Uniquely Jesus: The Story Continues




April 28, 2019
When the Kingdom of God meets a Stronghold of Darkness

Acts 8:9-25

The human author of the book of Acts was a physician named Luke.

At the beginning of the gospel named after him, he explained the research method he had used in his writing. 

[image: image1.jpg]Luke 1:1-4

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of
the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as
they were handed down to us by those who from
the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the
word. With this in mind, since | myself have
carefully investigated everything from the
beginning, | too decided to write an orderly
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that
you may know the certainty of the things you have
been taught.





Dr. Luke had carefully investigated everything regarding Jesus.

The sources he had spoken with were eyewitnesses. 

Luke used this same research method in the writing of the book of Acts.
Today’s passage is found in Acts 8:4-25.

Let’s read it and then I’ll give you today’s coffee/question.
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In his first year of public ministry Jesus had gone to a town in Samaria called Sychar. 
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There he met a woman at a well located outside of town.

Having talked with her, she became a follower of his, saying to all who would listen to her: “He told me everything I ever did.” John 4:39.

Many Samaritans from that town came out to meet Jesus and urged him to stay with them, which he did.
[image: image4.emf]John 4:39-42

41 And because of his words many more
became believers. “2They said to the
woman, "We no longer believe just
because of what you said; now we have
heard for ourselves, and we know that this
man really is the Savior of the world."










Fast forward two year… Philip went to “a city” in Samaria, which more than likely was the capital city of Samaria, which was only… 10 kms from Sychar.

Read Acts 8:9-13.
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As the kingdom of God advanced out from Jerusalem into the world, it encountered in the city of Samaria, a well-entrenched stronghold of darkness.

The apostle Paul would later explain… why this is the norm, in his second letter to Timothy, 2:26:

 [image: image6.emf]and that they will come to their
senses and escape from the trap of

the devil, who has taken them
captive to do his will.

2 Timothy 2:26










Shortly after the beginning, when the angel who became a serpent succeeded in deceiving our first parents and convinced them to turn away from God, humanity was taken captive by this fallen angel.
As he began his public ministry, Jesus announced in his hometown synagogue, the “Nazareth Manifesto.” 

[image: image7.emf]Nazareth Manifesto

‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

because he has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight to the blind, to
release the oppressed, to proclaim the
year of the Lord’s favour.” Luke 4:18-19










The good news Jesus announced addressed humanity’s sin problem.

But it also spoke to our Satan problem.

Jesus had come into the world in order to defeat this fallen angel, so that prisoners might be set free; and that those oppressed might be released.

What does Luke tell us about Simon the sorcerer?
His skills and ability were so impressive… that people believed him to be divine.
But Simon’s ability in witchcraft, not only amazed the people of Samaria, it also astonished Simon.
If it had been possible, I’m certain Simon would have had business cards, that said:
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The fact that the Holy Spirit guided Philip to this city and to those people reinforces the truth about God – he is a missionary God. 
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and of mission... Mission is not an
activity of the church but an attribute
of God. God is a missionary God, Jesus is
a missionary Messiah, and the Spirit is a
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God will send his people to difficult places to share the good news with sin-hardened people. 

If Luke’s story about the spread of the gospel into Samaria had ended at verse 13, it would have been an amazing story and would have confirmed these three things:
1. … Jesus is the Savior of the world.
[image: image10.jpg]Salvation is found in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven
given to mankind by which we must be saved.
Acts 4:12



 
His is the only name that saves.
2. ….it is by grace… that God welcomes into his kingdom all who come to him… through faith in Jesus.
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3. …this consistent pattern:
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But the story told by Luke didn’t end there.

Read Acts 8:14-17.

In these verses Luke deliberately paused… in his reporting of the Samaritan awakening…. to emphasize to his readers… three things.
First emphasis.

1. The number of people who turned to Jesus and believed in him, was so large that it was said, v.14:
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Is that not astonishing?!?!
To help us appreciate this statement, try to imagine if the same thing were to be said about our city – “Sooke has accepted,” or “the Capital Region has accepted the word of God.” 
Second emphasis

2. When the apostles heard the news of what was happening in Samaria, Peter and John were commissioned to go there.
But for what purpose? 
Reading carefully, we discover that when the Samaritan’s believed in Jesus… the Holy Spirit had not come and filled their lives, as he had done with new believers in Jerusalem. 
Peter and John came - not to observe the awakening; but to seek God on behalf of these new believers.
There can be no Christian life without the indwelling Holy Spirit.

Why had the Spirit been withheld?
We need to dig a little deeper into this.
For centuries the Jews and Samaritans had been adversaries.

