We Must Go Through Many Hardships



January 12, 2020
Acts 14:22
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Read Acts 14:8-28.

It had happened in Paphos, in Psidian Antioch, in Iconium, and in Lystra.

Wherever Paul and Barnabus preached the gospel of Jesus, trouble happened.

We will come back next week to unpack the significance of the things that happened in Derbe.

But I want us today to focus on an important truth Paul and Barnabus emphasized in their discipling, or you could say, in their grounding, of those who had trusted in Jesus.
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We… must …
Paul and Barnabus were not just speaking of themselves when they said – “we.” However, the use of “we,” did include them… as well as everyone who follows Jesus.

The word must… expresses possibility or necessity.

What was the possibility or the necessity that Paul and Barnabus spoke of… and remember….this teaching emphasis… strengthened and encouraged the believers to remain true to the faith, as v.22 says?

… go through…
To “go through” something… means… there is a beginning… and there’s an end. What was it that all believers must go through?
…many hardships…
The word hardship means “a pressing, a pressure.” 
In his letter to the church at Corinth Paul described his own experience of being under pressure.
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2 C orinthians  1:8-9a


I appreciate that God never sugar-coats the truth.
It will be challenging to follow Jesus.
Jesus himself told his followers, John 16:33: 
In this world you will have trouble (hardship).
Before he said this… Jesus had spoken in greater detail about why this trouble happens – he spoke of its source.
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John 15:18-25

•

The world does not 

know God – v.21.

•

The world hates Jesus 

and the Father… 

without reason – v.25.


Verse 25 is a quote from Psalm 69:4.
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Those who hate me 

without reason 

outnumber the hairs of my head;

many are my enemies 

without cause

,

those who seek to destroy me.

Psalm 69:4


Psalm 69 is a prophetic psalm that spoke not just of David’s experience when King Saul hunted him, but of what would be the experience of the Messiah.
Before the creation of the world Jesus was chosen by God the Father to be the Rescuer.

The Father, Son and Spirit knew what he would face – how he would be hated by humanity…. without reason or cause.

The reason why humanity hates Jesus goes back to the beginning.
Adam and Eve… were created perfect.

But theirs was an untested perfection.

God gave to them a will… and with that will… the freedom… to choose… whether in love of God … they would obey him.
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Their choice released sin and death into the human experience and subjected the creation to frustration….so that both humanity and the created world now groan as in the pains of childbirth.
The Bible also tells us that preceding humanity’s fall, there was another rebellion…among the angels whom God had also made in his likeness.
The book of Ezekiel describes what happened.
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Sin corrupted this guardian cherub.

It changed him into a dragon and convinced him to make war against God.
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The war which began in heaven, spread to the earth.
The ancient serpent called Satan, deceived our first parents and enticed them to sin.  

He then orchestrated a coup, by which he usurped the role of humanity… 
to rule over the earth… on God’s behalf.
Since then he has maliciously:

a.  led the whole earth astray
b. blinded the minds of humanity to the glory and goodness of God.
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On the very day that Adam and Eve sinned, God promised a Rescuer would be born of the woman, and that this Rescuer would crush the serpent and undo what Satan and sin had ruined.
The Bible tells us that Jesus was that Rescuer.

He came as 1 John 3:8 says…
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How did Jesus do this?

By the cross.

How does Jesus do this?
One life at a time.

As Colossians 1:13 says, Jesus rescues sinners from the dominion of darkness and brings them… into his kingdom.
God’s gracious, loving rule… is presently manifested… in the lives of those in whom Jesus is Lord; in whom he lives by his Spirit. 

But God’s kingdom is not yet what it will be.

In the wisdom of God, in this present time, Jesus rules from heaven over the earth, and he does so in the midst of his enemies – Psalm 110.

For the sake of the world he loves, this present time is a time of opportunity… for anyone who will…to come home to God through faith in Jesus.

The fallen angels who were defeated… by the death of Jesus on the cross and his resurrection… are not yet banished to hell…and so, are permitted to continue to attempt to frustrate the work of the gospel.

But they cannot undo what Jesus has done.
But that doesn’t mean, they don’t try.

Revelation 12:17 explains.
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The dragon wage[s] war against… those 

who keep God’s commands and hold fast 

their testimony about J esus.

 
In Ephesians 6 the Bible confirms what Revelation 12 describes.
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How does the follower of Jesus live in light of the reality that there are unseen adversaries who hate Jesus and who oppose his followers… and who would ruin us if they could?
Jesus didn’t… just… tell his disciples: In this world you will have trouble.

