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In Acts 2:47, the scripture says: 
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In Acts 6:7, the scripture says:

[image: image4.jpg]And the word of God grew, and the number of
the disciples in Jerusalem multiplied greatly...
Acts 6:7
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And in Acts 9:31, the scripture reports that after an extended time of persecution, the church…
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[31] So the church throughout
all Judea and Galilee and
Samaria enjoyed peace, being
built up; and going on in the
fear of the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit,
it continued to increase.




There were two identifiable factors that contributed to the increase of the church:
the fear of the Lord, and
the comfort of the Holy Spirit
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The word fear, used in Acts 9:31, in the Greek language is “phobos,” …which in this verse describes the feeling produced when one realizes God is close at hand, and not far away.
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Consider these examples from the Gospels.

“Phobos” was used to describe the reaction:
…it was said of Zacharias when he saw the angel of the Lord beside the altar
(Lk 1.12 –“he was gripped with fear”), and of his neighbors when Zacharias recovered his speech (Lk 1.65 – “and fear came on all their neighbors”)

…it was said of the shepherds when they heard the song of the angels (Lk
2.9 – “they were filled with great fear”),

…it was said of the disciples when they saw Jesus walking on the water (Mt
14.26 –“they were terrified”), and when he stilled the storm (Mk 4.41 – “they were filled with great fear”)
…it was said of people after the raising of the widow's son at Nain (Lk 7.16
– “fear seized them all”), after the healing of the Gadarene demoniac (Lk 8.37 – “they were overcome with fear)
…it was said of the guards at the tomb when the angel rolled the stone
away (Mt 28.4 – “the guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men”), 
…it was said of the women as they went home after seeing the empty tomb
(Mt 28.8 – “afraid yet filled with joy”) 
http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=35949
The word comfort/encouragement in the Greek language is “paraklesis.”
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And I will ask the Father, and He will give
yowanother Counselor to be with you
forever - 17 the Spirit of truth. The world
cannot accept Him, because it neither sees
Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for
He lives with you and will be in you.
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Jesus explained in John 14:16-17, that because he would soon leave, he would ask the Father to give his followers another “paraklesis,” that is, another advocate, another counselor, another encourager who would take his place.
This “paraklesis”, whom Jesus identified as the Spirit of truth, would be… with his followers … forever, as the…
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… God.
In today’s passage, Acts 9:32-42, two stories are told that illustrate how the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Spirit resulted in the multiplication of Jesus’ church in that day.

Story #1. 

Read verse 32-33 - As Peter traveled about the country…. 
Peter went on a road trip.

He travelled “about the country” – he wnet here and there.
But there was one specific destination to which he was directed to go.
…he went to visit the Lord’s people who lived in Lydda. 
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There he found a man named Aeneas, who was paralyzed and had been bedridden for eight years. 
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Can you remember what you were doing on June 23, 2011?

Eight years is a long time!!!
Look at what Peter said when he came into the place where Aeneas lay.
verse 34a - “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. 
Though Aeneas’ healing was all of Jesus, there were two things Peter told him to do.
Read verse 34b - “Get up and roll up your mat.” 
It seems obvious, doesn’t it?
If you are healed, then of course you would get up.

But remember – Aeneas had been paralyzed for eight years.

In this time, his muscles had… atrophied; his joints were… stiff if not locked; and his sense of balance… had to have been uncertain.
Getting up and making his bed, which by the way, he did immediately, was how Aeneas’ responded in faith to the Lord Jesus.

Read verse 35 - All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.
The disciples who were in the boat after Jesus calmed the storm, in fear and amazement had asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.” Luke 8:25
Don’t you wonder if something similar happened after Aeneas was healed?
I think people asked one another: “Who is like this Jesus? He commands a paralyzed man to walk, and he walks? What other gods can do this???”
The gods of the Romans were an impulsive and unpredictable lot.
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The gods of the nations were known to be demanding and cared little for humanity.

But the Lord Jesus?

His power, his goodness, his compassion and his love left people in awe.
In what he did for Aeneas, Jesus was seen to be close at hand.
This is why many turned to Jesus, and put their faith in him.
Story #2.

