The Gospel Story





                November 3, 2019
Acts 13:14-43

This past summer I learned about my ancestors on my father’s side of the family – 
· who they were – they were anabaptists; 
· what they did – they emigrated from Europe to Pennsylvania and then to the Kitchener/Waterloo area in search of freedom to practice their faith; 
· the heritage I have because of them – their burning passion was that their ancestors would know Jesus and “keep the faith.”
The stories of these people enthralled me, and their example inspired me.
Show some pictures.
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(Show a picture if you have one of them)

When we become a follower of Jesus, we become part of an extended family of faith; a family of people who have known and walked with God; 

a family that stretches back thousands of years…to Abraham.
In today’s passage, Dr. Luke recorded a message Paul preached.

When I read it slowly it took me under six minutes to do so.

Dr. Luke has recorded for his audience a synopsis of what Paul said.

Why did he do that?

It was important to the Spirit of God that readers of the book of Acts know the essentials of the gospel and understand the power of the gospel - it draws and connects with the human heart because it speaks to the core issues of life regardless of a person’s culture and background.
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“On the next Sabbath almost 
the whole city gathered to hear
the word of the Lord.”



Acts 13:44










“On the next Sabbath almost 

the whole city gatheredtohear

the word of the Lord.”

Acts 13:44


Read v.14-15.
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It was customary in Paul’s day, if a guest was present, to invite them… as the synagogue leaders did, to share a word of exhortation.

Paul accepted this invitation.
Read v.16-22.
Because his audience was Jewish, Paul connected the story of Jesus to the story of Abraham.

Every Jew knew their history – Paul is not giving them new information.
But what he did was emphasize what God had done over the centuries. 
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PAUL REMINDED HIS AUDIENCE:
• God chose Abraham and his family – v.17a
• God made Abraham’s family great while in Egypt – v.17b
• God with mighty power freed the Hebrews from slavery –



v.17c.
• God led the nation of Israel – v.17d
• God endured their failings in the wilderness – v.18.
• God gave to them the land of Canaan – v.19.
• God gave them judges until the time of Samuel – v.20.
• God gave them Saul – v.21
• God removed Saul as king – v.22a
• God chose and made David king – a man whose heart 



was like that of God’s – v.22b.
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Do you see the emphasize Paul made?

God had faithfully kept the promises he had made to Abraham and his family.
But God had also made promises to King David, which Paul connected to the gospel of Jesus.

It may very well have been that the reading that Sabbath day had been this passage. And even if it wasn’t, what Nathan the prophet had foretold to David was well known by every Jewish person.

Read v.23.
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12When your days are over and you rest with
your ancestors, | will raise up your offspring to
succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and |
will establish his kingdom.

4] will be his father, and he will be my

son. When he does wrong, | will punish him with
arod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by
human hands.
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15But my love will never be taken away from
him, as | took it away from Saul, whom |
removed from before you.





As incredible a king as David was and as brilliant a reign as his had been, this descendant would far exceed David.

In comparison to him, David was but a shadow. 
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Paul announced that the greater son was God’s Savior, and that he had come and that his name was Jesus.

Read v.24-25.
John spoke to the uniqueness of Jesus when he said:
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To most Jewish people, John was considered to be the greatest prophet ever born – Jesus himself confirmed this. See Matthew 11:11.

John was the Elijah who was to come. See Matthew 11:14; Malachi 4:5.
But in comparison to the One he announced, like King David, John the Baptist too, was but a shadow; he was simply the voice of Isaiah 40.
Thomas Aquinas explains the significance of this particular statement:
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“John touches on the greatness of 
Christ’s superiority when he says, ‘I am 
not worthy to untie his sandals;’ 
meaning you must not suppose that 
Jesus ranks ahead of me in dignity in 
the way that one man is placed ahead 
of another, rather he is ranked so far 
above me that I am nothing in 
comparison to him.”



Thomas Aquinas 
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http://newtheologicalmovement.blogspot.com/2011/05/what-john-meant-when-he-said-i-am-not.html
Read v.26-29.
The greater Son of David had come, and the people of Jerusalem and their rulers had: 

not recognized him

 condemned him

asked for him to be executed by crucifixion
laid his dead body in a tomb

That should have been the end of the story.

And it would have been if Jesus had been anybody one other than God’s Savior, the Messiah, the Rescuer.
But unlike every other human being who has died, Jesus’ dead body did not undergo decay.
Read v.30-33a.
The statement made by Paul in v.32-33 was paradigm shifting.
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Here again, the initiative of God was emphasized.

v.30 – God raised Jesus from the dead

Not only his coming, but his suffering, death, burial and resurrection was all of God’s doing.

And all of these prophetic promises - v.33 – had been fulfilled.