Bert de Ruiter explains why.
In 670 BC, Esarhaddon, king of Assyria, took into exile the Israelites living in the Northern Kingdom. Having emptied Samaria of Jews, he then transplanted into Samaria… peoples from other nations that the Assyrians had conquered.
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Many decades later, some of the descendants of these exiled Jews, returned home and settled among those other peoples who had been brought to Samaria by the Assyrians. 
It wasn’t long until their children inter-married. 
The offspring of these mixed marriages were considered by the Jews who lived in Judea and Galilee, to be… half-breeds.
The same intermingling happened spiritually.
At the time of Alexander the Great (322 BC)… 
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…the Samaritans built their own temple on Mount Gerizim…
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…which they now considered to be their own holy mountain. (This is what the woman at the well in John 4 had alluded to when she spoke with Jesus.)
This widened the divide between the Samaritans and the Jews.
Antiochus Epiphanes (175 BC) attempted to force the Jews to adopt Greek culture and practices. 
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Do you know who went along with Antiochus? The Samaritans.

And when the Jews resisted, do you know who assisted Antiochus in his harsh persecution of them? The Samaritans.

This was the back story behind the statement made by the woman at the well, John 4:9 – Jews do not associate with Samaritans.
Jesus intended to address and heal this great divide between the Jews and the Samaritans, which was why the Holy Spirit had not been immediately given to the Samaritan believers.
Jesus wanted Peter and John to go to Samaria… he wanted these Jewish men to lay their hands on those who were considered adversaries… he wanted them to ask that the Spirit be given to them.
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The gospel reconciles mankind to God.

But Acts 8 reminds us… that the gospel also reconciles mankind to mankind.

In Jesus, former enemies become family.
Third emphasis

3. The request for Peter and John to go to Samaria, pushed them to do what Jesus had commanded them to do. 
Look at Acts 8:25.
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“After they had further
- proclaimed the word of
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about Jesus, Peter and

John returned to
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The verse does not end there.
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Isn’t it incredible how God will find the means and the ways to move his followers to participate with him when we are reluctant or fearful to do so?
What God did then, is what he still continues to do.

If Luke had ended the story here… it would have been an incredible story. But there is one more thing he wanted his readers to know. 
Read Acts 8:18-24.

Why did Luke include this incident with Simon?
Let’s try to figure this out.
What was shared with us when we first arrived in Colombia… can help.
Colombia is a Catholic country.
But the practice of Catholicism in Colombia is very different from what is practiced here in North America, as indigenous beliefs have been incorporated into Catholic practices.
We were told that when a Colombian trusted in Jesus it could take as long as five years for their mindset and resulting practices to become truly biblical. 
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Acts 8:13 says Simon had believed in Jesus and been baptized.
But how does the gospel transform a person?
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As a believer’s mind is renewed, they begin to think differently, which leads to a transformation in how they feel, which leads to a transformation in what they do.
The Bible also tells us that gospel transformation is a life-long process.
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Simon might have been a great sorcerer who performed amazing feats with the help of evil spirits.
But in the kingdom of God, at that point in his life, Simon was a spiritual infant.
That’s one piece that helps to make sense of his request to Peter and John.
Let me give you two more.
With the darkness everything is transactional.

The powers of darkness can and will do things for people.

But never for free.
There is always a cost – a person has to give something to get something.

In the kingdom of God, salvation, from start to finish is a gift of grace.
It isn’t for sale.

It can’t be purchased.
That’s why Peter told Simon, “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money!”
Here’s the third thing.
When the apostle Paul later wrote about those who provide leadership in the church, he said in 1 Timothy 3:6 – “they must not be a recent convert.”
Do you know why?

Paul explained: “…or they may become conceited and fall under the same judgement as the devil.”
We know Simon had an issue with pride.

He had believed and boasted that he was someone great.
What energizes life in the kingdom of God, is not pride, but humility.

Until there is clear evidence of spiritual growth and transformation, a person new in the faith is not to be given a position of extended influence.

That’s why Peter had said to Simon, “You have no part or share in this ministry.”

Peter didn’t mean Simon could never have a place of leadership.

But Simon would have to have grow…. into it.

Simon would need to be found faithful with little, before he could be entrusted with more.

Let me give you four take-aways.

** Some passages of Scripture are difficult to understand. Some passages require us to carefully read and cross-reference.
[image: image25.png]2 Peter 3:15-16: Bear in mind that
our Lord's patience means salvation,
just as our dear brother Paul also
wrote you with the wisdom that God
gave him. He writes the same way in
all his letters, speaking in them of

these matters. His letters contain
some things that are hard to
understand, which ignorant and
unstable people distort, as they do
the other Scriptures, to their own
destruction.




This story in Acts 8 is one of those challenging passages – ie. the delay of the Spirit being given.
** While forgiveness of sin is a gift of grace freely given, growth in grace requires commitment and time.
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Being born of the Spirit doesn’t make one instantly mature.

Maturity develops as a believer intentionally engages in spiritual practices and consistently and repeatedly places their life under God’s leadership.
** Gospel usefulness and influence is based on faithfulness.
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** The gospel is powerful.
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For some of us there are people we’ve talked with and prayed for who still remain closed to the good news of Jesus. 

This passage in Acts 8 encourages you to keep on praying and to keep on sharing.
If God can save a Simon, he can save anyone.
And for some of you here today, maybe you’re that anyone.
If he has opened your mind to understand and tugged on your heart,
will you believe in Jesus and receive him today as the Leader of your life and the Forgiver of your sin?
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