The Joy of Fellowship							February 16, 2020
Acts 14:26-28

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

Read the passage.

It is important for us to take note of the focus of Paul and Barnabus’ report to their home church. 
They had done and accomplished amazing things. 
Remember:
· The confrontation with Bar-Jesus and the saving of Sergius Paulus
· The large crowds who had gathered in Antioch to hear them preach
· Incredible signs and wonders done in Iconium
· How they had stopped the crowd in Lystra from making sacrifice to them
· How they had walked back into Lystra after Paul had been stoned and left for dead
· The journey to Derbe
· The appointing of elders in many local churches
· 
But what they reported; what they spoke of… was what God had done; the door of faith God had opened… to the Gentiles.

I don’t want to rush by this.
It is an emphasis that reminds us of who God is… and the immensity and the majesty of his grace towards those who put their faith in him.

The Bible says that mankind is created in the image of God.
The psalmist marveled at who God had made human beings to be.
[image: ]
Made in God’s likeness, human beings are gifted with creativity and ingenuity and as such, are able to accomplish amazing things.
[image: Image result for space station][image: Image result for mapping the human genome project]
[image: Image result for tower in dubai][image: Image result for amazing human feats]
It is a tendency of most human beings to boast of their accomplishments.
The follower of Jesus is different.
We boast in our God.
[image: ]
The follower of Jesus boasts in God, because they have become a different kind of human being.

The nature of the follower of Jesus, has and continues to undergo a radical transformation so dramatic and drastic…. that only polar opposite words can describe it.
[image: ]


Regarding this gospel transformation C.S. Lewis wrote:
[image: ]
Do you see why the follower of Jesus boasts in God?
When we didn’t know God through Jesus Christ, we had no idea of the quality of life Jesus said he came to give…
[image: Image result for john 10:10]
… the life that he says is… to the full; 
the life that he says is… eternal, 
the life that he says is… the life of the ages;
the life that is shared – with God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit, and with fellow believers.

In this new way of life, God… makes his home in us…
[image: Image result for john 14:23]

It is in the context of this new way of life, centered in a love relationship with God….  where God does things through his followers…similar to the things Paul and Barnabus reported to the church.

Not only does God save us from our sin; he saves us from a wasted life.
In what way?
Look at what the prologue to the book of Acts says.
[image: ]
In his resurrected body Jesus returned home to the Father.
Though physically absent, he continues to be active on the earth, through his followers.

While God created the universe and everything in it, simply by speaking, in the carrying forward of his mission of rescue of the human race, he has chosen to work through his followers.

It may sound obvious, but I need to say it nonetheless:  the fact that God does so, is not because there is a lack in him, that somehow, is made up by us.

Rather it speaks, as I said at the beginning, to the immensity and the majesty of God’s grace … the Godhead invites us into an exquisite fellowship …with them… and one another.

Look at what God did in his work of creation
The Father, and the Son, and the Spirit collaborated together for the sheer joy and pleasure of doing so.
[image: ]
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The same approach is taken by the Godhead in the work of salvation.
The Father, and the Son, and the Spirit collaborate together for the sheer joy and pleasure of doing so…
[image: ]
… except that now they invite those who are saved to serve alongside of them, and so share in the fellowship and the joy of their great endeavor.

This is the background; the context for the great commission spoken by Jesus in Matthew 28:18-20.
Experience in Caldas

Jesus has not placed upon his church a tiresome, burdensome, frustrating obligation…but privilege.
This is the fellowship John spoke of in his first epistle…
[image: ]
Fellowship with God, is more than an experience of God’s love being poured into our hearts as Romans 5:5 says;
It is more than the power of God transforming our character as 2 Corinthians 3:18 says, and renewing our mind, as Romans 12:2 says.

God goes over the top in his grace, he does immeasurably more than we could imagine or ask…. in that he invites those who follow Jesus to experience the joy of fellowship with him as he works through us, and as we work with him in his great work of reconciliation.

Do you remember what was said about Jesus’ followers after they came back from their ministry trip?
[image: ]
They excitedly told Jesus, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.”
Look at what Jesus said to them and to his Father in their presence: 
[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]
What a scene!
The disciples were filled with joy.
Jesus was full of joy.
The Father was full of joy.
And together… the disciples and Jesus…shared the Father and the Spirit’s joy of sinners who had come home; sinners whose names had been written in heaven.

A similar experience of joy happened in Antioch when Paul and Barnabus came home…and told the stories of what God had done… through them… to open a door of faith to the Gentiles.

This was the point emphasized by Jesus with the disciples in Matthew 19.
[image: ]
Salvation is of the Lord.
And though salvation is all of the Lord…. the book of Acts, again and again, reminds us that the Lord involves his people in this great work.


Through the fall, the board prayed and discussed together in order to discern, in light of who we are in Jesus… what the Lord would have us do as a local church in Sooke.

We believe the Scripture informs and sets our vision:
[image: ]
We cannot awaken Sooke.
Only the Lord can open a door of faith for many to enter.
But the question for us is – does God have me; does he have you; does he have a church he can work through?

