Membership and Baptism, Part Five					February 17, 19
The Significance of Baptism

The good news of Jesus is so simple that a child can understand:
[image: /var/folders/kb/vw8wt1ms2xx36439r6jzb_800000gn/T/com.microsoft.Word/WebArchiveCopyPasteTempFiles/?format=750w]
	Jesus loves me this I know
	For the Bible tells me so
	Little ones to him belong
	They are weak but he is strong
	Yes, Jesus loves me
	Yes, Jesus loves me 
Yes, Jesus loves me
The Bible tells me so

But the gospel of Jesus is also rich and profound.
[image: Image result for romans 11:33-36]

And the longer we follow Jesus, the more we discover just how wide and long and high and deep is his love; and how unsearchable is his wisdom.

In this mini-series we are exploring why membership in a local church and water baptism is important; and how these two practices relate to one another.
Let’s pick up where we left off last week.

Water baptism illustrates four important spiritual truths. 
[image: ]

Coffee/Question: Which one of these four truths most connects with you and which emphasis is less known to you.


1. A RESPONSE OF OBEDIENCE
Jesus commands that his followers be baptized.
[image: Image result for matthew 28:19]
A believer, obeys Jesus and is baptized because… Jesus is worthy of their devotion and commitment.

2. DISPLAYS THE BELIEVER’S DEATH TO SIN’S DOMINATION OVER THEM AND THEIR RESURRECTION TO A NEW LIFE CENTERED IN GOD

[image: ]
When a person looks to Jesus, this is what happens…
[image: ]
Before a person is found by Jesus and turns their life to him, what is their spiritual condition?
They are enslaved to sin.
The gospel at first can sound foolish to a person whose life is centered in themselves. 
We all see ourselves as determining our own destiny.
[image: Image result for 1 corinthians 1:18]
But the gospel tells us the truth of who we are and the amazing truth of what God in love did for us.
Jesus frees a person from sin and calls them to live a new life, centered around and focused on God, rather than self.


As heaven’s champion, Jesus challenges every presupposition and way of life that excludes God – they all lead to death.

Jesus’ demands at first glimpse can seem unreasonable.
[image: Image result for Matthew 16:24-26.]
[image: ]
Jesus insists that he occupy the throne of a person’s heart; that he be the One in charge of their life.

He will not be Vice-President.

What you and I lay down when we come to Jesus; what we turn from, as we open the door of our life to him… are any things; any relationships; any pursuits; any interests, etc…that he says… must go.
Is this hard to do?  Of course, it is.
But is it necessary? 
Listen to what Jim Elliott wrote as he thought on the cost of following Jesus:
[image: ]
What a person gives up, to follow Jesus are the things that have hollowed out 
their life; things that they have loved in place of God.

When the apostle Paul encountered the risen Lord Jesus, he saw “his lesser loves; his treasures” for what they truly were. 
Rather than enhancing his life - his circumcision; his nationality; his family; his moral life; his good deeds - had actually kept him from God.

And with love and gratitude for Jesus… he laid them all down.

[image: ]

At every water baptism, the good news regarding Jesus is spoken… and acted out by the person being baptized.

Through faith in heaven’s champion:
· one has died to a way of life that had excluded God.
· God the Holy Spirit has freed the believer from the controlling power of sin 
· God the Holy Spirit has created a new life - now centered in God and empowered by the same Spirit who resurrected Jesus from the dead; a life now motivated by new desires.

[image: ]

3. AN ILLUSTRATION OF SOUL CLEANSING
[image: ]

What words does this passage use to describe how we appeared to God before we believed in Jesus?
· we were foolish
· we were disobedient
· we were led astray
· we were slaves to various passions and pleasures
· we were driven by malice and envy
· we were hated by others, and in turn, we hatred others

This is a true picture of a life oriented around one’s self.
All of these characteristics, dispositions and activities … stain a person’s soul.
[image: ]

How did God respond to us when we were like this?
He saved us. Why?
Not because of our efforts to be… good and to do… good.
The passage says God saved us because of… “his own mercy.”

Our salvation is rooted in and comes out of God’s character and will.

