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The vastness of space and the intricacy of a flower both speak of the love of beauty, wisdom, power, and creativity of God.
The Bible is the same.

There are passages that are well-known that never cease to amaze – like Psalm 23, John 3:16, Isaiah 40:31; 53:16.
And then there are parts of the Bible, that seem so ordinary.
But both speak of this wonder – the God who created all that is – speaks to us. 

Let’s turn to our passage for today.
It seems so mundane.
But let’s see what God’s Spirit says to us.

Pray for insight.

v.19a – “Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium…”
Who were these Jews?
These were the Jews who had expelled Paul and Barnabus from the region of Antioch – see 13:50; and those…who had plotted to to stone Paul and Barnabus in Iconium – 14:5.
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When word came to these Jews; when they heard that Paul and Barnabus were in Lystra, they travelled there.
From Antioch to Lystra was a journey of 130 kms – it would be like going from Port Renfrew to downtown Victoria.
From Iconium to Lystra it was 30 kms - like travelling from Sooke to Victoria General Hospital.

Why did these Jews make such effort to travel to Lystra? 
v.19b – “Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium…and won the crowd over.”

These Jews came to persuade the people of Lystra…. not that Paul and Barnabus were telling the truth; or that they needed to turn to God through faith in Jesus.

They did in Lystra what they had done in Antioch and Iconium.
13:45 – they contradicted them; they heaped abuse on them.
14:2 – they stirred up trouble; they poisoned peoples’ minds.

These Jews won the crowd over to the position they held - that Paul and Barnabus were frauds; that they were evil; that they were deceivers; I think they may have even insinuated that their power to heal came from demons.

This is what the religious leaders in Jerusalem had said of Jesus:
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What did these Jews advocate should be done?

v.19c – “Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul…”
It is important to note there was no formal legal charge brought against Barnabus and Paul; nor was there a judicial trial to determine the validity of the accusations being made.

The Jews from Antioch and Iconium were the prosecutors… and the crowd was…
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Are you surprised how quickly the crowd from Lystra went from adoration to murderous hate… from shouting “the gods have come down to us in human form…” to picking up rocks to stone the one they had thought was the god named Hermes.

In the case of Paul and Barnabus this would not be the only time this kind of trouble happened:
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· A crowd in Thessalonica rioted against the apostles.
· There was a great disturbance in Ephesus.
· A crowd in Jerusalem was incited to kill Paul. 

How are we to make sense of this kind of behavior?
Those who instigate?
Those who participate?
And remember… what happened then… really isn’t that far removed from the kind of vicious attacks that happen now… on social media.

Ephesians 4:14 describes people who when they are not grounded in God through faith in Jesus are susceptible… to being… 
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v.19d – “Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul… and dragged him outside the city…”

The dragging of Paul’s body was an act of sheer contempt…of him and the
 message he had preached.

v.19e – “Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city…thinking he was dead.”

Paul was still alive.
But can you imagine the condition he was in…if it looked like he was dead?

v.20a – “But after the disciple had gathered around him…”
Who were these disciples?
They were those who had heard the gospel preached and seen the healing – those to whom the Holy Spirit had revealed the glory of God in the person of Jesus – those who had put their faith in Jesus – those who had received Jesus and believed in him.

v.20b – “But after the disciple had gathered around him…he got up and went back into the city.”

The fact that Paul got up and walked back into the city… was a miracle of grace and of God’s power.

Years later, Paul wrote to Timothy.
In the second letter to him, Paul said:
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When he was stoned and dragged out of town, it wasn’t that Paul had been momentarily knocked out.

The fact that he could walk back into Lystra was because the Lord rescued him…from death; from brain damage, from broken bones; from serious lacerations.

Just as the power of the Lord had healed a lame man; the power of the Lord restored Paul’s battered body.

I wish Dr. Luke had described for us the reaction of the townspeople when Paul walked back into town.
Were they shocked?
Did they whisper in fear to one another – “dead man walking!!!?”

However, the only detail we are provided with is… v.20c – “The next day he and Barnabus left for Derbe.”

Paul and Barnabus didn’t head for home.
They continued on to Derbe, a journey of 100 kms, which again Paul was able to walk because the Lord had rescued him.
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While these two verses seem more like a footnote; they remind us of a precious truth – which Paul wrote of in the book of Romans, a truth which explains why they didn’t quit:
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How does the Spirit lead? 
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The Spirit leads us into relationship; into fellowship with God:
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Our relationship with God is more important to God than simply providing us with a map; a text.

He would have us learn to recognize and to come under the sound of his voice.
To that end he will lead us into circumstances… where we learn obedience; where we learn to trust him.

This was the case with Paul and Barnabus.



We’ve read of how the Holy Spirit directed Paul and Barnabus as to where they were to go (geographically) in order to preach the gospel – to the island of Cyprus and then into Asia Minor; to the cities of Paphos, Perga, Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and now…to Derbe.

What God is saying through Luke… is that the Spirit directs the follower of Jesus in the big and small things; in the challenges and the victories, and yes, even in the seeming defeats.

God’s grace is always sufficient.
He holds our lives in his hands.
No one or anything can snatch us away from God, whose ways and purposes are good.

In response to this truth…. that the Holy Spirit leads the believer…. 
Galatians 5:25 then urges the follower of Jesus… 
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This verse encourages those who love God to trust his Spirit; to be willingly lead by the Spirit - to go where he goes; to move at his pace; to wait when he waits; to run when he runs.
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Just how sufficient; just how capable is the grace of God?
The Table of the Lord says it all.

Song: How Deep the Father’s Love


As we eat the bread which represents the body of Jesus… and drink the cup, which represents his blood shed for us, we proclaim the Lord’s death and his victory over sin and death.

We also affirm our confidence in Jesus.
It is not an empty confidence; nor is it a leap in the dark confidence.
It is sure…. and it is certain.

The Spirit who leads us, who lives in us… is the deposit from God; he is the guarantor; that we are the children of God; that we are God’s heirs; and that our redemption, which was accomplished by Jesus our Savior… will be completed.
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Receiving of the Bread and the Cup
Prayer of Thanks

Song: Once and For All / Benevolent Offering


The Blessing
Read again Ephesians 1:13-14

If you are in relationship with God through faith in Jesus, you are blessed to have living within you the Spirit of God who is God’s down payment that you are his heirs and co-heirs with Christ.

In Jesus Christ we have a glorious future!
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“It is only by Beelzebub, the prince
of demons, that this fellow drives
out demons.

Matthew 12:24
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“tossed back and forth...blown here and there by every wind
of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in
their deceitful scheming.”

Ephesians 4:14
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And our fellowship
is with the Father
and with his Son,

Jesus Christ.

1John 1:3b




image13.emf



Since we live by the Spirit, 



let us keep in step with Spirit.



Galatians 5:25
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And you also were included in Christ when you
heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were
marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who
are God'’s possession—to the praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1:13-14
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Psalm 139:7-12

Where can | go from your Spirit?

If 1 go up to the heavens, you are there; if | make my
bed in the depths, you are there.

If | rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far
side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me...
If | say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light
become night around me,” even the darkness will not
be dark to you; the night will shine like the day; for
darkness is as light to you.

Coffee/Question:
Where or when have you experienced God's
presence?
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