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Acts 8:2-8

We are studying in Acts 8.
Last week we focused on Acts 8:1 – read the verse.
Before we read today’s passage, let me remind you of the last beatitude, which is found in Matthew 5:11-12.
[image: ]


What does this word, “blessed,” mean?
[image: ]


The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament says:
In ancient Greek times, makarios referred to the gods…
[image: ]
…who were considered blessed because they lived in a state of happiness and contentment that was beyond all cares, labors, and even death. 

Makarios took on a second meaning. 
[image: ]
It referred to the "dead," who were now beyond the cares and problems and worries of earthly life. 

Finally, in Greek usage, makarios came to refer to… 
[image: ]
…the wealthy whose riches and power put them above the normal cares and problems and worries of life.

When makarios was used in the Greek translation of the Old Testament, it took on another meaning. 
[image: ]
It referred to the results of right living or righteousness. 
The righteous person received blessings that were earthly and material: 
a good wife or husband, many children, abundant crops, riches, honor, wisdom, beauty, good health, etc. 

When Jesus spoke the Beatitudes, he used the word makarios…. in a totally different way. 
[image: Image result for upside down]
Jesus turned the categories of who was blessed and how… upside down, when he pronounced God's blessings on the lowly: the poor, the hungry, the thirsty, the meek, the mourning, the persecuted. 

The beatitudes are prophetic declarations based on the reality of the coming-and-already-present kingdom of God.        http://www.crossmarks.com/brian/allsaintb.htm
                        
All of the beatitudes seems counter-intuitive.
How can insults, false accusations and persecution be how God blesses his people?
Why did Jesus say we should find joy in them?

Look again at Matthew 5:11-12.
[image: ]
Jesus said that persecution reveals… not only is a person in relationship with Jesus, but that he has become their greatest treasure and blessing.

But what is the reward that Jesus promised?
The blessing Jesus spoke of… is an expression of grace… which is unmerited favor.
In the time of the new heavens and the new earth look at what privilege will be given to those who faithfully followed Jesus.
[image: ]
Jesus will give to his followers an enduring purpose.
[image: Image result for hebrews 10:34]
Jesus will give to his followers a permanent home.
______________________________________________________
See also 1 Peter 2:19-20; 3:14, 17; 4:12-16.
______________________________________________________

Let’s read today’s passage – Acts 8:2-8.
My intent is to walk us through these verses, and then to make three connections to our lives.

QUESTION: Does knowing that God is sovereign and that he rules over heaven and earth; does knowing that everything which touches our lives… passes first through God’s hands; does knowing that persecution and insults are indicators which confirm we are God’s children; mean… we are never to shed tears or grieve when we are insulted, persecuted and falsely accused?

Acts 8:2.
The church mourned… deeply… the death of Stephen.
As followers of Jesus, we too will have times when we grieve for what is taken from us because of our commitment to Jesus.

The Holy Spirit through Paul said this to the church in Thessalonica:
[image: ]
The believer grieves… but with hope in the Sovereign One who promises to walk with his people, even in the darkest of times.
[image: Image result for psalm 23:4]
The Scriptures, as well as church history confirm that God does not carelessly spend or callously waste the lives of his own.
[image: Related image]
The death of a believer is precious to the Lord because we are precious to him.
Our deaths are also the moment when we see our Savior for the first time, and this too, is a precious moment.

There was little time for the church to grieve Stephen’s death.
Look again at 8:3.
[bookmark: bnb]
v.3a – But Saul began to destroy the church…

Adam Clarke’s Commentary says:
The word for destroy is “lumaino,” which means to devastate, ravage.
Albert Barnes' Notes say:
“Lumaino” is commonly used in reference to wild beasts, to lions, wolves, bears.
https://www.studylight.org/commentary/acts/8-3.html

[image: ]
As Saul began to destroy the church he acted like… a wild animal.
With great fury, he pounced and tore at the church; with the intent to kill.
v.3b – Going from house to house…
This tells us that Saul’s fury was calculated.
He systematically went through Jerusalem – house by house; street by street.
Searching for what?
Any and all followers of Jesus.
And when he found some, what did he do?

v.3c - …he dragged off men and women and put them in prison.
The Peoples New Testament says: 
The phrase “dragged off” implies that it was done with violence. 
https://www.studylight.org/commentary/acts/8-3.html

The fact that the church was not destroyed by Saul is because of the promise Jesus made in Matthew 16:18.
[image: Image result for i will build my church]
There have been many since Saul who have wanted to do as he did.
But nothing and no one can stop Jesus.

Acts 8:4.
This response isn’t what you would expect a person running for their life to do.
These believers in Jesus when they left Jerusalem didn’t go silent; nor did they move in the shadows.

Wherever they went they preached the word.
[image: Image result for preach]
What does the word “preach” mean?
It means to… share good news.
Do you realize every one of us does this all the time?