What specifically did God do to save us?
Look at the passage again.
[image: ]
The key phrase is …. “through Jesus Christ.”
The verb tense is also very important in understanding this passage.
It is in the past tense – he saved us…he poured out on us…

God’s salvation, which is rooted in his person and is an expression of his will, is based upon an historical event.
Water baptism illustrates the cleansing of the believer’s soul made possible because of and by the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.
[image: ]


On the night before he died, when Jesus tried to wash Peter’s feet and Peter didn’t want him to do so, Jesus spoke of cleansing in a subtle, but profound way.
[image: ]
Jesus said: “You do not realize what I am doing, but later you will understand.”
Jesus means for us to understand the deeper significance of what he was doing.

Then Jesus spoke of this deeper truth: “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash their feet, their whole body is clean.”
What does that mean?

When we sin after our salvation, do we need to be re-saved?
Do we need another… “bath?” 
According to Jesus… we don’t.
We only need to do what? 
To… “wash our feet.”

John who was there that night, heard this conversation between Jesus and Peter. In his first epistle, John explains the deeper significance.
[image: ]
The verb tense in verse 7 is important.
The word “purifies” is in the present tense; not the past.
John is speaking of an ongoing reality.

The believer is able to live as Jesus lived – because the blood of Jesus that was sufficient to save, remains sufficient to purify.

All the verbs in verse 9 are also in the present tense.
Confess – not have confessed
Forgive – not has forgiven
Purify – not has purified

It is the ongoing work of the Spirit, through faith in Jesus and the sacrifice of his life blood, that makes a person clean on the inside as they walk with Jesus over the years of their life.

And it is this work of grace, once for all and ongoing, that is illustrated; demonstrated when a believer is water baptized.

Jesus’ rescue of us is thorough and complete.

As Hebrews 7:25 says:
[image: ]

[image: ]

4. A PUBLIC SIGN OF BELONGING TO GOD

[image: Image result for 2 corinthians 1:21-22]
[image: ]

What is the seal being talked of in these two verses?

Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology explains:
A seal, in biblical times, guaranteed security or indicated ownership. 
Ancient seals were often made of wax, embedded with the personalized imprint of their guarantor.  ie - the Roman authorities used such a seal to secure Jesus' tomb ( Matthew 27:66 ). 

When is a believer sealed? Look again at Ephesians 1.
“When we believed…”

What or better said, who seals the believer?
The Holy Spirit seals those who trust in Christ, guaranteeing that they are owned by God and secure in him… 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/seal.html

The believer is more than forgiven.
We are adopted by God as his children, and become his heirs.

Water baptism “marks” a person, and in this way, acts out the inner sealing done by the Holy Spirit at conversion – that assures them they belong to God.

The believer’s water baptism is where their faith goes public.

Application
1. These truths are meant to leave us in awe of the grace of God. They are meant to fill our hearts with gratitude for so great a salvation. In Jesus we have been given grace upon grace.

2. For some, you need to remember who you are in Jesus… and live in light of his work of grace in you. 
You need to remember the controlling power of sin has been broken in you. You are a new creation. 
Your adversary Satan will attempt to bog you down. 
Two of his favorites diversions are: (a) it all depends on you, or (b) it all depends on God. 
The truth is found in Philippians 2:13 – work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who is at work in you. 
I encourage you to read, re-read and read again this week, Romans 5-8 – you are not a slave to sin; you now choose who you obey; by the Spirit you have power to put to death the misdeeds of sin; by the Spirit you can choose obey God. 
Timothy Keller says, “Before we met Jesus we were involved in a struggle we could not win. When we know Jesus we are still involved in a struggle – but it is now one we cannot lose.”
Your champion Jesus is active to help you.
There are prayer team members available to pray with you and for you.
You are invited to come and speak with them.

3. For some of you, your next step is a response of obedience to be baptized as Jesus commanded. Speak to me so that we can arrange for this.

4. For some of you, God is tugging on your heart.
He is drawing you to himself. 
Are you willing today; are you ready, right now, to step off of the throne of your life and invite him to be in charge?
I can, along with many who are here, affirm that Jesus is the treasure who is worth losing everything to gain.

There are prayer team members ready to help you invite Jesus into your life.
You are invited to come and speak with them.

5. For some, who are following Jesus, there are sin issues that need to be confessed.
“Your feet” need washing – like Jesus told Peter.