He also told them, John 16:33, to focus on these things:
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Romans 8 expands on the significance of what Jesus promised.

[image: image14.emf]Romans 8:31-39









R omans8:31-39


At the heart of these stunning, shocking, incredible, magnificent promises … is the glorious truth that all of these things are the result of the victory won by Jesus and the salvation accomplished by his death and resurrection.

Yes, as followers of Jesus we must go through many troubles.

Yes, in this world we will have trouble.

Yes, we will face hardship that is far beyond our ability to endure.

But…Romans 8:31 says… 
If God is for us, who can be against us?

v.32 - God will graciously give us all things.

v.33 - Jesus chose us.
Remember the passage we earlier read?
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v.34 - Jesus lives to intercede for us.

v.35 - Nothing… can separate us from the love of our Savior.

He will finish what he began in us – Philippians 1:6.
v.37 - We are more than conquerors.
What does that mean?

Paul explained in the letter he wrote to the Corinthian church.
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2 C orinthians  1:9b-11


All followers of Jesus will face hardship, great pressure.

But none of these things will keep us from entering the kingdom of God.

Of this we are certain.

Our hope is in the God who raises the dead.
This is who we rely upon.

This means there is no hardship we face that can snatch us from him.

Look at what the Spirit of God moved Paul to wrote…

Who is our God?

He is the One who…(v.10)
has delivered us

will deliver us

will continue to deliver us

Despite the fact that right now we face many hardships, they are temporary; they are something… we go through.
Jesus has overcome the world and he will deliver us.
The pressures brought against a believer, by God’s ancient enemy Satan, and a world that is hostile to God, can be withstood… because of the peace that Jesus gives and the promise that he will deliver us.
What will this amazing grace of God result in?

Look again at verse 11.

God’s people learning to pray.

The displaying of the goodness of God which results in praise and the giving of thanks.
John Piper wisely notes that our hope doesn’t mean our hardships are insignificant.

But what sustains us in these temporary troubles is what sustained Jesus.
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There is a future coming, a glory, a joy….that makes our present troubles seem as nothing when compared to it.
The Blessing

2 Corinthians 1:3-4.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 

who comforts us in all our trouble, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

Please note the context – see the verses below.
May you be blessed with a greater understanding that the heart of God is compassionate. 

When you encounter trouble, may you experience his comforting compassion expressed to you through his Spirit, through his Word, and through his people.

And because he blesses you so that you in turn may bless others, may others…facing hardship…. experience God’s comfort through your words, through your presence, and through your acts of kindness in his name.

In me you may have peace. 
In this world, you will have trouble. 

But take heart! 
I have overcome the world.

This was the context for the teaching given by Paul and Barnabus.
The teaching, “We must go through many hardships…”

was not only taught by Jesus; 

it wasn’t only taught by Paul and Barnabus 


to the believers in Lystra, Iconium and Derbe; 

it was also repeated many times 

in different letters to the early churches.
1 Peter 4:12-16.

1 Peter 5:8-10
2 Corinthians 4:8-9; 17

Each of these passages I just read, speak of glory.

“…so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed…”

“…the God of all grace [has] called you to his eternal glory in Christ.”

“…our troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory…”

What is the glory that these passages speak of?

The entrance into the glory and splendor of the kingdom of God.



“We must go through many hardships…

 to enter the kingdom of God.”
This is the hope of the believer when passing through hardships.
This is the focus that enables the believer to persevere and to not give up.

One hymn writer said, “This world is not my home.”
Do you realize this present time in which we live 

has an expiry date to it??
The situation that defines this present world – 

under the influence of sin and death; 
led astray by Satan – will not last.

In the words of Jesus the kingdom of God drew near 2000 years ago.

And since then, God has been active on this earth, 


rescuing men and women in every generation 

and from every tribe and nation, who turn to him, 


and welcome Jesus to be the rightful King of their life.
Through his death and resurrection, 


which accomplished God’s great salvation, 

Jesus, in the words of 1 John 3:8, 


has been actively destroying the work of the devil.

The kingdom of God has drawn near.

But one day soon, this present age will give way to the new age;

the age when everything will be made new – 

the earth and the heavens; our bodies.

In that new age, heaven and earth will be joined together 


as God’s kingdom visibly comes to earth. 

God will live with humanity and angels who have chosen to love him. 

In this kingdom there will be no more death, 


no more mourning, no more crying, no more pain, no more curse.

It is this hope – to enter the kingdom of God –  

that the believer is to focus on 
when passing through hardships because of their trust in Jesus.

How is this teaching to be lived out in our lives?