New roast of coffee
[image: Image result for level ground coffee ethiopia] 
Colombia Team Innoculations at a Local Pharmacy
[image: Related image]
New Beach to Visit in the Area 
[image: Related image]

Preaching is not a formal presentation of the gospel, as many tend to think of it.
Those in Acts 8, who were scattered were not trained “preachers.”
Then what is preaching?
[image: Related image]
Those who were scattered simply “gossiped” about the One who had risen from the dead; who had forgiven their sins; and given them a new purpose for living.

If something or someone has impacted our lives in a good way, we share that news with others.

Acts 8:5.
We met Philip in Acts 6 – he was one of the seven deacons chosen by the church to oversee the feeding program to widows.
When Philip left Jerusalem, he went to a city in Samaria; and did what?

Three different verbs are used interchangeably in chapter 8.
[image: ]
What was preached, proclaimed and testified?
- the word
- the Messiah
- the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ
- the word of the Lord
- Jesus

These believers “gossiped” the gospel.

Acts 8:6.
There were three different responses described in this verse.
[image: ]
Crowds of Samaritans heard the words Philip spoke.
These same crowds also saw the miraculous signs Philip did.
And because of what they heard and saw, they all paid close attention to what Philip said.

What does this phrase “paid close attention” mean?
Robertston’s Word Pictures in the New Testament explains: 
They kept on giving heed to, or holding their mind on the things said by Philip. https://www.studylight.org/commentary/acts/8-6.html

What were the signs done by Philip?
Before we answer that question, there is another to ask – how was Philip able to do these signs?

The answer is found in Jesus.


 
[image: ]

Just like it was in the case of Jesus, the power of the Lord was present in Stephen to do miraculous signs.
Why was the power of the Lord present in Stephen?
Acts 6:3 explains – because Stephen was full of the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit released through Philip the resources of heaven. 
What specifically happened?

Acts 8:7.
- people were set free from demonic possession
- many paralytics and cripples were healed

Why were these two kinds of miraculous signs done?
This will become much clearer when we study verses 9-25.
But it is enough to say that in this particular city a powerful sorcerer lived.

Through the message which Philip spoke and through the signs he did it was announced and it was demonstrated…Simon was not the greater one.
[image: Image result for jesus the greater one]
This is what explains Acts 8:8.
[image: Related image]

Wherever and whenever the gospel is shared and believed, there is great joy because: 	
[image: ]

The gospel of Jesus is the absolute best news.
And those whom Jesus sets free are always filled with an inexpressible joy!


Let’s make several connections to our lives where having heard the truth we now believe it and live it.


1. From time to time I’ve stated – we’ve been the church gathered and now we leave to go into a new week as the church scattered.
[image: Related image]
Both actions – gather, scatter – are necessary; both are ongoing.
We gather as the church to be built up in our faith.
We gather to spur one another on in the faith.

And having gathered, we are then “scattered” throughout the different neighborhoods of Sooke; scattered in the different schools of Sooke; scattered in different places of employment throughout the greater Victoria region. 
For what purpose?
Acts 8:4 reminds us…to gossip the good news of Jesus!

We do not need a seminary degree to tell others about Jesus.

2. Why was the Holy Spirit able to bring and release through Philip the resources of heaven in miraculous ways?
[image: Related image]

Because God trusted Philip.

A. W. Tozer wrote
[image: Related image]
Simon the Sorcerer, v.9, boasted that he was someone great.
Philip’s boast was in what, or better said, who?
Jesus Christ!

Is God’s glory safe with you and me?

3. You and I live in a self-focused culture.
[image: Related image]
It is the norm for people to make everything about life about themselves. 

However, when Jesus reveals himself to a person, and they turn their life to him, their life-orientation undergoes a radical change - they become God-focused.
[image: ]
When I was younger I can remember people saying – “I need to find myself.”
This passage impresses upon us the great need of every person - to be found by God and then set free to live for his glory.

This radical God-focus is why…. the believers, who are described in Acts 8; who were scattered by the great persecution initiated by Saul, responded as they did – whether they had to move to a new town or city; or whether they were dragged off to jail.

Ephesians 4:14 speaks of people who are…
[image: ]

Because their lives were God-focused, Philip, and the people of the church in Jerusalem were grounded; they were solid; they were not off-balance; frantic or wracked with fear.

What a difference it makes when Jesus is the center of one’s life.


What has the Lord said to you through his word?
How will you respond?
There are people who are ready to pray with you and for you.
You are welcome to come for prayer – as we respond together in song or after the service ends. 




The Blessing

Ephesians 4:15
“…grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.”
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34 For you had compassion on those in
prison, and you joyfully accepted the
plundering of your property, since you
knew that you yourselves had a better
possession and an abiding one.

35 Therefore do not throw away your
confidence, which has a great reward.

Hebrews 10.34-35
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Luke 5:17

17 One day as he was teaching,
Pharisees and teachers of the law, who
had come from every village of Galilee
and from Judea and Jerusalem, were
sitting there. And the power of the Lord
was present for him to heal the sick.
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Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when
people insult you, persecute you and falsely
say all kinds of evil against you because of
me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is
your reward in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.”

Coffee/Question: what do you think is
the blessing Jesus spoke of in this verse?










Coffee/Question: what do you think is

the blessing Jesus spoke of in this verse?
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