Membership and Baptism, Part One				January 13, 2019
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In the second chapter of the same letter, Peter again reminded his audience that they were “aliens and strangers in the world…”

When a person turns to Jesus and believes in him and receives him into their life, they are born of the Spirit and become a new creation.
Outwardly a follower of Jesus looks the same; but inwardly… they have a new nature; a new identity; new desires; a new allegiance; a new destiny. 

This change brought about by the Spirit of God so profoundly transforms us, that we no longer fit into a world that is in rebellion against God.

We used to be strangers and aliens to God.
But now through faith in Jesus we are…
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The new identity that we have is because of “whose” we are – 
we belong to God – he chose us before he created the world
  he gave his life in sacrifice for us; 
  he rescued us from sin and death; 
  he is at work in us to transform us, body, soul and spirit; 
  he marked our lives; and 
  he has given us his Spirit who now lives within us.

There has always been a profound difference between those who follow Jesus and those who don’t.
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What is that word of life?
[image: Image result for ephesians 4:4-6]

In every generation since the resurrection and the ascension of Jesus, local churches have worked hard
[image: Image result for keep the main thing the main thing]

Essentials of the gospel include the doctrine of the Trinity – one Spirit, one Lord, one God and Father; one faith - in Jesus Christ alone; one hope – the new heaven and the new earth; one baptism – the Spirit who makes us new; one body – the church of Jesus Christ.

This endeavor to keep the main thing the main thing has also required churches in every generation to ask: what are the secondary issues??

In the family of churches to which we belong, in my lifetime, we have identified a number of secondary issues in which there is room for differences.

We all believe Jesus will physically return.
But the rapture? Pre, mid or post.
And the millennium? Pre-mil, a-mil, pan-mil.

We believe the Bible is the living Word of God.
But there are a number of good translations into English that you can choose to read from.

It is an important discipline that as a local church we learn how to talk through theological issues, searching the scriptures as we do so, and looking to the Spirit of God to teach and to guide us.

With that as background, we as a local church need to discuss together, for however long it takes, a question that is being talked about in our family of churches – membership and the role of baptism.

The board members of this church have talked about this issue for the past year.
We’ve gathered and read through pertinent materials; and have talked with different individuals.

Having done the needed ground work, we believe we are at a point now to help this church talk through this matter.

Today we will talk about membership in a local church.
And then next time, we will interact regarding the issue of baptism.

We believe from the Scriptures that it is clear we are to baptize believers.
Matthew 28:19-20
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When it comes to how we baptize – we believe the scriptures are also clear – we baptize a believer in Jesus by immersing them in water.

We will look at those passages next time.

What this also means is that we will never baptize an infant.
But what we will do as a church in regards to infants is that we will dedicate a young couple to the task and responsibility of raising, teaching and influencing their child to know Jesus; and we will pledge as a church to stand with these parents and to assist them as they do so.

In addition to dedicating parents, we will also speak blessing over their child.

So what is the question we are needing to talk through together, regarding church membership and baptism?
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Other Baptist churches have addressed and talked through this question.
For example - it is the conviction of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where John Piper was the pastor, until his recent retirement, as well as Grace Baptist Church in Hope, B.C., where Jeff Kuhn is the pastor, that:
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[image: ]

[image: ]

In order to work through this question, we must look at what the scripture says about membership in the local church, and baptism.

It is important in these next weeks, that our conversation on this matter be grace filled and respectful.
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We can have different opinions and thoughts.
We can disagree agreeably, as we endeavor to discern and learn together.
But what we cannot do is engage in discussion that is disrespectful or anger driven.

With this issue we are not talking in the abstract.
There are people here, who have come from other church traditions, for whom Sooke Baptist is now home.

For some of them, the word of their testimony is that their baptism at a different time or by a different mode is indeed very precious.
We need to ask and answer - can we welcome them into membership?

What does the scriptures say about the church and being a member?

Ephesians 3:7-12
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The church is at the center of God’s plan to glorify himself.
The church from eternity past has been the focus of God’s purpose.
What that means is that the church is not an after-thought; a plan B.

Through the church God puts his grace and his wisdom on display.
Where?
The passage says, “In the heavenly realms.”
And to whom?
The passage says, “To the rulers and the authorities” in those realms.

This is incredible.
The church is the evidence; it is the proof of how limitless God’s grace is and how wide and long, how high and deep is his wisdom and love.

From the beginning the church has been a community of people who are different from each other. Remember Acts 6? 


Galatians 3:28 speaks of:
	Jew and Greek (nationality)
	slave and free (social standing)		
	male and female (gender)
We know from experience that the church also encompasses:
	young and old (age)
	introvert and extrovert (personality and temperament)
	rich and poor (economic standing)

What then is the point of commonality?
Our faith in Jesus Christ.

Is it easy to love people who are different than you?
Isn’t that why we gravitate towards those who are like us?
Don’t we have the same issue in our extended families  ?

We love and accept one another because in Jesus Christ, God loves and has accepted us.

