Why One Dies and Another Lives, Part Two			September 8. 2019
Acts 12:1-19

Read the passage.

Last week I put before you that this passage doesn’t encourage us to be like James and Peter, but impresses upon us the trustworthiness of the Lord, and that it is his grace that enables the believer to persevere in following Jesus.

In this passage there is another important emphasis that we will consider today.

Psalm 23 ends with this statement: “Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life.”
In Peter’s rescue it is easy to see the goodness of God, who defends his people.
This is what Psalm 91 teaches.

But in James’ case… it is a little more difficult to reconcile Psalm 91 with his experience.
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In addition to this passage in Acts 12, we will need to look at what other Scripture says about these questions.
Psalm 139:16 speaks of God’s involvement in the lives of his followers:
[image: Image result for psalm 139:16]
“Ordained” is an important word – for it speaks of purposeful planning on the part of God. 
God doesn’t just observe history. 
He shapes and directs it – and he does so, not just at a cosmic level, but also at a personal level.

“Written in your book” is an important phrase – for it speaks of God not only planning… but intentionally and carefully recording those plans in “his book.”

“Before one of them came to be” is a significant phrase – it impresses upon us that not only does the Lord know the future before it happens…he determines and directs it.

This is who God is.
This is what God does.
As it pertains to our passage in Acts 12…all the days of James and Peter’s life had been carefully and loving planned by God and written in his book before they were even born.

Which means what???? 
The arrest of James and his death, as well as the arrest of Peter and his rescue… were part of God’s good purpose and will.
While many of us would say – “I know that” – we need to regularly be reminded that we do not live at the mercy of fate and chance.

Let’s press into this - without question, the Bible teaches us that God is capable.
But is he able, always, to carry out his good plans in this fallen world? 
Are there occasions when he has to make adaptations because of evil?
Is God forced at times to come up with a Plan B, C, D, E…..?

Look at what the Lord said through the prophet Isaiah: 
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Nothing or no one can hinder God. He says…

My purpose will stand.
I will do as I please.
What I have said I will bring about.

In the case of Peter and John, we cannot separate their lives from their involvement with Jesus in his mission of rescue.
Jesus had told them in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church…and [not even] the gates of Hades will overcome it”…[let alone stop me].

Human beings living and acting without reference to God, including those, like Herod, who actively resisted and opposed God…cannot frustrate or hinder God’s good purposes and will from being realized.

The Lord says, “What I have planned I will do.”
Again, though many of us would say – “I know that” – we need to regularly be reminded that Jesus reigns from heaven over the earth.

How then are we to understand the case of James… and Stephen, and others like them, when the things that happen look… or feel like God isn’t there or his will is being thwarted?

Do you remember OT Joseph?
We have the benefit of being able to read the story of his life in its entirety.
We know how things turned out in the end.
But he didn’t.

Why did he hold on to God during those long, dark years?
Why didn’t he curse God like Job’s wife urged Job to do when his life fell apart?
[image: Image result for curse god and die]
If Joseph had, it would have been understandable.

When Joseph’s brothers sold him as a slave, from Joseph’s perspective, God didn’t intervene, and rescue him.
When Potiphar’s wife accused him of rape, again, from Joseph’s perspective, God didn’t intervene.
During those prison years, from Joseph’s perspective, God stayed on the sidelines and did nothing.

But just because Joseph couldn’t see… or figure out what God was doing, didn’t mean, the good purposes of God weren’t being brought about in him and through him.

The same was true for James and is true for all who follow Jesus.

Many, many years later…after their father had died, Joseph’s brothers worried that Joseph might exact revenge upon them for their mistreatment of him. 
Joseph’s assurances to them, reveal what he had learned of God’s goodness, wisdom and power.
[image: Image result for genesis 50:19-20]
Looking back, Joseph realized… that the intent of his brothers and Potiphar’s wife to make his life a living hell… had been turned by God and used as the means to forge in him a godly character - see Psalm 105:17-19.

On a personal level God was at work in Joseph for his good.

But God was also at work in a far greater way to bring about his mission of rescue.

The only place Joseph could have met Pharaoh’s cupbearer was in prison…and so God allowed Joseph to be falsely accused.
And though the cupbearer initially forgot Joseph after his release from prison, in God’s perfect time, the Lord prompted him to suddenly remember Joseph and his ability to interpret dreams which he told Pharaoh about.