I said two weeks ago that there is no place on earth like the church of Jesus Christ, when it gathers on Sunday’s – the day of resurrection…
· to experience together the manifest presence of God among his people
· to wholeheartedly worship the Triune God 
· to hear and interact with the breathed-out word of God as it is taught and proclaimed
· to respond together in obedience as we put off, put on and are made new
· to encourage and be encouraged to remain true to the faith

In light of today’s passage, I add this - there is no endeavor on earth, more deserving of our life efforts than God’s rescue of the fallen sons and daughters of Adam and Eve.

This is why we have intentionally stated… that reconciliation is at the center of our work with God: 
[image: ]
…kidzone, bhb, grace gardens, life groups, alpha, colombia 

Reconciliation is at the center of all we do because we’ve been reconciled to God,
who has recreated us to be a new kind of human being…. 
[image: ]
… who is loyal to Jesus Christ
…who obeys his word no matter what
…who wholeheartedly worships God
… who lives in community with fellow believers 
… who overflow with the joy of being on mission with God
…whose heart increasingly is becoming like that of the Lord Jesus
… whom God works through to save the lost.

This is the glory of our God.












What does the Bible say?
Revelation 3:7:
These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.

Colossians 4:3:
And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.

1 Corinthians 16:9: 
There is a wide-open door for a great work here, although many oppose me. 


The Holy Spirit will guide us and let us know if a door is closed. 
Matthew 7:7-8:
Continue to ask, and God will give to you. Continue to search, and you will find. Continue to knock, and the door will open for you. Yes, whoever continues to ask will receive. Whoever continues to look will find. And whoever continues to knock will have the door opened for them.

John 10:7:
So Jesus said again, “I assure you: I am the door of the sheep.
John 10:9: 
I am the door: whoever enters through me will be saved.
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Psalm 34:2: | will (boast) glory in the Lord. ..

Psalm 44:8: In God we make our boast all day long,
and we will praise your name forever.

Jeremiah 9:23: .. |et the one who boasts boast about this:
that they have the understanding to know me, that | am
the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness
on earth, for in these | delight, declares the Lord.

Galatians 6:14: May | never boast except in the cross

of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
the world has been crucified to me, and | to the Lord.
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death to life

old to new

slavery to freedom

dark to light

self-focused to God centered
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God himself became a man
to turn creatures into sons;
not simply to produce better men
of the old kind,
but to produce a new kind of man.

It is not like teaching a horse
to jump better and better,
but like turning a horse
into a winged creature.
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© AND HAVE IT TO THE

FULL

JOHN 10:10
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Jesus replied, “"Anyone who loves me will obey
my teaching. My Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our home with them.”

John 14:23
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Acts 1:1-2

In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all
that Jesus BEGAN to do and to teach until the day
He was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles He had chosen.
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John 1:3:
Through him (the Word) all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made.

1 Corinthians 8:6:

...there is but one God, the Father,

from whom all things came and for whom we live;

and there is but one Lord Jesus Christ,

through whom all things came_and through whom we live.

Colossians 1:16:
For by him all things were created. ..
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Ephesians 3:8-9:

...this grace was given to me:

to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ,
and to make plain to everyone

the administration of this mystery,

which for ages past was kept hidden in God,

who created all things.

Hebrews 1:2:

...in these last days God has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed heir of all things,
and through whom also he made the universe.

Genesis 1:2:
...the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
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...(God the Son) was chosen before the creation of the world.

...(God the Father) sent his one and only Son into the world that we
might live through him....He loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins.

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners...

is the Comforter, the teacher of truth,
the revealer of Jesus, the agent of the new birth.










image16.emf
And our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son, Jesus Christ.

1John 1:3
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The seventy-two returned wit:h'joy.
Luke 10:17










The seventy-two returned with joy.

Luke 10:17
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LUKE 10:18-20

"8 He replied, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.
9] have given you authority to trample on snakes and
scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy;
nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are
written in heaven.”
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Luke 10:21-22

21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy
Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to
little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you
were pleased to do.

22“All things have been committed to me by my
Father. No one knows who the Son is except the
Father, and no one knows who the Father is
except the Son and those to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.”
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Luke 10:23-24

23Then he turned to his disciples and said
privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what
you see. 24 For | tell you that many prophets and
kings wanted to see what you see but did not
see it, and to hear what you hear but did not
hear it.”
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23Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is
hard for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of
heaven. 24 Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is
rich to enter the kingdom of God."

25\When the disciples heard this, they were greatly
astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?”

26 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is
impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

Matthew 19
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To be a people used by God
to awaken Sooke
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OURDNA ...,

As followers of Jesus we have been recreated.!

by God to be a peoﬁl\r_ who: » ¢ LY

. sacrificially obey Scripture
. wholeheartedly worship God

. are mutually committed to one anothe

. joyfully serve others %
. ive simply, compassionately, generously

. are agents of God's reconciling love
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Coffee/
Question

What did God do through you this week?
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When | look at the
heavens, the work of your
hands, the moon and the
stars that you have made;
what are human beings
that you are mindful of

them, children of the earth
that you care for them!?
You have created us a little
lower than the angels, and
crowned us with glory and
honor. ~ Psalm 8:3-5