In his church, Jesus showcases his life and the power of his salvation to make men and women into new creations; and from these rescued ones to forge a community that makes God known.
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As we open our lives to Jesus; he leads us to open our lives to one another.

This is challenging!
But this is how we move out of the shadows, into the light.

What Jesus said in John 13:35 was not a one-time word of instruction, only for his original disciples.
This is the message of the NT.
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Galatians 6:10
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The kind of love is so much more than a warm and fuzzy feeling.


It is a strong and persevering love, that rather than pleasing itself, bears the weaknesses and failings of others (see Romans 15:1); that contributes to the needs of the saints and seeks to show hospitality (see Romans 12:13); that rejoices with those who rejoice, and weeps with those who weep (see Romans 12:15); and that forgives seventy times seven.
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Just as a marriage doesn’t image Christ’s love for the church if… the husband or wife walks away when conflict happens or sacrifice is required, so the community of a local church doesn’t say much about the power of the gospel, if its members walk away when there is disagreement or sacrifice is needed.

We have an important role in one another’s growth in grace.
The Scriptures say we are to:
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How do we specifically do this?
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We need one another.
All of us…let me say that again…all of us, are prone to self-deception.
Do you know how God guards our hearts and our lives; how he protects us from ourselves?

Through other believers in a local church.
This is why Jesus teaches us to invest time with and effort into one another’s lives.
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Jesus calls us to know one another and to watch out for one another, and to allow others to speak into our life as we speak into theirs.

The tendency of people in our culture is to associate with those who are similar and who would tell them what they want to hear.
But remember, as the people of God, we live differently because we have a new nature, and a new identity.

The tendency of people in our culture to distance one’s self from those who disagree with them. 
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The tendency of so many in our culture is to avoid tough conversations.
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This is why many move on… instead of working through.

Remember, as the people who belong to God, we not only speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15), we are so committed to each other that we would lay down our lives for one another (I John 3:16).

Just as the commitment of marriage enables a couple to work through challenges, and thrive, so the commitment of membership in a local church enables a community of Jesus followers to do likewise; to so engage with one another that, Ephesians 4:13, “…we become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”

What specifically does that look like?
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This is what God intends for every church - a community of people who are thriving and growing spiritually; who are becoming strong in their faith; rather than remaining as spiritual infants (immature) easily distracted and knocked off course.

There is no explicit command in Scripture that says, “be a church member.”
But there are a number of spiritual practices where we make visible realities that are yet unseen.

John the Baptist said of Jesus:
[image: Image result for john 1:32-33]

When we trust in Jesus we are baptized with the Holy Spirit.
Our water baptism demonstrates this.

[bookmark: _GoBack]When we trust in Jesus, his Spirit comes to live in us, and he brings the life of Jesus into our life.

[image: ]

When we celebrate the Lord’s Table, and eat the bread and drink the juice, we demonstrate in a tangible way, this unseen reality – the life of Jesus nourishing our new nature.

When we trust in Jesus we become a part of his universal church comprised of believers from every nation on the earth, both living and those who are currently with Jesus in his home.

When we become a declared member of a local church, we make visible this unseen reality.

We live by our commitments.
Becoming a member of a local church is important for the living out of our faith in the days in which we find ourselves.

If SBC is home for you, I would encourage you to become a declared member.
Being a member is so much more than being able to vote at the AGM.
It’s a shared life with others who are pursuing after Jesus and living for the glory of God.
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“…that you may become blameless and pure, 
children of God without fault 



in a crooked and depraved generation, 
in which you shine like stars in the universe, 



as you hold out the word of life…”



Philippians 2:14-16
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Can we on a case by case basis, 
welcome into membership, individuals, 



from another church tradition, 
who were baptized, 



either as an infant, or 
by a different mode other than immersion; 



but who: 



(1) give clear evidence they are born of the Spirit



and 



(2) whose word of testimony is that their baptism 
at a different time or by a different mode 



was indeed precious and deeply meaningful.”










Can we on a case by case basis, 

welcome into membership, individuals, 

from another church tradition, 

who were baptized, 

either as an infant, or 

by a different mode other than immersion; 

but who: 

(1) give clear evidence theyareborn of the Spirit

and 

(2) whose word of testimony is that their baptism 

at a different time or by a different mode 

was indeed precious and deeply meaningful.”


image8.emf



“…the excluding from membership 
of a truly regenerate person 
who gives clear evidence of saving faith 
is a more serious mistake 
than viewing the time and the mode of baptism 
as essential
to the qualifications for membership.”
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Bethlehem Baptist Church
welcomes into membership 
those whose resting place is… 



in Christ alone, 
through grace alone, 
by faith alone, 
to the glory of God alone. 



John Piper 
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“Our aim is to make 
the door to membership 
in this local church 
the same size 
as the door 
to universal 
church membership.”



John Piper
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to the world that you are my disciples.”
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HEBREWS 10:25
2 Not giving up meeting together,
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but encouraging one another —
and all the more as you see

the Day approaching.
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To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia…



1 Peter 1
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“God’s elect”
1 Peter 1:1



“a chosen people”
1 Peter 2:9



“the people of God”
1 Peter 2:10











