Ministry Failure and Conflict





October 27, 19
Acts 13:13-14a
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Read verse 13-14a

· It is of interest that from this point forward in the book of Acts… Saul is called Paul. 
· It is also of note that Barnabus is no longer identified as the team leader. It’s now “…Paul and his companions…”
Like a travel blog, Luke tells us that the ministry team sailed north from Paphos on the island of Cyprus, to Perga, in the province of Pamphylia,
which is on the southern coast of present-day Turkey.
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Because I love maps, I find this interesting.

But as interesting as they are, these travel details are not gospel-transforming news.
But hold on – there is something.
Did you notice anything else when I read?
In the middle of verse 13 Luke wrote: 
[image: image3.png]“





This statement seems so off-handed, one might think that John’s leaving wasn’t a big deal – but it was. 

Read Acts 15:36-41.
The disappointment over John Mark’s desertion simmered for a long time.

It eventually contributed to Barnabus and Paul having such a sharp disagreement that they parted ways.

What did the Spirit of God want to say to the church of Jesus when he led Luke to include this incident in the book of Acts?
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We all know that conflict is a part of human existence.
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But in the church? 
Among the followers of Jesus? 

Yes, in the church…and  among the followers of Jesus…

In the case of Barnabus and Paul, the conflict wasn’t over an issue that was black and white.

John Mark had deserted them.

The question that divided them…. was could he be depended upon… again… in a ministry that was challenging and grueling?

But we are getting ahead of ourselves.

Let’s answer a few basic detail questions.
First of all - who is John? Look back to 13:5.

John travelled with Barnabus and Saul “as their helper.”
Do we know anything else about John? Look back to 12:12.

John had lived in Jerusalem.

He was also called Mark.

His mother’s name was Mary.

His home was a gathering place for the early believers.

Look at 12:25. What had been the mission of Barnabus and Saul?

Look back to 11:27-30.
The church at Antioch had entrusted Barnabus and Saul with the responsibility to “hand deliver” to the elders of the church at Jerusalem a substantial monetary gift from the believers in Antioch.

While in Jerusalem, Barnabus and Saul had met John Mark.
When they returned to Antioch, John Mark went with them.
But he didn’t just tag along.

The Scripture is deliberate when it tells us Barnabus and Saul took 
John Mark with them… they asked him to come with them, and he agreed.

There is something else we need to know about John Mark…and Barnabus.
Look at Colossians 4:10
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My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends
you his greetings, as does Mark, the
cousin of Barnabus.




Was it possible that Barnabus brought Mark along with him and Saul simply because Mark was family? And if he did, was that a bad thing?

IN order to answer that we need to remind ourselves of who Barnabus was.
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“Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the
apostles called Barnabas (which means
Son of Encouragement = huios
parakleseos), sold a field he owned and
brought the money and put it at the
apostles’ feet.”




Barnabus was an encourager.
From the Bible’s perspective, to encourage…
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….is to speak to another person the truth of who God is; the truth of who the believer is in Jesus and the truth of how the Spirit of God convinces and then leads the follower of Jesus to spend their life for the glory of Jesus.
Throughout our lives, we need to be reminded on a regular basis that God delights to use ordinary followers of Jesus in surprising and unexpected ways in his work of gospel rescue.
[image: image9.png]26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you
were called. Not many of you were wise by human
standards; not many were influential; not many were of
noble birth.
27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame
the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to
shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this
world and the despised things—and the things that are
not—to nullify the things that are, 2% so that no one may
boast before him.
201t is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has
become for us wisdom from God—that is, our
righteousness, holiness and redemption. 3! Therefore, as it
is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord."

1 Corinthians 1




** The other thing we learn about Barnabus from Acts 4:36 is that he was generous – he sold a field and he gave the proceeds in their entirety to help in providing for those who were in need in Jerusalem.
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I believe this quality of generosity extended to the way in which Barnabus brought others alongside of him to serve.

He was generous in giving opportunity to those who were younger in the faith, allowing them to excel… and even surpass him… in skill and leadership.
This is the challenge which the gospel presents us …particularly as we grow older - our faith is always to be passed on to those who follow us.
Wouldn’t it be an incredible testimony to the gospel, if at SBC, those of us who are older in age and in the faith… did as Barnabus did…if we sought out younger believers and encouraged them to step into ministry, and then helped them as they did, so that they went further than us?
It was only after Barnabus and Saul and John had travelled across Cyprus sharing the gospel of Jesus, that John suddenly left the team and went home to Jerusalem.
We’re not told what happened.

But as we earlier read in chapter 15, John’s leaving was a desertion.

So, we are back to our question - why did Luke include this incident in the book of Acts?
What message did God want to communicate to his church through this?

To answer these questions, I remind you of how the gospel saves and the kind of community the church is.
The gospel rests upon the cross of Jesus and his resurrection from the dead which were the turning point in the history of redemption.