Those years of slavery and imprisonment… were used by God to prepare Joseph to assume a position of strategic leadership…not just for Joseph’s sake….but that he might save the lives of many, including his own family.

This is a foundational truth of who God is and how he works in this world… through the lives of his people… to bring about… his good purposes and will…for the sake of his glory…. and in order to save lives.

Listen to what Jesus had told the Twelve when he sent them out the first time on his behalf.
This provides the piece that makes sense of when this happens, why, and will encourage us to live wholeheartedly for Jesus – no matter what.

Look at Matthew 10:16-31.
- Jesus sends his followers into the world like sheep among wolves
- we will experience trouble on account of Jesus, but this is how we will testify of Jesus to those we wouldn’t have otherwise met
-  we do not have to worry about what we will say when trouble or persecution happens because Jesus promises the Spirit of our Father will speak through us 
- in those times, Jesus tells us to stand firm to the end, confident of his promise that we will be saved
- in those times, we are to remember Jesus – the will of the Father took him to the cross – we should not be surprised if our lives are used in similar ways

- even if our body is killed for the sake of Jesus, our souls are safe
- in all situations we are under the Father’s care, and are not viewed by him as collateral damage, but of great worth 

This was the hope of Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego.
Listen to what they said to King Nebuchadnezzar – Daniel 3:16-18.
[image: Image result for Daniel 3:16-18]

[bookmark: _GoBack]While he may not have used the same words as these three, as he faced his death, James’ confidence was in the trustworthiness of his God and Savior.

All of us who follow Jesus… live for him.
We love him because he first loved us.
We choose him because he chose us.
He is our Treasure.

All of us will die, holding on in faith to him.
And some, not loving their lives more than their precious Savior, will die for him.

This is the truth that explains and makes sense of the death of James.
He was not forgotten.
How ever the Lord chooses to use our lives, it is our privilege…to be involved in the greatest world event ever – God’s rescue of humanity and creation from the curse of sin and death, and the fallen angels who usurped humanity’s role to be stewards of the creation on God’s behalf.

What a great Savior we have.
What a great privilege we’ve been given – to live and to die for him.


The Blessing
Hebrews 7:25



































If you’ve been a follower of Jesus for any length of time, you’ve read Hebrews 11.
[image: Image result for the heroes of faith]
For some of these individuals, God worked in and through their lives in spectacular ways – Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Moses, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and Samuel.

But the closing verses of Hebrews 11 speak of others… for whom God was spectacularly quiet
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How are we to understand these verses?
Why did God not show up for them as he had for …Daniel or Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego?
Were these individuals’ exceptions? 
Were they not committed to God?

Look again at what v.38 says: “The world was not worthy of them.”
What does that mean? 
These followers, whose names we don’t know… were highly esteemed by God.

The things that happened to them… did expose a lie – the lie that there is no loving Creator God, and that humanity is not spiritually and morally fallen and in need of God’s Savior, Jesus Christ.

Tim Keller wrote:
[image: Image result for the gospel is this we are more sinful and flawed]

Hebrews 11 and Acts 12 teach us that the glory and goodness of God is revealed not only in his grace that rescues his people – as he did with Peter, but also in his grace that sustains his people – as he did with James…when in love of God and for the sake of the gospel we like our Savior, say to the Father, not my will, but yours be done.

All of these individuals listed in Hebrews 11 are part of “the great cloud of witnesses” described in chapter 12:1.

If we could hear their voices this morning, all of them would encourage us to live by faith in God; to run with perseverance the race God has marked out for us; to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus; to endure and to not grow weary and lose heart.

In that great crowd of witness stand James the brother of John and Peter.
Their testimony is that God is good.

Grace that rescues and grace that sustains is still marvelous grace.
















The times are changing in Canada.
It is import


 lay their lives down for Jesus.


And in doing so, they exposed the lie 


The world of their day viewed these people as troublemakers, who had to be supressed, driven out or eliminated.
Their faith in God exposed the fallenness of those who persecuted them; and confirmed humanity’s need of God’s Savior.



 exposed the lie that humanity can be its own Savior.



* Since the resurrection, through his people, Jesus is announcing the victory of the cross to every people group and nation, growing the kingdom of God, one person at a time.
* God is just and those who do evil will be held accountable.


Look at v.39.
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“These”… refers to everyone in Hebrews 11 – both those in whom the goodness  of God was experienced through miraculous intervention and those in whom the goodness of God was experienced through provision of strength to endure.


