Disciples who make Disciples					February 9, 2020
Acts 14:21-23

Sometimes when we do something, all we need to know is what needs to be done.
Call my mom – I know what to do.
But in other instances, we need to know, not only what, but how and why.

Example of cutting the lawn in Revelstoke.
[image: Image result for a lawn freshly cut]
It was not enough for my kids to be told the lawn needed to be cut.
I also needed to tell them how.
Not like this…
[image: Image result for a lawn freshly cut]
…but like this…
[image: Image result for a lawn freshly cut]
…and why.

What we are going to ask of our text today, is not just… what… but how… and why… and where.
Read Acts 14:21-26
[image: ]

Let me give you the key idea and then we’ll study the passage:
Jesus told his followers to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything he commanded.

This command and today’s passage helps us to understand that the making of a disciple is a lifelong process that happens in the local church.

I remind you that when we speak of the church, we are not speaking of the building, but the people.

The local church is where a person who believes in Jesus is taught to obey him.
What this mean is that while obedience of Jesus is a choice, it is not an intuitive one, but is something we learn.

Jesus’ goal for us in being taught to obey everything he commanded, is that we might be…fully trained.
[image: Image result for a disciple fully trained]

Because the church is where disciples are made, and the goal of our discipleship path is to be like Jesus in every way, while it may seem obvious, we still need to say it, and keep reminding ourselves of this.
[image: ]

Verse 23 says that Paul and Barnabus appointed elders in each church – in Derbe, in Lystra, in Iconium, in Antioch.
Why did they do this?

While they were them, Paul and Barnabus had taught those who had believed, the Scriptures and the words of Jesus, for the sake of strengthening and encouragement.

Particularly, their teaching had emphasized … that hardship and persecution was to be expected; that it was normal, not abnormal.

But God had called Paul and Barnabus to be apostles.
They were to travel from place to place and to announce the news of the gospel, and then move on.

This is why, as they were led by the Spirit, they appointed elders to continue teaching the believers, in each city, to obey everything Jesus had commanded…. to pursue a long obedience in the same direction.


[image: ]
This tells us that being made into a disciple, is not simply a Jesus and me process.
It primarily happens in community.

While elders are not the only ones who teach, it is the responsibility of the elders to oversee a local church’s teaching ministry and focus; to ensure that the goal of a church’s learning is obedience… to everything Jesus commanded.

And for what purpose are believers made into disciples?
For the glory of God – to make his reality, beauty, and awesomeness known.
And in order to carry forward the mission of Jesus: to communicate the news of his salvation to every nation and people group in the world.

This is why….
[image: ]

When we interact with the word on Sunday’s, how do we then apply it and live it?
How do we keep obedience as the main thing?
What does that practically look like?
Let’s see if this analogy might help.
[image: Image result for a simple rundown cottage"]
The goal of our learning is not focused on touch ups - new roof, or paint on the front door and windows, or chimney repair, or yard work, etc.

The goal of our learning is not focused on building the new alongside the existing.
[image: Image result for an old cottage with a new addition"]

Nor is it a complete tear down and then a rebuild.
[image: Image result for a new on the foundation of an old one"] 

I believe this picture…
[image: Image result for a new house that enveloped the old"]
… portrays the new birth and the goal of our learning to obey.

When we believe in Jesus and receive him, God the Spirit creates in us a new nature that envelopes every facet of who we are.

Then, for the rest of our life on this earth, the Holy Spirit, steadily, and with our full cooperation, using God’s word and power, dismantles the old, and brings into fullness the new.

This is the goal of learning to obey.

Ephesians 4 describes how we then interact with and respond to God’s word every time we read t, hear it, and think upon it.
Read verses 20-24.

What are we learning together… as followers of Jesus?
v.20 – a way of life.
Whose life?
v.21 - Jesus’ life.
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There are three actions identified in this passage…actions we carry out, not just in our own private time with God… when we read, think and pray, but with others.
Remember - truth is to be learned and practiced in community.

[image: ]

What are these three actions?
[image: ]

Because a new nature has been created within us through faith in Jesus…
… we can… put off … old ways of thinking and responding that were a part of who we were and how we lived when we didn’t know God and our lives were not centered in him.

In what regard do we put them off?
Like removing a jacket?
Romans 8:12-13 explains.
[image: Image result for by the spirit put to death]
While this can sound drastic; it impresses upon us how serious habits of sin actually are.

But the Bible doesn’t just teach us to put the old off.
It also teaches us to put on the new.
[image: ]
This word, in v.24, (enduo) is a word used to describe what a person does when they clothe themselves.
Example – put on my jacket.

What the follower of Jesus puts on… is the new self.
Doesn’t the Bible teach us that a new nature has been created in us?
If that is so, then what do we put on?

The rest of Ephesians 4, verses 25-32 tells us.
…truthful speaking
…conflict resolution
…useful work
…conversation that builds up
…kindness and compassion
…forgiving as we have been forgiven 

We learn new habits… because we are… a new person.
And these new responses are actually the way of life we are learning – look again at v.20-21.

There is one more action described in Ephesians 4 – be made new in the attitude of your minds.

The process of transformation… that grows the new… and dismantles the old… begins in our minds, which in turn impacts our feelings, and in turn changes our actions.

Truth that is obeyed, transforms…from the inside out.
[image: Image result for romans 12:2]

Let me summarize what this passage has impressed upon us.
The making of disciples happens in the local church.

This is why the local church is not optional, but essential.

We need to meet with God…. together.
We need to be taught and to learn… obedience…together.
We need to be transformed into his likeness…together…as we put off, put on and are being made new in the attitude of our mind.

















The Blessing

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

Ours is a shared faith, a shared life and a shared work.

[image: Image result for hebrews 10:19-25]
We are blessed as we draw near to God…together.
We are blessed as we experience his cleansing from guilt…together.
We are blessed as we hold…unswervingly to our hope in Jesus…together.
[image: Related image]
We bless others as we spiritually spur them on towards love and good deeds.
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