** You and I need to understand hardship 


is a normal part of the Christian life.
It doesn’t mean, when you face it, 


that God has forgotten about you 

or doesn’t love you anymore.

The world we live in is influenced by evil personalities 


(both physical and spiritual)

who want to suppress and extinguish all that is of God.

They can’t.

But in their hatred of God and his good 

they will try to strike out at those loved by God.
In order that this perspective may sink deep into your mind and heart, 


I encourage you to be intentional 
to read, study and think upon the experience of Jesus.

His was the way of the cross.

We learn from him to approach hardship as something to go through.

Hebrews 12:2

“…for the joy set before him he endured the cross…”

This is not simply a piece of information to tuck away in your mind.

The understanding of this truth deepens through deliberate practice.
And as we practice this truth, doing so,


invites God to turn what was intended for evil 
into the accomplishing of good in our lives.

Look at 2 Corinthians 1:8-11    

Paul made no attempt to downplay 

how intense those hardships were that he and his companions faced.

“We were under great pressure…”
“[We were] far beyond our ability to endure…”

“We despaired even of life…”

“In our hearts we felt the sentence of death…”

But this passage tells us they chose to set their hope in God – v.10b.
What happened as they clung to God and others prayed for them?
What was the good brought about by God through that hardship?

Verse 10 tells us, God came to their rescue.

But even before he did, v.9 tells us they learned to rely on God.

What characteristic of God were they learning to rely upon?

That he is the One who raises the dead.

The hardship was intended to kill them.

The good brought about by God was a rock solid confidence 

in his power and his timing.
I realize some of you are passing through a time of hardship.

Will you invite Jesus to help you keep your focus on him?

Will you ask him to strengthen your faith in order to hang on to him?

Will you open your hands to receive his grace?

As you would respond in this way, 


I want to pray for you and ask on your behalf:
that God will work in your life and situation 


and use this hardship for your good.

When it seemed all hope was lost; 


when it appeared that evil had won; 

God intervened in such a dramatic way, 


that from that time onward, 
they were able to say that experientially knew God to be the God who raises the dead.

But in both of these passages we see God at work, 


turning what was intended for evil 

and using it to accomplish his good in the believer.

In the Romans 5 passage Paul says that suffering 


was used to produce perseverance.

How did that happen?

Why instead of evil succeeding in embittering a believer against God, 


did suffering produce the good of perseverance in them?

It was because of God’s grace and the perspective they maintained.

“We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”

This is perspective.

When the perspective of the believer is on the hope of the glory of God; 


his coming kingdom; his coming victory; 

then sufferings are seen and understood to be temporary and brief, 


and so to be endured as part of one’s faith journey.
It’s this perspective that builds perseverance 


that in turn builds character 

that in turn further deepens the believers hope in God.

The good brought about by God in the 2 Corinthians 1 passage is this: 


as Paul and his companions refused to give up on God, 
even when under excruciating pressure, God came to their rescue.

Their adversaries want to extinguish both their life 


and their hope in God.

God’s rescue of them was so dramatic, 


that they were able to say that they now experientially knew him 

as the God who raises the dead.

The good brought about God as they hung on to him, 


was a deepening faith in God’s ability and in his goodness.

When you and I face hardships, and refuse to give up on God, 


this confidence in him, welcomes him to work for our good.

 in what had been intended by our adversaries 

In this way, they came to know God experientially 


as the one who raises the dead.

His rescue

 and used how he delivered them  

to deepen their trust and confidence in him.
As you and I hang on to God; as we refuse to give up on him; as we 

And if they are known to be brief, 


then they can be endured by focusing on God and his grace that he freely and abundantly gives to his own.

It is that choice to endure by focusing on God that produces perseverance.

Not because of our suffering, but 

 and perseverance contributed to the building of character,

God takes what is intended for evil and uses it to accomplish good.

This happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.

Many hardships…
Through hardships…

Why did Jesus go the way of the cross?

For the joy that would go after.

Jesus – In this world you will have trouble.

2 Peter 1:5-8 – why perseverance?

Hardships build character that keeps one from being ineffective and unproductive in their knowledge of Jesus

Romans 5:1-2.

Now read verses 3-4.

Suffering produces perseverance

Perseverance produces character

Character produces hope

1 Peter 1:6 – for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith…may be proved genuine and may result in praise…

1 Peter 4:19 – those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.

2 Timothy 2:3; 4:5 – endure hardship

Hebrews 12:7 – endure hardship as discipline

Job 5:17 – Blessed is the man whom God corrects; do not despise the discipline of the Lord.
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