A Purpose Worth Living For


            
November 10, 2019

Acts 13:36

We read and interacted last week with Acts 13:14-41.

It was a sermon preached in a synagogue in Psidian Antioch by Paul, who shared with Jews and devout converts to Judaism…. the story of God’s rescue of humanity through Jesus Christ.

When Paul spoke of the resurrection of Jesus, he quoted Psalm 16 as proof that God fulfilled what he had long ago foretold.

In verses 36-39, Paul emphasized that David’s body had decayed and therefore the promise had not been fulfilled in him, but in his greater Son, the Messiah, who had risen from the dead.

In verse 36 an important reference was made about King David that I believe God’s Spirit would have us focus on this morning.
Winston Churchill said:
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What is that something?

Fyodor Dostoyevsky echoed the same sentiment:
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Many, if not all, at some point ask the question… “why am I alive?”
It is one of the most significant questions a person can ask of themselves, and even more importantly, be able to answer.

Mark Twain wrote:
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Acts 13:36 speaks to and answers the “why” question.
Let’s read together this verse.
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Today’s coffee/question:
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I acknowledge this is a challenging question.

But I still encourage you to share your answer with someone else.
King David was a follower of God.
God was the “why” of David’s life.
There are many things about our life that we have no say in.
· Who our parents are

· When we were born.

· Where we were born.

· The bodies we are born with.

· Our sex and gender.

But when it comes to the why of our existence, you and I have a choice.

Sometimes it may feel like we don’t –that we’re just an observer of what is happening to us and around us.
But when it comes to what you and I spend our lives on, the Bible says…we choose.
David chose to serve God’s purpose in his generation.

For what purpose do you live?
Let me tell you the story of Gene Easley.

Gene lived on the second floor of a Guatemalan apartment. 
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One day he noticed a young girl walking by with an elderly woman. 
Sometime later the pair passed by again, but this time the little girl carried a bundle of sticks on her head.  
Gene says, “The girl particularly caught my eye because…her little arms and legs were so thin that you didn’t have to question whether she was eating right. It was obvious she was suffering from malnutrition.”
Gene wondered as he saw this girl, “Why doesn’t somebody do something?”
And then God spoke into his spirit: “Why don’t you do something?” 
It was at that moment Gene realized: “God didn’t want me to be just an onlooker.”
Gene and his wife became the hands and feet of Jesus as they drove to a grocery store, where they bought food for the elderly woman and her granddaughter and then took it to their home. 
Their visit that day became the first of many.
Availability to God is a common characteristic of those who serve God’s purpose.

So is a focus on God and a willingness to listen to and say yes to the promptings his Spirit.

Like King David, Gene and his wife served God’s purpose in their generation.

It is important that I remind you that based upon what the Bible teaches, Gene Easley and his wife and King David are not the exceptions.
It is God’s intent that every follower of Jesus serves his purpose in their generation.
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A parable told by Jesus in Matthew 20:1-16 explains that in addition to saving us from our sin, God saves us from purposelessness.
Read the passage.

Did you notice who it was the landowner asked to work for him?
Verse 3-5 –people who were doing nothing. 

Verse 6-7 –people standing around.

This detail is important.
It is the discovery everyone will make at some point.

I know it is not the best illustration.
But do you remember the old stove that used to sit outside in the patio area?

It was a nice-looking stove.

It had eight burners.

But it could not serve its purpose because the power cord had been cut.

And without power that stove was just a piece of metal.
It sat out there for more than a year doing nothing.

It is the same with life when it is disconnected from God.

Last year the Colombia Team read through this book – Servant on the Edge of History, by Sam James.
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Chapter 7 tells the story of a man named Mr. An.
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Even though he had been involved with the Viet Cong for many years, when he became seriously sick with tuberculosis, his comrades abandoned him in the jungle.

Using a forged identity card, he made his way to Saigon and to a hospital where remarkably he recovered.
On the day he was released from hospital, he walked by Grace Baptist Church.

The singing drew him in, where that day, he heard and responded to the gospel, welcoming Jesus into his life.

For three years, Mr. An and his wife were an integral part of that church.
And then, quite suddenly, Mr. An again became gravely ill.

When it became obvious that he would not recover, he sent his wife to bring Sam James, his pastor, to his home.

