Membership and Baptism, Part Four					February 10, 19

Today, my goal is to build on the teaching of the last three Sundays.
I remind you - the Bible tells one story – the story of how the triune God in grace acted to rescue humanity from the curse of sin and death through Jesus the Messiah.

In the OT era, there were five major covenants made by God with individuals and the nation of Israel:
[image: Image result for five major covenants of the old testament]
Noahic; Abrahamic; Mosaic; Davidic; New

All five covenants were of grace – which means the promises and the blessings of the covenants were experienced through faith in God; not by human effort.
The testimony of Hebrews 11 confirms this – all of the people spoken of in this chapter were people of the OT era.

Through the covenants made in the OT era, God progressively revealed the truth of his person and his purposes, but also the truth of the insidiousness; the destructiveness of mankind’s sin.
[image: Image result for cosmic treason]
R.C. Sproul said:
[image: Image result for cosmic treason]
Sin is no small thing.
Human sin irreparably broke our relationship with God…and there was nothing we could do to fix it.
This is what makes God’s overtures so shocking.

As the Judge of all the earth, God cannot overlook or dismiss human sin with the wave of his hand. Justice must be done – otherwise God is not God.
And the just penalty for the treason of sin against an infinitely holy God…. is death – physical, spiritual and eternal.

But God also reveals that he is a God of love.
Before he created, God knew humanity would rebel against him.
But this did not deter God from creating. 
Instead, in love… he determined that he would take on to himself the just penalty of our sin.

How did he do this? In the Bible God tells us….
[image: ]
In the final covenant, the new covenant, Jesus offered his perfect life in sacrifice, paying in full humanity’s sin debt, in order that we might be forgiven.
But forgiven in what sense?
[image: Image result for quotes about the atonement for sin]
Is that not incredible!!?!!?!!!

But what was the situation before Jesus came?
How was sin dealt with in the time of the OT covenants?
Blood was still shed.
[image: ]
In the Mosaic covenant, God in mercy, and in anticipation of Jesus’ coming, allowed for the life blood of an animal to be offered in sacrifice, in order to atone, that is, to cover the offense of a person’s sin, who through faith in God was in  relationship with God.

David wrote in Psalm 103:
[image: Image result for as far as the east is from the west verse]
Did the blood of an animal offered in sacrifice accomplish what David described?

Hebrews 10:4 answers that question.
[image: ]
What is this saying?
“Substitutionary” animal sacrifice in the time of the OT… when the Mosaic Covenant was operational… was effective to cover, but not to take away sin.

Hebrews 10:5-10 elaborates and explains.
[image: Related image]
The animal sacrifices which the Mosaic law required… were not God’s long-term solution, because they left the human heart unchanged.

From eternity past, God’s will, was centered in Jesus – who was chosen before the creation of the world, to be the once-for-all time sacrifice for human sin.
[image: ]
Only Jesus’ life blood can redeem men and women from the empty way of life, which was passed down to them, through their parents, and which in turn, they pass on to their children.

Remember the song?
What can wash away my sin?
What can make me whole within?
Nothing but…the blood of Jesus.

Hebrews 9:15 confirms this.
[image: ]
This too is an amazing statement!

The sacrifice of Jesus… paid in full the sin debt…of those who were alive when Jesus came to the earth; and that of those who were yet to be born; and… that of those who had trusted in him during the time of the first covenant.

Jesus died as a ransom! He was as John the Baptist said…
[image: Image result for sin of the world]

After his death and resurrection, when Jesus ascended to his Father’s home in glory, he took with him all OT believers who in faith had looked ahead to his coming and to his work of salvation.

Look at what Ephesians 4:7-8 says:
[image: C:\Users\Pastor\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\92FB04FD.tmp]

Through Jesus God has given grace upon grace.

In the OT era, from Abraham forward, the physical sign that indicated a person was in covenant relationship with God was… circumcision.
Interestingly, the mark of circumcision was placed on the male descendants of Abraham at eight days of age.

This mark did not indicate they had faith in God; but that they were included in the family; in the nation that was in covenant with God.