Every human being knows that death is permanent in the sense that when a person dies, they don’t come back to life.

But the Hebrew people did believe in resurrection.

Martha, the sister of Lazarus said it best when she spoke with Jesus about her brother who had just died: “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  John 11:24.

But God had raised Jesus from the dead… in the middle of history, not at the end.

And the very Old Testament Scriptures which were read on a weekly basis in every synagogue, had foretold this.
Paul referenced three different Scriptures that all believing Jews would have known:
Psalm 2:7

Isaiah 55:3

Psalm 16:10
Read v.33b-35.
“As it is written…”

In other words, as it was foretold.
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I have installed my king on Zion, 
my holy mountain. I will proclaim 
the LORD’S decree: He said to me, 
“You are my son; today I have 
become your father.”



PSALM 2



PSALM 2
9 Therefore my heart is glad
and my tongue rejoices; my 
body also will rest secure, 
10 because you will not 
abandon me to the realm of 
the dead, nor will you let your 
holy one see decay. 11 You 
make known to me the path of 
life; you will fill me with joy in 
your presence, with eternal 
pleasures at your right hand.
PSALM 16



ISAIAH 55
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Someone might have asked, “But don’t these scriptures actually speak of David and his own hope in the Lord?” 
Paul carefully explained: read v.36-37.
The gospel of Jesus is news… that demands a response.

We know because of the first word of v.38a – therefore…
· There is something to know.
· There is someone to believe in.

· There is something to be received.

Read v.38-39.
1. There is something to know.

a. The bad news of the gospel is that we are all sinners and cannot make things right with God.

b. The bad news of the gospel is that no one is able to do sufficient good to cancel out their sin.

c. The good news of the gospel is that through Jesus we can be forgiven.
2. There is someone to believe in.
Look again at v.39.
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Through him…
everyone who believes…
is set from from every sin,



a justification…
you were not able to obtain
under the law of Moses
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When cancer invades the human body, do you know anybody who’d say,

“It’s ok,”

“Forget about it,”

“Don’t worry,”

“No problem,”

“We’re good.”

Anyone who is diagnosed with cancer wants it gone.

That is the posture of God towards sin that has infected the human race, and is the source of all dysfunction on this earth.
Because God is just, he cannot simply say about our sin…
“It’s ok,”

“Forget about it,”

“Don’t worry,”

“No problem,”

“We’re good.”

God is the Judge of the earth.

As such, through Jesus Christ, God decisively deal with our sin.

On the cross God made Jesus who knew no sin to be sin for us.

Jesus died the death we should have died.

This is how God justifies – this is how he declares a person innocent, how he sets one free from every sin – as his Son is believed in.
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3. There is something to be received.

Forgiveness! 
How does the truth of the gospel connect to us today?

For those who follow Jesus.

This has been much on my heart.

The opportunity afforded the Colombia team – proclaiming in the central parks of Caldas.

The heavens declare the glory of God, but the church proclaims the gospel of Jesus.

You and I are commanded by Jesus to speak the gospel to the people of our community; to those of our generation.
To that end, as a church we are planning to do Alpha in January.
· As a church we want to courageously invite people to hear the news about Jesus.

· As a church we want to create a space where people can ask questions regarding life and faith.

· As a church we want to be gripped in a fresh way by the power of the gospel to save.

· As a church we want to learn ourselves how to tell the gospel news.

· We want to learn to be bold as the Spirit leads us – to encourage people to welcome Jesus into their lives.

This is why I urge all of us to be willing to participate in Alpha.
- to pray

- to listen 

- to facilitate conversation

- to encourage

Can you do that?

Will you?
As Paul finished speaking that morning, he ended with a warning.

Read v.40-41.
When the gospel is heard, a person faces a moment of crisis.
Our passage speaks of three different responses>

· Some believed in and received the gift of forgiveness through Jesus.
· Some wanted to speak further about these things.
· Others turned away and continued with their life as it was.
Because God loves the world he wants everyone to enter into a relationship with him.
But though he has done everything necessary for us to be justified… he doesn’t force his way into a person’s life.

What he does do is reveal himself.
What he does do is work in circumstances to get a person’s attention.
What he does do is act to show goodness to a person.
What he does do is have someone announce the gospel to them.
But what Jesus did on the cross becomes effective only when he is believed in and is welcomed into one’s life.
Do you know Jesus?

Do you have more questions?

Then let’s talk together afterwards and arrange a time to talk further.

But some of you may be ready… to believe in him; to receive him.
Then come to him.

Come as we sing our closing song – come stand beside me.
Or approach our prayer people.

Or speak with me or another follower of Jesus after we’re done.

The Blessing
Book of Habakkuk
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