Sam writes in the book:
“When I arrived, people were bringing Mr. An out on a cot to place him in a taxi. I rushed to his side. He looked up at me with a beautiful smile. His voice was weak. ‘Oh, pastor, I wanted to see you so badly before I leave,’ he said. 
I knelt in the dust on the side of the road beside him. ‘Brother An, where are you going?’ He whispered, ‘I am going back to my home village to die.’ 
Then, his voice growing weaker, he gently gripped my hand and said, “I regret that I only lived for three years. I am 58 years old, but I did not begin living until I met Jesus. Thank you for telling me about him.” p.73.
For most of his adult years, Mr. An had invested his life into the cause of communism.

But when his comrades left him for dead in the jungle, his hopes and dreams of a new society united under communism were shattered, and he was left thoroughly disillusioned.

But as it was in the parable, late in the afternoon of his life, at a Sunday service at Grace Baptist Church in Saigon, Mr. An met Jesus and welcomed him into his life. 
And though it was only for three years, during those years, Mr. An served God’s purpose in his generation.

In addition to individually living to serve God’s purpose, we do the same as a local church.
Throughout the fall, the elders and deacons have been praying, thinking and talking together, regarding how this church serves God’s purpose in our generation.
I want to show to you where we’ve come so far.
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JESUS

is  THE CENTER of
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is THE CENTER of
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REACH UP ----------------------------

REACH IN ----------------------------

REACH OUT -------------------------
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We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He
ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy universal and apostolic church.

We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.









OUR BELIEFS

We believe in 

one God, the Father almighty

, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible 

and invisible.

And in 

one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God

, begotten from the Father before all ages, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same 

essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He 

ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory 

to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life

. He proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the 

prophets.

We believe in 

one holy universal and apostolic church

.

We affirm 

one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look forward to 

the resurrection of the dead

, and to

life in the world to come

. Amen.


[image: image15.emf]sacrificially obey Scripture
wholeheartedly worship God
are mutually committed to one another}* . == i

e —

joyfully serve others P, o
live simply, compassionately, generously N\
are agents of reconciling love









OUR DNA

As followers of Jesus we have been recreated 

by God to be a people who:

1. sacrificially obey Scripture

2. wholeheartedly worship God

3. are mutually committed to one another

4. joyfully serve others

5. live simply, compassionately, generously

6. are agents of reconciling love
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OUR CORE SPIRITUAL PRACTICES
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our discipleship path

RECONCILING OTHERS TO GOD
e gospel conversations
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* christmas and easter

connecting to COMMUNITY
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REACH UP -------

REACH IN---------

REACH OUT -----

our dis cipleship path

connecting to 

JESUS

• sundaybible teaching

• faith basics: 

• baptism class

• membership class

• spiritual practices

connecting to 

COMMUNITY

• life groups

• ministry teams

kids, youth, worship, BHB, grace gardens,                

 

 

prayer, life groups, colombiamission,  

church board, finance

• leadership training

RECONCILING OTHERS TO GOD

• gospel conversations

• alpha 1.0 and 2.0

• christmasand easter
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Membership

|ldentity rooted in Jesus, evidenced by behavior influenced by beliefs and values
Sunday worship engagement

Life group engagement

Ministry engagement

Community engagement

Offerings










2

0

/

2

0

 

V

I

S

I

O

N

our measurables

1. Salvations

2. Baptisms

3. Membership

4. Identity rooted in Jesus, evidenced by behavior influenced by beliefs and values

5. Sunday worship engagement

6. Life group engagement

7. Ministry engagement

8. Community engagement

9. Offerings

10._______________

11._______________

12._______________
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2020

1. 20 salvations in 2020

2. 20 baptisms in 2020

3. 40 new members in 2020

4. Every follower of Jesus (100%) 

can tell their God story

5. Robust leaders in every ministry

Strategic

Measurable

Achievable

Realistic

Timely


We would welcome your input and response to the work done so far on what we’ve entitled 20/20 Vision.
Are we on track?

What is good?

What have we forgotten?

What isn’t clear?

You can email me your thoughts and suggestions or write notes on the handout and turn it back in to me.

Who we are together as a church is a composite of who each of us is in relationship to Jesus.
And so while we serve God’s purpose as a church, we also respond to him and serve his purpose as individual followers of Jesus.

Show a blank page of paper.
The decision to believe in and to receive Jesus and to live for God’s purpose, for however many years he gives us, is like taking a blank page of paper and placing your signature at the bottom of the page and then handing it to God, trusting him to fill in the details.

Doing so is like you did when you married.

For some, your response to God this morning may be to come and pick up a piece of paper, then before God to sign it, and to express to him, in your own words, “I trust you to fill in the details.”

Then keep that signed piece of paper in your Bible or journal as a reminder of your commitment today.

The Blessing
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