Read verse 36-38 -  In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 
About that time, she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
In spite of all the good a follower of Jesus may do, we are reminded that we are not immune to sickness, and though we do not fear death, it too, will one day, touch our lives.

Joppa was only 12 kilometers away from Lydda.
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The news of Aeneas’ healing had to have reached there.
I can’t help but think this is why the disciples in Joppa, sent two men to find Peter and asked him to, “Please come at once!”

Read verse 39-40a - Peter went with them, and when he arrived, he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed.
Why did Peter do this? 
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Because Peter needed to know what Jesus wanted him to do.

As the Holy Spirit had directed Peter to Aeneas, so the Spirit had brought him to Dorcas.

But before Peter walked into Aeneas’ home, he had been given clear directions as to what he was to do.
Now in Joppa, he knelt in prayer in the room where Dorcas’ dead body lay, because he hadn’t yet been told what to do.

Only when Peter was certain he had heard what Jesus wanted him to do, did he speak to Tabitha.
Read verses 40b-41 - Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes and seeing Peter she sat up.  He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 
Peter experienced what Paul wrote of in his letter to the church at Colossae, 1:29: 
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To this end I strenuously contend
with all the energy
Christ so powerfully works in me.




It was Jesus Christ, working in Peter, and through Peter, who caused Tabitha to live again.
Like it had been in Lydda, I think people would have talked and said to one another something like this:
“What god can raise the dead?”

“What god is so near, who comes alongside his own…like this?”
Craig Keener writes, “Miracles are a wonderful foretaste of the coming kingdom,” for they reveal the nearness of Jesus to his people; and the power of the gospel to change lives and circumstances.

Read verse 42 - This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.
This miracle did not build the fame of Peter.
We know this because of who people believed in after the miracle.

They believed, not in Peter, but in the Lord.

It is important that you and I remember that the marvelous things done by Jesus are not limited to the past.
Listen to what Jesus has done in Gabe’s life.

Listen to what Jesus has done in the life of JoAnne’s friend.

· Follower of Jesus, as you’ve been gripped by grace, the Spirit will lead you to others as he led Peter to Aeneas and Dorcas.

But whether or not the Spirit will do the same thing through you and me as he did through Peter is not a question we have to answer. 

The Spirit will do through our lives whatever he determines best reveals the beauty, goodness, love and power of Jesus.

· Human nature can be easily distracted by miracles.
After Jesus fed 5000 men plus women and children, the crowd followed him and the next day asked of Jesus this question, John 6:30: “What miraculous sign will you give that we might see it and believe you? What will you do?”
How did Jesus answer them? Look at John 6:35-36.

Another time, some of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law said to Jesus, Matthew 12:38, “Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you.” 

How did Jesus answer them? Look at Matthew 12:39-42.

What was Jesus emphasizing?

The Father intends miracles to lead people to repentance.

But that doesn’t always happen.
Do you remember the parable of the rich man and Lazarus?
The rich man asked that someone rise from the dead and be sent to warn his brothers. 

What answer was he given? Look at Luke 16:31.
Do you remember what Jesus said of the cities where most of his miracles had been done?

Look at Matthew 11:21-24.

· Jesus’ miracles are intended to point people to a deeper, and more profound truth – God heals the human soul; and bring to life the spiritually dead. 

We are to remember this is the greatest miracle.
· As God comes near to individuals and in compassion touches their lives in dramatic ways, their stories of grace, coupled with the preaching of the gospel of Jesus, testify and confirm there is no one like our beautiful and good Savior.
This is how, then, and in these days, the Holy Spirit builds the church of Jesus, increasing it in numbers.
The Blessing
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26 This message was kept secret for centuries and
generations past, but now it has been revealed to

his own holy people.
27 For it has pleased God to tell his people that the

riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too.

For this is the secret: Christ lives in you, and this is
your assurance that you will share in his glory.
28 So everywhere we go, we tell everyone about

Christ. We warn them and teach them with all the
wisdom God has given us, for we want to present

them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ.

29 1 work very hard at this, as | depend on Christ's

mighty power that works within me.
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May you experience the blessing of Jesus’ mighty power being expressed through you… 
as you speak of him to others, 
and as guided by him, 
you act to express his grace to those in need of his help.
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