that forgives and his amazing grace that makes new.

Seeing her tears on his feet, but having no towel, the woman used her hair to dry them.

And then with gratitude she kissed the feet of Jesus and poured perfume on them.
John Newton wrote: How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.
Remember: Gospel gratitude springs from gospel preciousness.
Luke doesn’t tell us how long Jesus made Simon wait before he spoke to him about the woman.
But I can tell you this with certainty.
Though the woman’s presence in the room, was not acknowledged by any of the other guests, including Simon, conversation was awkward and strained as everyone watched, either directly or out of the corner of their eye, to see what would happen. 
We mustn’t miss this!

v.39 – Simon “said to himself…”
Did Simon say what he said out loud? or did he just think it?

In Luke 5, when a paralyzed man was lowered down through the roof, Jesus said to him, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 

This upset the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who were there.
5:21 says, “…[they] began thinking to themselves, ‘Who is this fellow who speak blasphemy? …”
If Simon was just thinking those thoughts, I believe Luke would said so.

Simon probably spoke quietly, under his breath, but the repulsion he felt due to the woman’s presence, and his shock that Jesus let her touch him… was nonetheless heard by Jesus.
v.40 – “Jesus answered him…”
When Jesus said to Simon, “I have something to tell you,” Simon invited Jesus to speak to him.
Read v.41-42.

What was the point Jesus attempted to impress upon Simon?

The one who is forgiven much, loves much.

Simon and other Pharisees like him, saw themselves as being in little need of forgiveness, and so Jesus was not precious to them, as he was to the woman kneeling at his feet.
In an earlier parable, when Jesus had been accused by the Pharisees of eating with tax collectors and sinners, Jesus explained his actions by saying, 
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Simon did not get it.
Point of Connection
But then, who does?
Until a person meets Jesus and the eyes of their heart are opened, we all are prone to measure our goodness, by putting it alongside someone else who is worse than us.

But doing so, only feeds sinful pride.

The true measure of one’s goodness is only known when it is put alongside that of God’s.

Simon’s need of Jesus was just as great as that of the woman.
But Simon hadn’t yet grasped what had been revealed to the woman.

It is by grace through faith that one is saved – see Ephesians 2:8.
This is why Simon couldn’t understand the woman’s tears; her kneeling at and kissing of Jesus’ feet; her pouring out of the perfume.
Remember - Matt Chandler says: Gospel gratitude springs from gospel preciousness.
Jesus said to the woman: “Your sins are forgiven.”
Are there any sweeter words than those?

Her past; the guilt of all the shameful things she had done ...forgiven.

In faith she had come to Jesus. 

She believed that with him there could be a fresh start to her life. 

And she was right.

Jesus assured her: “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”
Do you realize how sweet those words are? “Go in peace.”

I’m confident she had lost hope.

I’m certain her guilt had tormented her mind.

But in Jesus she was given...peace.

At peace with God, through faith in Jesus, she could now be at peace with herself.

Point of Connection
John Burke, in his book, ‘Unshockable,’ wrote about another time when Jesus shocked people with his gift of forgiveness, like he did that particular night.

Jesus knew Zacchaeus had robbed people blind and profited much from unethical behavior, yet Jesus was not repulsed by Zacchaeus.

Instead of correcting him, Jesus offered Zacchaeus relationship - “Come down, Zacchaeus, I’m staying at your house today.” 

Jesus’ association with Zacchaeus shocked everyone! 

Yet it was relationship with Jesus that changed Zacchaeus.

Zacchaeus’ returned all that he had wrongfully taken - as a response of gratitude for the preciousness of the forgiveness of sin he had found through Jesus.
Gratitude is the language of the heart… that has been awakened… by the love of God expressed through Jesus Christ.
Remember - Gospel gratitude springs from gospel preciousness.
There is a footnote to this story: Luke 8:1-3.
I believe the unnamed woman in Luke 7 was one of the “many others.”

I’m convinced that Luke was deliberate and intentional when he went from the telling of her story to describe those who travelled with Jesus as he went from town to town, preaching the good news of the kingdom of God.

Jesus gave her life, and she in turn gave her life to serve Jesus, and others in his name.
What she did is not the extraordinary response of a few; but the typical response of those who treasure Jesus.
Gospel gratitude springs from gospel preciousness.
The Blessing
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God, send me anywhere, only go
with me. Lay any burden on me,
only sustain me. And sever any
tie in my heart except the tie
that binds my heart to Yours.
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