You could say they were the earth’s spiritual D-Day.
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When Jesus bodily walked out of the tomb, God began his mighty work of reversal…in this present time, God is doing a new thing.
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He is making family: 
of those who used to be slaves to sin; 
of those who formerly were his enemies.
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The follower of Jesus is a different kind of human being.

The penalty of our sins has been removed – as far as the east is from the west.
God has credited us with the righteousness of Jesus.
He has birthed in us a new heart and a new nature.

The Holy Spirit is active within us, in order to make us in practice what God has declared us to be.

In this regard, every follower of Jesus is a work of God’s grace. 
In this present time, God gathers his family together in the church, where his life… that permeates us individually… also permeates our gatherings.
This is what makes our time together on Sundays so special.
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In this present time, the church is a city within a city.

We are an outpost of heaven.
The same Holy Spirit who is at work in us, is at work in the church to create a supernatural unity, which we are to maintain.
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But the church, just like the follower of Jesus, is not yet perfect.
We are not yet who we will be.
But neither are we… who we once were.
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We are being transformed into the likeness of Jesus with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. See 2 Corinthians 3:18.
This is the gospel.

Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, death and resurrection, John Mark’s failure at Perga… did not define the rest of his life.

[image: image17.jpg]



We don’t know when, nor do we know any of the specifics of how it happened, but John Mark did again serve Jesus.

Look at what Paul wrote about John Mark in the letter to Philemon, and then to Timothy:
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Is there any follower of Jesus here… who can identify with John Mark?

Have you too failed at some point?

Have you known what it is to sit on the sidelines for a season?
God’s word which speaks openly about his failure, also speaks of his restoration.

You too can begin again.
It won’t be easy.

But neither is the alternative of staying where you’ve been.
Because of Jesus’ salvation, there is life after failure.
This possibility of a new beginning… exists because of who God is.

Brennan Manning writes:
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Do you remember the parable of the prodigal son?

We follow a God who runs to us when we turn to him.

We follow a God who claims us as his own.

We follow a God who kisses us.

We follow a God who celebrates us, who dances with his child when they come home.

The posture of God towards you is one of welcome.
The grace of God is greater than your sin; it is greater than your failure.
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Simply stated - God’s grace is enough.

This is his promise – if we confess our sin, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
There will be prayer people… here at the front…. ready to listen and to pray with you, as you turn your life again to the Lord.
Or you can talk to me after our time here ends; or talk with a trusted friend who you know is solid in their faith.

I urge you to take those first steps back to a vibrant relationship with your Savior.

He waits for you.

Will you come?

This too is the gospel.

Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, death and resurrection, Paul and Barnabus’ conflict, though it did simmer for an extended time, was resolved.

The triune God who made his home in them, persuaded them to respond to one another in a different way … he provided them with a different power, not just to resolve their conflict, but to reconcile with one another.
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Do you remember Jesus’ parable in Matthew 18:21-35?
Is it difficult to do this? 
Of course, it is!

But it is even more difficult to run away, to separate.

Again, I quote Brennan Manning:

[image: image23.jpg]By and large, the gospel of '

) QUOTES




When a follower of Jesus refuses to forgive; to reconcile, they deny the power of the gospel, and frustrate the grace of God that has been lavished on them.

What is that gospel of grace?
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This is the truth – the offense committed against you is not greater than the offense you have committed against the God of heaven and earth.

Are you stuck – unable to forgive? unwilling to reconcile?
I urge you this morning to invite the Spirit into that hurt you’ve been carrying, guarding, nurturing…. ask him to impress upon your heart in a fresh way the gospel of Jesus that forgave you, in order that you might do the same.
Before we come to the Table, let’s respond to the Lord in the quietness of our hearts.
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O Come to the Table - instrumentally

The Table of the Lord is a beautiful re-enactment of the mercy and grace of God and the invitation that is ours to come near.

The Blessing
Ephesians 1:7-8: In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us.
Jesus has lavished on his followers the riches of God’s grace.

God’s grace is greater than our sin;

greater than our failures or the failures of others.

May you be blessed to know and experience 

the joy of daily living in that truth. 
And may you be used by God 
and experience the blessing 
of being one through whom the grace of God 
is poured out on others.
There is a sidebar here that I think is important for us to take note of. 

According to Acts 4:36, where was Barnabus from? 

Cyprus!
The Spirit had called Barnabus and Saul to share the good news of Jesus in places beyond Antioch. 

Isn’t it intriguing that the first place they were sent to was… Barnabus’ home country?!!!

Sharing Jesus with family members can be incredibly difficult.

Even Jesus had trouble with his brothers, who were very slow to believe in him.

In fact, in his early days of ministry, they thought he was crazy!

And yet, whether your family members receive your testimony or not, it is important and necessary that they hear from you how Jesus changed your life and see in you the evidence of that change.

A person’s journey to God usually involves a number of people.

You may be the person who leads one or more of your family member to Jesus.

Then again, you may not be.

But you still have a part in their journey to God;  whether it is in the beginning or in the final steps they take.
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