Our faith in God leads us to rest in God’s goodness and in his sovereign purposes for our life…. regardless of the circumstances we face.
And the outcome is not a matter of the strength of one’s faith, but the strength of the One in whom our faith is placed.




Faith is like a muscle that gets stronger as it is used.
But the measure of faith is not to be found in the strength of the one who exercises it, but in the One in whom faith is placed.

Tim Keller writes: “It is not the strength of your faith but the object of your faith that actually saves you. Strong faith in a weak branch is fatally inferior to weak faith in a strong branch.”    Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism





Until we met Jesus Christ, we did what we considered was best for us.
But when a person believes… Jesus is the Son of God, who died in their place in order that they might be forgiven of their sin, and turns to God, by receiving him into their life as their Lord – they willingly put their life in his hands to use as he sees best.

But what does one do what Jesus spends their life in a way they don’t like?
What happens when the grace of God sustains and enables one to persevere, instead of rescuing them?
How does… who God is… impact who he has made us to be?
An aspect of being made in the image of God is that he created us with a will.
The message of the Bible is that the choices human beings make are real choices … we are not puppets….and that our choices we makes carry with them real consequences for which a person is responsible.

Remember what Peter, in Acts 3, said to the crowd who gathered around him after the healing of the man who had been crippled from birth.

He told them that by faith in the name of Jesus the man had been healed.

And then he reminded them of what they had done to Jesus:
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Those listening to Peter were guilty of betraying Jesus and collaborating with the Romans in his wrongful death. 
Some of them had stood outside Pilate’s palace and at the urging of the chief priests and the elders had shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”

What possible defense could they make for what they had done?
There was no none.
This is what made the news Peter announced… so amazing and sweet.
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The amazing news was not that God considered them to have acted in ignorance.
The amazing news was that there was a way to be forgiven for the crime they had committed against God’s Messiah.

To repent means to change one’s mind… about God and who Jesus is.
To repent means to change the direction of one’s life – to turn to God, instead of away from him.
To repent means to change one’s mind and agree with God’s assessment of who they are – a sinner in need of a Savior.

If Peter’s listeners did so, Peter’s good news was that their sins would be wiped out, and their lives refreshed.
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But Joseph said to them,

“Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?
You intended to harm me,

but God intended it for good

to accomplish what is now being done,
the saving of many lives.
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SHADRACH. MESHACH AND ABEDNEGO REPLIED TO HIM.
“KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR. WE DO NOT NEED TO DEFEND
OURSELVES BEFORE YOU IN THIS MATTER. IF WE ARE
THROWN INTO THE BLAZING FURNACE. THE GOD WE
SERVE IS ABLE TO DELIVER US FROM IT. AND HE WILL
DELIVER US FROM YOUR MAJESTY'S HAND. BUT EVEN
IF HE DOES NOT. WE WANT YOU TO KNOW. YOUR
MAJESTY. THAT WE WILL NOT SERVE YOUR GODS OR
WORSHIP THE IMAGE OF GOLD YOU HAVE SET UP.”

DANIEL 3:16-18
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HEBREWS 11

These were all commended for their faith, yet none
of them received what had been promised.
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“You handed [Jesus] over to be killed,

and you disowned him before Pilate,

though he had decided to let him go.

You disowned the Holy and Righteous One
and asked that a murderer be released to you.
You killed the Author of Life...”

Acts 3:13-15
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“You handed [Jesus] over to be killed, and you disowned him

before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go.

You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a

murderer be released to you. You killed the Author of Life...”
Acts 3:13-15

Now fellow Israelites, | know that you acted in
ignorance, as did your leaders.

But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold
through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah
would suffer.

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may
be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come
from the Lord. Acts 3:17-19
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Coffee/Question

*Is it possible that God wanted to rescue James but couldn’t?
* Are there things God desires to do — in our lives; in this world
— but he can’t?

* In what way is God good, when he doesn’t rescue?
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“Remember this, keep it in mind, take it to heart...
Remember the former things,

those of long ago;

| am God, and there is no other;

| am God, and there is none like me.

I make known the end from the beginning,
from ancient times, what is still to come.

| say, ‘My purpose will stand, and | will do all that | please.”
What | have said, | will bring about;
what | have planned, that | will do.”

Isaiah 46:8-10
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