There are prayer team members ready to pray with you and for you.
You are invited to come and speak with them.
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Water baptism:

(1) is a response of obedience to Jesus’ command
Jesus is worthy

(2) puts on display the believer’s death to sin’s
domination over them and their resurrection to
a new life centered in God
Jesus is heaven’s champion

(3) illustrates the cleansing of the believer’s soul
Jesus’ rescue is thorough and complete

(4) is a public sign that one belongs to God
Jesus’ salvation is surprising and amazing
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Romans 6:6

...our old self

was crucified with him

in order that the body of sin
might be brought to nothing,
so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin.











image7.jpeg
FOR THE
MESSAGE OF
THE CROSS IS
FOOLISHNESS
TO THOSE WHO
ARE PERISHING,
BUT TO US WHO
ARE BEING
SAVED IT IS THE
POWER OF GOD.

-1 CORINTHIANS [:18 -
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25 For whoever wants to save his life will Iose
it, but whoever loses his life for me will find
it. 26 What good will it be for a man if he
gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?
Or what can a man give in exchange for his
soul?
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26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate
father and mother, wife and children, brothers
and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a
person cannot be my disciple.

27 And whoever does not carry their cross and
follow me cannot be my disciple.

33|n the same way, those of you who do not
give up everything you have cannot be my
disciples.

Luke 14
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he cannt keep to gain what»' :

he cannot lose.
Jim Elliot
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7 But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the
sake of Christ. 8 What is more, | consider everything a loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them
dung, that | may gain Christ. Philippians 3
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What is more, I consider everything a loss 

because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them 

dung, that I may gain Christ.            

Philippians 3
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Water baptism:

(1) is a response of obedience to Jesus’ command
Jesus is worthy

(2) puts on display the believer’s death to sin’s domination over them and their
resurrection to a new life centered in God
Jesus is heaven’s champion

(3) illustrates the cleansing of the believer’s soul
Jesus’ rescue is thorough and complete

(4) is a public sign that one belongs to God
Jesus’ salvation is surprising and amazing
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3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient,
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and

pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated
and hating one another.

4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior
appeared, ° he saved us, not because of righteous
things we had done, but because of his mercy.

He saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, ° whom he poured out
on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’
so that, having been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

Titus 3
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Though your sins are like scarlet..

are red as crimson...

Isaiah 1:18
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Though your sins are like scarlet…though they

are red as crimson…

Isaiah 1:18
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2 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds
of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one
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“4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, *he saved us, not
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Though your sins are like scarlet THEY SHALL
BE WHITE AS SNOW; though they are red as
crimson, THEY SHALL BE LIKE WOOL.

Isaiah 1:18
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“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what | am doing,
but later you will understand.”

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no part
of me.”

“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but
my hands and my head as well.”

Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs
only to wash his feet, his whole body is clean. And you are
clean, though not every one of you.”

For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was
why he said not every one was clean.
John 13
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1lJohn1

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus,
his Son, purifies us from all sin.

81f we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and
the truth is not in us.

91f we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

101f we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be
a liar and his word is not in us.
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Water baptism:

(1) is a response of obedience to Jesus’ command
Jesus is worthy

(2) puts on display the believer’s death to sin’s domination over them and their
resurrection to a new life centered in God
Jesus is heaven’s champion

(3) illustrates the cleansing of the believer's soul
Jesus’ rescue is thorough and complete

(4) is a public sign that one belongs to God
Jesus’ salvation is surprising and amazing
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13 And you also were included
in Christ when you heard the
message of truth, the gospel of
your salvation.

When you believed,

\ you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised
| Holy Spirit,

" Bwhoisa deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance until the
redemption of those who are

God’s possession—
to the praise of his glory.

EPHESIANS 1
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And you also were included 

in Christwhen you heard the 

message of truth,the gospel of 

your salvation. 
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Romans 11:33-36

Oh, the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are His judgments and His
ways past finding out! 34 For who has known
the mind of the LORD? Or who has become
His counselor? 35 Or who has first given to
Him And it shall be repaid to him?" 3¢ For of
Him and through Him and to Him are all
things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.
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domination over them and their resurrection to
a new life centered in God
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Jesus’ salvation is surprising and amazing