But this sign of circumcision, was intended by God to point to a greater reality which he desired of all who would walk with him as his friend.
[image: Image result for deuteronomy 30:6]
A child’s family would mark their body.
But who would circumcise the heart and when?
God would circumcise the heart when a person placed their faith in him.

Physical circumcision ->->-> Faith in God

The question we are exploring, as I mentioned last week, is whether, like circumcision, the sign of the new covenant (water baptism), is to be done by a believing parent or parents, to an infant of theirs, to mark them as children of promise, like children were marked in the OT?

Water baptism ->->-> Faith in God
Faith in God ->->-> Water baptism 

What changed in the new covenant?
In the new covenant, the family of God are not physical, but spiritual descendants of Abraham, who share his faith in God and who are born of the Spirit – whether they are physical Jews or non-Jews.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

To answer our question, we will need to look at what the Bible teaches us about baptism and when a person is to be baptized by water. 
Water baptism is:
(1) a command of Jesus to be obeyed
(2) a picture of burial and resurrection
(3) a picture of spiritual cleansing
(4) the public sign that one belongs to God 

We’ve already looked at water baptism as a command.
[image: ]

So, for today… let’s look at…
Baptism as a picture of Burial and Resurrection
[image: ]
What baptism is being talked of in this passage?
It would seem both Spirit and water baptism.

When we water baptize a person, we do so… “IN” the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

When the Spirit baptizes a person, he baptizes them “INTO” Jesus Christ.
The baptism of the Spirit profoundly integrates and identifies a person with the life of Jesus Christ – his death, burial and resurrection.

And water baptism acts out this reality.

This identification with the death and resurrection of Jesus is not allegorical.
It is at the heart of who a believer is.
Look again at v.6 - a person’s old self, which had been ruled by sin, is put to death and buried, resulting in freedom from slavery to sin.

Colossians 2:11-12 elaborates on the believer’s identification with Jesus and the corresponding new life they now live.
[image: ]
In this passage, as one is circumcised and baptized – two phrases, “in him” and “with him” are important – because they stress that the identity of the person who has trusted in Jesus… is now rooted in Jesus and what he did, and who he says they are.

There is an important connection made in Colossians 2 - between circumcision of the old self and baptism of the Spirit.
The way the passage reads… it would suggest the two happen… simultaneously.

Note the tense of the verbs used! With water baptism we are acting out; declaring a reality that has already happened.

	… in him we were circumcised
	… in him our old self was put off
	…. with him we were buried
	… with him we were raised from the dead
	… all of this is the result of faith in the working and power of God

Paul expressed this same truth in Galatians 2:20.
[image: Image result for galatians 2:20]

As one places their faith in Jesus, their old way of life is put to death, and so rendered powerless, meaning it is no longer in charge…and…at that very moment, the Spirit creates a new nature within.

As we conclude let me summarize.

* Water baptism acts out; demonstrates; put on public display, the baptism of the Spirit which took place when a person in response to God’s grace, put their faith in Jesus Christ.

* Water baptism doesn’t cause but publicly announces the believer’s death to sin (their spiritual circumcision) and their resurrection to a new life that is alive to God, and is empowered by the life of God.

* Water baptism follows faith, rather than preceding it.

This is why we practice “believer’s baptism.”

What then of our children?
We dedicate them to Jesus, promising to teach them about Jesus and his grace, and endeavoring to influence them to follow him.
We promise as a church to stand with parents and to support them in any way needed.

By way of application – three things.
When a person comes to Jesus – they are a new creation – 2 Corinthians 5:17.
[image: Image result for 2 corinthians 5:17]
Like it was said of Jesus in Romans 6:10 – we have died to sin, in order that we might now live to God.

If you are in Jesus – you are no longer a slave to sin – Romans 6:6
[image: Image result for romans 6:6]
Romans 6:11-12 explains what this means.
You are no longer obligated to sin. You have a choice who you will obey.
If you are in Jesus – his energy powerfully works in you – Colossians 1:29
[image: Image result for colossians 1:29]
What this means is explained in Romans 6:13.
You have been brought from death to life.
You are under grace.
Each day choose to give yourself to Jesus








The Blessing
Romans 6:22-23
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For the life of the creature is in the blood, and I have 
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